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TUE BEQUEST.

YouR eyes will look in hers, and drink
Deep of their tenderness, and smile;

And what your tlioughts are, she will think;
And wliolly worship you the while.

Ah! when she lias this joy divine
Forgt-tbat sa you looked in mine

Yaur words will thrill hier with their hidden power,
Your nearness fi11 lier with a sweet deligit ;

Make lier forget brief is Love's longest hour ;-
Your presence makes lier day, your absence niglt.-

Ah! whule sucli perfect happiness tliere bie
Forget-that se you spoke ta me!

Your kindly kiss will fail on loving lips
Lips wlîich with ardour dling to your embrace-

And kiss will fail on kiss; bier finger tips
Will softly sweep the love locks from your face,

Ah ! while she is se near-so near ta thee,
Forget--that even s0 von ise me!1

Your arins will closý, around lier yieldîng form,
And draw lier happy head upon your breast,-

Can eut of joy like this a pain lie born ?-
And yen wvil1 whisper Il 8.ueel, I love you ljeqt."

Ali ! while she is sa close-su close te thee,
Forget--that even se you wbispered mie!

Your love will grew aî-ound lier life, and fuil
lier days witb happiness; your tender care

Will surely save lier seul frernt slightest ilI,
Ner let lier life be teucbied by dark clespair.

Ah ! when 8he is se much-so mucli te thee,
,Ferget- thiat He yolur love once slîeltered mie!

MAY AUSTIN.

PRUMINENT CANA DIANS-I

lION. OLIVER 31OWAT, Q.C., LL.D.

WRt saine skiliul pen-and-ink artist f0 sketch, at the dictatien ai a
îiber ai representative Canadians taken front the various walks ai public
and private lufe, freont bath ai the great pelitical parties, and fromt the
rapidly swelling ranks ai those whe profess ta lie subservient ta neither
party, their respective conceptions ai the ideal Canadian statesman, the
result would ne doulit be a series ai distinct portraits *as numereus as flic
individuals censulted. Each model thus iormed wauld have its awn peculiar
traits and propartions. It weuld, nevertheless, lie inevitable that the
peints ai likeness should lie bath mare nurnerous and mare important than
the peints ai centrast. Let the number oi distinct models thus obfained
lie reduced-as fliere is tee much reason te fear it miglit lie largely reduced-
by the rejectian ai aIl these in which. strict canscientiausness and loi ty
marality were net censpicuous features. Let the question then lie suli.
mitted te a body ai campetent and unbiassed judges, IlWho ai ail the men
new iii Canadian public lue lias sliown himself pessessed in tlie greatest
number, and in the highest degree, of the fundamental qualities ai Canadian
statesmanship, as evelved by this precesa ? " We make bold te say that
the answer by a large majority, if net with unanimous consent, weuld lie,
IlThe Honeurable Oliver Mowat, Attemney-General and Firet Minister ai
fie Province ai Ontario."

The dlaimt is a large one. Many may lie inclined at flrst flieuglit ta
demur, but fuller cansideration will, in most cases, compel assent. What
are the qualities essential ta tlic conception ai a Canadian statesman ai
the first order ? Ta attemipt an exhaustive enumeiation weuld lie arrogant,
but if sliould net lie very bard ta make a list such as would lie generally
approved af thase înost inidispensable. Tlie ideal man far the bighest posi-
tion in Dominioni or Provincial politics must combine with the qualities
wlîich. command influence and respect fliese which win success. Hie must
net anly lie hoîîest, able, industrieus, and patrieflo, but must have extra-
ordinary tact, shrewdness, and practicality. If would net perliaps lie very
bard te find, amengst the nien naw prenîinent in Canadian public affairs,
thase wlie are the equals ai Mr. Mowat in several ai the qualifies enumer-
afed. A very iew miglit lie found bis superiars in respect ta same
ane er mare of îliem. Cerrupt as Canadian pelitics have unquestianably
beceme, tiere are yet liappily a few leaders who have lield fast their
integrify, ai each ai wlin if can lie said, as well as ai Oliver Mowat, fiat
ne maxi can lay any dishenourable deed ta bis charge, or point ta any stain
ai immorality oit bis escutchean.

Mr. Mawat's most ardent admirers will scarcely dlaimt for bim the
ixitellectual breadtb and massiveness, or the grand eratorical powers, ai a
,Blake, Ris capacity for sustained liard work is immense, and, as is almest
always the case with men wbo have accamplished mucli, is ane ai the chief
sources ai bis strengtli ; but twe ex-leaders ai the Liberal Parliament in
the Comrnons are living embodiments ai the genius ai industry and, te the
cauntry's greaf loss, have sucdessively braken their heailih by excessive toil
oi brain. If intelligent devotian te bis awn province and unflinching
defence ai lier rights are a preef ai patriotisin, fie Premier ai Ontario bas
proved bimseli a patrie ai the first wafer. Should it lie said that the
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fealty of a Canadian is first te the Dominion rather than te the province,
the ready answer is that ho who is true te bis own province when it
entrusts its interests te lis keeping, cannot bie false te the Dominion, or ta
any other province. By boldly maintaining the possessions and preroga-
tives of Ontario, Mr. Mowat lias best promoted the harmeny and per-
manence of the wliole Confederation.

