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found very efficacious. How far it is cap-
able of application to all "roads we do not
know. But the possibilities that may be
involved in these and other devices for af
fording greater safety to railroad passengers

are surely sufficient to warrant further and

exhaustive inquiry by competent authori-
ties. It is surprising that in thesc days of
combination for philanthropic purposes no
influential league has been formed for the
purpose of investigation in regard to the
causes of loss of life in railway travel.
Whatever may be the cage with regard
to the travelling public there can scarcely
be a reasonable doubt that some powerful
intluence is needed for the protection of

railway employeer., The following statis-

tics, from a recent report of the Interstate
Commerce Commission of the United
States, is very suggestive on this point :

The number of railway employees killed
during the year covered by the report was
2,554, being less than the number killed dur-
ing the previous year. The number of em-
ployces injured, however, was in excess of
the number injured during the previous
year, being 28,267. The number of pas-
sangers killed was largely in excess of the
number killed during the previous year,
being 376 in 1892 as against 293 in 1891 ;
while the number of passengersinjured was
3,227 in 1892, as against 2,972 in 1891,
An assignment of casualties to the oppor-
tunity offered for accidents shows 1 em-
ployee to have been killed for every 322
employees, and one employee to have been
injured for each 29 men in the employ of
the railways. A similar comparison shows
1 passenger killed for each 1,491,910 pas-
sengers carried or for each 35,542,282 pas-
senger miles, and 1 passenger injured for
each 173,833 passengers carried or each
4,140,966 passenger miler. The largest
number of casualties to employees re-
sulted from coupling and uncoupling
cars, 378 employees having been
killed and 10,319 injured while rendering
this service. Of the total number killed
in coupling and uncoupling cars 253, and
of the tctal number injured 7,766 were
trainmen. The accidents classed as * fall-
ing from cars ” were in this year as in pre-
vious years responsible for the largest num-
ber of deaths among employees, the number
killed in this manner being 611. Of this
number 485 were trainmen.  Collisions and
derailments were responsible for the death
of 431 employees. Of this number 336
were trainmen. This class of accidents is
responsible also for the largest number of
casualties to passengers. Thus 177 pas-
sengers were killed and 1,539 were injured
by collisions and derailments during the
year. Collisions alone were responsible for
the death of 286 employees and 136
passengers. .

One employee out of every 322 killed

and one out of every twenty-nine injured !
This is appalling. After making all due
" allowance for the carelessness of the men
themselves—and even this is a thing from
which they need t> be protected—it is in-
credible that this slaughtsr is unavoidable.
1t must be due in large measure to want of
proper regulations and safeguards, and to
other preventible causes: A society which
would make ir its business to follow up
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every case of injury or death to a railway
emplovee, while in the discharge of his
duty, with a view of ascertaining whether
it was due to a non-preventible cause, or to
deficient safeguards, dangerous require-
ments, or insufficient precautions on the
part of tha railway authorities, and which
would bring the railway authorities to ac-
count for every failure in these respects,
might accomplish much. We have no lae
statistics of Canadian railways at hand to
which we can refer for purposes of compari-
son,  But thoogh we hope and believe that
the Canadian railways show a much better
record, we have no doubt there is room for
much improvement on their pari. Even
this is a strong thing to say, for it is clear,
as we have intimated, that every manager
and every company which fails to do its
utmost to save those in its employ from
danger, is to the extent in which it so fails,
morally, and should be legally, responsible
for the suffering and death which result
from such failure,

While we agree, as all our readers must,
with what is clearly ¢ X's’' major premise,
that nothing short of absolutely the utmost
precaution and the best safeguards should
satisfy either the rallway companiesor the
public, we deem it but fair to give due
weight to the doctrine of averages, which
he condemns. By what other mode of con-
veyance of which one can conceive would it
be possible to attain such safety that only
one of almost one-and-a-half millions of
passengers should lose his life by accident,
or but one for each thirty-five-and-a-half
millions of miles travelled ? The same rea-
soning that would pronounce the in-
vention of the locowotive a misfortune
would, it seems to us, condemn the
taming of the horse, for it can hardly
be doubted that the percentage of fatalities
in travelling by stage coach or carriage is
much greater than that in travelling by rail.

Of course, the fact that the latter carries
men and women by the thousand inst:ad of
by the half-dozen, makes these awful catas-
trophes possible in the one case and impos-
gible in the other, Bat all such arguments
from statistics and averages do not, it seems
to us, prove that travelling by rail is nearly
as safe ag it ought to be. On the contrary,
they but suggest the possibility of waking
it almost absolutely safe, for there are very
few of those terrible accidents which appal
us which might not have been prevented
by better precautions.
e e

One of the most notable women at
present in Chicago is Senora Liva Canel,
who has been ¢ommissioned by the Cham-

ber of Commerce, of (‘uba, to make
a report of  the lixposition for
its  use, and who s, bexides, the
World’s Fair correspondent for sev-
eral Spanish  and Nouth American per-
iodieals. Senora Canel is a novelist and

essayist of distinguished merit, and has
the distinetion of heing the first Span-
ish woman who has ever edited a poiiti-
cal paper, having extablished a few
years ago, in Havana, and edited with
marked ability up to the time of her de-
parture from IHavana for Chicago, La
Cotorra, a  sativico-politieal weekly.
Harper’s Bazar,
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NOTES ON DANTE.-L

LIFE AND TIMES.
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