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THEF Commercial Unionists did well to accept the resolution offered by
Mr. Johin Macdonald, at the Board of Trade meeting. Whi]e not going so
far as they niight wish, it went quite as far as could be expected at this
stage of the discussion. It affirmed the desirability of the freest commer-
cial intercourse with the United States, which no reasonable man can indeed
deny ; and if it can be shown, as the Commercial Unionists profess to ho
able to do, that Commercial Union would ixot give undue prominence to
one interest (the natural industries, such as agriculture, mining, lumbering,
fishing, shipping) to the negleet 'or to the in jury of any other (the artificial,
or manufacturing), and that Great I3ritain will be quite willing to lie
discriminated against by Canada,-thiei, to carry the day, they have
only to persuade the large majority now against them. that admitting
American manufactures duty free would not injure our artisans and
manufacturers, and wou]d enrich ail other interests ; and, further, to show
that a colony discriminating in its tariff. against the mother country, and
in favour of a foreign country, would riot probably ho drawn froin its
allegiance fromn one to the other. These are debatable points, on whicli
no one can feel an aI'solute conviction without fuller information, and
perhaps more experience, than is now possessed. 0f the political effeet
of the more intimate relations between the United States and Canada
proposed by Commercial Union, few among us are competent to speak
dogmatically ; and wc regret that one of the speakers at the meeting
somewhat weakened bis case by ascribing to the German Zollver-ein
an effect on German unity that did flot belong te it, against the opinion
of a gentleman te whose historical knowledge ail mîglit readily and
with the utmost self-respect defer. Mr. Goldwin Smith is unquestionably
right in holding that the Zollverein did not bring about the political
union of the Germian States, several of which indeed, thougli included in
the Zollverein, are stili outside the Empire. The Zollverein was indeed an
outcome of the necessity felt by the f ree cities for freer intercourse ; but
the modern Germian Empire had its beginning with the rise of the boeuse
of Hohenzollern. The building of the editice completed sixteen years
ago at Versailles lias been progressing since the days of Napoleon I.,
the motive being chiefly the necessity of defending the Fatherland against
the continuai intrigues and devastation of the Frenchi, enkindled and
ennobled, however, by a strong sentiment of natiomality among the Ger-
man States then lying in wreck. Net to any commercial consideration
whatever, but to the menace of another French invasion, was due the
gathering together and consolidation of these States into the (Jerman
Empire; and to instance this case in order to show th e political danger
of Commercial Union, is to use an unsound argument.

BUT little importance can be attached te the self-denying utterances of
American statesmen respecting Annexation. Mr. Darling quoted the
Hon. Mr. Hitt's reminder that the United States had refused the Island
of St. Thomas and the Republic of San Domingo, which both flung them-
selves iet tlie lap of the great Republic ; but it must ho reinembered that
these do not adjoin the United States, as Canada doos ; they are islands
distant from. the continent, inhabited chiefly by a race whose presence in the
United States lias already cost the country a war of life or deatli, and
will for many years prove a most serious problem in domestic gevernînent.
it is a well understood principle of American policy to have no colonies ;
the fathers of the constitution lef t that as a precept to their successors, a
precept which lias always been observed, except, perliaps, in the case of
Alaska--if that may lie considered a colony-wliere the desire to take the
Britishî North American possessions in flank proved too strong for Ameni-
can statesmanship. Does Mn. Hitt or Mr. Darling inicau to tell us that
Canada would lie flung ont, as St. Thomas and San Domingo were, whule
Alaska was accepted ? __

Is Mr. Darling quite sure that witli Commercial Union Canadian tim-
ber Ilwill ne longer ho exported 'e " If Political Union also is not to take
place, what new influence is to induce the Michigan lumberers to act
differently from the course they pnnsued a year ago, wlien, according to
the Lumberman'r Gazette, of Bay City, Michigan, the American purchaser