As te tbe practical qualities which are se mucli prized in political
science, Conservatives, at Ieast, will lie slow te admit that even Mr'.
Mowat's well.proved tact and shrewdness can entitle him. to rank with
that prince af tacticians and incarnation of political subtlety, whe is the
Ulysses af Canadian party warfare, and wlio has so long kept bis party in
power and himself at its head, in Dominion affairs. Be that as it may, the
man who lias shaped the policy and ruled tlie counsels of Ontario for six-
teen censecutive and prosperous years, and wlîo is still, in spite of ail
struggles for office, ahl prejudices of race and creed, and tlie most determined
lîostility of the Ottawa Government, at the head of its affairs, with an
undiminislied majority and a full excliequcr, lias most certainly estahlished
bis dlaim ta the position by the best argument of business nien and poli-
ticians, that of practical success.

When we turn for a moment te inquire into the sources of the power
which lias made Mr. Mowat what lie is, and placed him wliere lie is, we are
net surprised te find him of the stock whicli lias given te Canada se many
of its foremost men in every departmient, the Canadian-Scotcb. His father,
John Mowat, was frein Caithness-shire, Scotland. Hie was a soldier wlia
liad scen stern service in the armiy of Wellington uluriug, its Peninsular
campaigns; bis wife was aIse of Caitbuîess-shire. They camîe te (Canada
in 18416, and scttlcd in Kingston, wlicre their son Oliv.er was boem on July
2 2, 1820. Ris educatien was as good as tbe sohools of. tbat city afforded
at tlîat date. At about the age of seventeen lie entercîl the law office af
Mr. (now Sir) Johin A. Macdonald, wbo, a young man but five vars bis
Senior, liad just been admitted te the bar, and hiad settled down ta prae-
tise bis profession. At the outset of bis stivient life yeung Mewat was
calied on te serve as a volunteer in the R(-bellion of 1837. It mnay well lie
suppased that the state of parties and affairs iii Canada ta which bis atten-
tien was thus early and practically called must have afforded him food for
tliought, and liad mucli efleet in sbaping bis after course. it is certainly
notewarthy, as indicating bath mental independence and moral earnestness af
ne cammon erder, that, boem as lic was af Conservative parents, surrounded
with Congervative influenices, and trained in the study of a profession whicli
is mare clesely related te polities than any other, in the office and under
the direct influence of a man wliase brilliant talents and persenal magnet-
ism bave long been and stili are the strongest forces on the side af Con-
servatismn in Canada, Oliverî Mawat sliould have chosen that broad-minded,
maderate Liberalism, ai wliose principles lie lias ever since been se able an
exponent, and se steadiast a premater.

He was called ta the Bar in 1842, and commenccd practice in Kingston,
but very sean aiterwards caine te Taronte, where lie bas ever sînce resided.
At a time when the lineof demarcation between Cemman Law and EquitY
was mucli mare clear]y drawn than at present, Mr. Mawat chose the
latter brandi. Hie rase quickly ta enîinence at the Chancery Bar. Inl
1856 lie was appainted by the Gove.rnmiit of which Mr. John A. Mac-
donald was a member, as Cammissioner fer Consolidating the Statutes Of
Canada and of Upper Canada respectively, a position whicli lie lield until
1859. In 1857 lie was elected te Parliament as memnber for Sauthi Oxford.
He cantinued ta represent that canstituency until 1864. Upani the fal1 Oi
the Macdonald, Cartier Goverument in 1867, lie was selected, thaugli lie
had been but one yoar in tlie flouse, ta fi1I the office ai Provincial Secreta'Y
iu tlie Brawn-Darian Administration. 11e lield the portfolio ai Pastmaster-
General in the Coalition Gavernment formed by Mr. J. S. Macdonald in
1862, a position which. lie retained until tic defeat ai that Gavernment ini
1864. lHe was aise a member ai the memorable Union Cenference whidh
met at Quehec in 1864, and framed tlie Canfederation Seeme - but bis
acceptance a few months later ai the Vice-Cliancellorship af Upper Canada
deprived tlie framers ai the Canfederation Act ai bis services in the 5ubse-
quent deliberatians. Wben the Dual Representatian Act compelled the
retirement af Messrs. Blake and Mackenzie froin the leadership of the
Ontario Legislature in 1872, lie was called an by the Lieutenant Governar,1
acting ne doubt on the advice of tlîe rc-tiring Premier, te formi an Admnin-
istration. Ils descent front the Bencli and re-entrance inte political hil
gave occasion fer a gaod deal ai discussion at the timte, an the part of tîjase
wha thouglit, or afficcted to think, that the purity ai tie Indicial errilliIO
must be in same way cenitaminated by the change. The answer,ifny'
needed, ta those wlia think thiat the position of Head af the Provincial
Government is one requiring either niental or meral qualificationlsO ai
lower order than these of even the Chanicellors bendi, is ta be faund l
the record ai sixteen years ai able, upriglit, and progressive governmneiit Oi
the affairs of Ontario. Thase must be wilfully purblind who cannat naW,
see that tbe judicial temperament and habit, with ahi af mental trainlitg
and capacity and ai moral integrity they imply, furnish the very best Of
qualifications fer the respansible and hoîiourable position ai virtual ruler Of a
great province.

Sound discretian, marked abulity, and sterling integî-ity have character'
ised Mr. Mewat's career in each division ai bis professianal andof"
life. As a lawyer bis talents quickly gained recognition, and reiniarced by
higl lace iii t condence ai ths ai cint ou rt ionwn do hffia
bis pce iudgthen aondec cuous henscentoof essio sn ftea coutn ferc bi'O
practised. Thougli net fluent, lie was energetic, fercilile, and convincing as

apleader. Ris patience was admirable, bis induistry untiring, and his
friiyin resources great. 1le was said ta lie endewved in large measure

witli the power of Ilthinking out" a subjeot, and was believed to li
etrenger in ability te go ta the hattemt ai the subjeot than aty, of his coO-
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