of 500,000 acres of standing white pine in the Georgian Bay district
announced lis intention to carry the logs over Lake Huron, and saw themn
in Michigan 1 "lWe are Michigan men," hie said, Il and hope to makre ojîr
punchases enure to the advantage of our people here. Notwîtlistanding
our- investmnents in Canada, we still stand by protection for Michigan ]um-
bIer." Again, in the saine paper, another American, the Hon. Mr. Wes-
ton, criticising the Morrison Tariff Bill, says: IlWe now admit Canadian
lous free of duty. On the north shore of Lake Erie tlie Canadiani saw-
milis are in ruins, but the milîs at Tonawanda, N. Y., are employing
thousands of Amenican workmen, manufacturing Canadian legs towed
fromn the Erie noî-th shore. The Saginaw milîs are running out of Ameni-
can stock, and alî-eady they are looking to Goorgian Bay for Canadian logs
to cross the Huron Lake, and keep their nis and men at work." Now,
we beg the farmners, to whom. ail the actors seem now to lie playing, to
observe the spirit displayed here. Is it a spirit that is likely to be changed
by giving the Americans freer accoss to wbat they covet? We are told by
the advocates of Commercial Union that the political connexion of Canada
wîth Great Bi-itain will not lie endangered by Commercial Union with the
States ; but is it not aliundantly manifest from the utterances of these
Americans, that while we are under the British flag we shahl be regarded
as lawful prey for the American exploiter? We lielieve thie position of the
country would be intolerable with Commercial Union with tlie, United
States and Political Union svitli Great Britain. Trade follows the flag:
perhtaps the arrangement of Commercial Union miglit be regarded by
Great Britain favourably, as enaliling a portion of the Empire to enjoy
free trade with the United States ; but it is manifest from the speech and
acts of these American lumbermen that it would lie reganded by these
favouralily, as enabling tim to keep their miuls going and tlieir men
empleyed at the expense of a portion of the British Empire. It is an
orror to suppose that Ontario would lie as favourably considered as a State
of the Union : while the two are under different flags, Canada would bo
regarded as foreign, and ne patriotic sentiment would stand in the way of
using lier as a boa constrictor does a naliut.

AT Capelton. near Sherlirooke, in the Eastern Townships, are ricli
copper mines, owned by an American company, from which, notwiti-
standing there is every facility for smelting on the spot, ahI the ore is
carried te New Jersey to be smehted. It is dug eut of Canadian soul, but
that is ail: no part of the manufacture is donc here, and the paying of a
few miners is Canada's share of that portion of hier wealth as it is develeped.
The Company give as the reason that they can produce se mucli better
results in New Jersey that a profit on the operation is loft after paying
freight on the rock-ore fromn Capelton. We cannot complain of their
carrying on their business in any way that pays them best ; but would
they establish tlieir smelting works hundreds cf miles from. the mines, if
the nmines were in the States? That is an important question, for whose solu-
tion such liglit as may ho tlirown on the subject by the action of the saw-
millers mentioned above need net lie ignored. We are toid liy the Coin-
niercial Unionists that the cheaper labour cf Canada will enable us te at
least hold our own against the American nanufacturers; yet il does imot ini
ibis case. What possible change can lie brought about by Commercial
Union alone, in the absence of Pohitical Union, te promote the preparation
cf raw materials in Canada?1 Canada is extremely rich in minerai weaithe
in forosts and fisheries, and she lias vast areas of wheat lands tliat bave net
escaped our neiglibours' notice. Thero is immense undevelopcd wealth in
this country; and we are quite roady te admit Americans te a full shane
with. our own people cf the profit that may ho realised in developing it ;
but they must trade fair, and net troat the country as a preserve whese
sole use is te supply tliem witli the raw material of their industries. What
profit is it to Canada, beyond the paymenî of the lowest kind of labour,
te have lier wcalth carried off aliroad in this shape? Its conversion intO
a merchantable cemmodity ouglit to give empîcyment te tlie Canadiau
people. The empîcymont cf a fow in digging or liewing this raw matenial
for shipment is flot the way a nation is trained in the industrial arts and
sciences, wliose use anong a people marks the difference between civilisa-
tien and savagery. Canadians have surely a higlien ambition ilian te
romain for ever liewers cf wood and drawers cf water for their neighbetirs
te the south.

WB concede fully that if Canada were under tlie saine Gevemfiment
as the States, unrestricted trado intercourse would confer greai beiWfit
on ber, as the pooner country, just as the similan Union betWeefl'
England and Scotland benefited the latter country. But it InUs
lie observed that there is ibis vital differenccd between the iwo cases-
that tlie commercial union cf England and Scoiland took place afle'
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