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THE FISHERY QUESTION.

The rage for reciprocity treaties wi
which the American Government has beseized, dos not bring any proposals1
Canada. Central and South America, Cu
and San Domingo, are the countries in t
direction of which the Washington Cabin
has turned its attention as fields for th
extension of its commerce. In a countr
where everybody expects to be protecte
the American fishermen object to any nei
arrangement by which Canadian fish shoul
have free admission into their markeThese fishermen, at a convention recentl
held at Gloucester, formed an "America
Fàhery Union," the object of which is tgive them the mnonopoly of their owmarket. After the let of July next, whethe fishery clauses of the Washington Treat
will expire, we dare say many of those fishbyren will be ready to turn an honest penn:by buyiug fish from our fishermen in Canadian waters and smuggling it into the Stateas their own catch. They Inay possibly findinore hichy in this contraband commercen which so e of them are caoubtless nowithot experence, than in waiting for thecd ti capture the caplin and the hook,Buthi'tlajust possible that the CustonM

'uthortie ay in tine learn to ak awk.'ard questions, and that this ae k
method of naturalizing Canadin fiush at
Boston and other American ports may net
always be found to work sImo mthly n

Canali any as well begin in meto look out for an. xeri fthre
markets for their fish e fehe thn

i St tes There thanl the States. The Latin races, whohave their set days for eatng fish, arepmong the best customers that it is
possible to find.guch markets were foundbefore the Wayhinlol beTreaty was in exis-tence, and they will be f..und again. We do
not affect t undervalue the fre admiesion
Of Canadian fih into the United Statesmarket ; but itls pretty plain t1hatpan inter-ruPtion in the enjoyment ofthsriegel
abollt to take Jlymento this privelege isn

aboteric a ksher e . Meanwhile theAraerie& fisherinen wlll be denjed access te

that ihore fisheries• It is naturalaperhaps
tht they should belittle the Privilege, but

fact Of their duing se ow uldsee bt -
dcate that they are in a hiogin mo ind

Joen to s eme d iggling mood and i
arendicate inoa.

speech recently made in Toronto, that in ate for Rate lorany new negotiations on the fishery question nbrona. lo celr.
Canada wuld demand a money payment for Alleghany Valley.715 1.129an extension of this privilege. Lt lanet Bell's Gap ...... ::::'0 1Buffalo, N. Y. & Philadelphia.. .75 2.38probable that such a demand would be Catasauqua and Fogelvile.... 2. 23acceded t, or that it i the bet form for a Corning, Cowanesque and Ant,new arrangement t take. Thre in littne rim .................. 4. 8.

Del., Lack. & Western....1.04 2.41
ground te hope that any agreement anbe Dnnirk, AI. V. & Pittb.... 50 2.25coni tO respecting the inshore fisheries, so Eat Br ..ad Top...........4.33 5.50different a the estimate of their value, which Huntingdon & B. Top........80 to2Harrisburg aud Potomac. 

4. 8

uAR. the people of the two countries put upon it. Jersey Shore, Pin Cree andIf American fishermen did not take more Buffalore, Pine.. reek d4fish from (Janadian waters under the treaty Meadville...''.. '.98 7than before it wusin existenc w N. York, P.and..•........1.98 2.79befe o a co nu extec •u Ittsburg & Conne ville.. .. 90 2.0a mistake te conclude that their inshore Pittsburg and L.Erie........ .82 1.48catch was inconsiderable. When Cana- Pittsb., C. & St. Louis.........69 .88dian fiah goes duty free into the Amer P. . W. and Chicago........67 .95merican Somerset and Cambria....... .90 2.50market the American smuggler's occupation, Wilmiugton & Northern ... 1.75 a
se far as fish a concerned, is suspended ; There are two modes cf estimating the185 when that fia i a barred ut by a duty, the expenses te a railway cmpany f mving- smuggler's occupation revives, and h takes frewght;oetayes c gnpance only of thethe fish in as his own catch. In doing so actual cet of mevig it without referce tehe only imitates the cockney who spends a the apparatus by whig ithe work ladone orth day over some favorite stream with hook the fixed charges which that cost oinren and line, and buys the appearance of a day's the dther takes both tha ctoccasio

ta cucCes from some urchin more expert than account. The fixed charges bear littleha himself -luring the finny tribe. The only relation te the amhuntcf business doue,e difference il that the cockney has no rela. but there i an t oter source eutet tions with the Custom house,land that while of which they cn be paid than the revenuee he wears false feathers he does not smuggle of the road. The firt rule n applie tey in the technical and prohibited sense. If through, the second te local tisff alie I, theAmerican consumer be willing to pay account of the fixed charges be taken when
w more for smuggled fish than for fish regular- an estimate for carrylng throgh freight inId ly admitted free, lie must be allowed te have made, un r car n derhe reity his own way, and the American smuggler- on theuhalage, this part cf the busines
Y fisherman his profit. 

must ho doue at a los pAnd that itbln nomeo The Gloucester Convention probably had times done at a logsd therela i reason ten two objecte in view, the nonopoly of the dou'-t. There amut always o raswhenn American market and a profitable smuggling wear and tear aud fixed charges ao thenrail.n trade in fish. The "American Fishery way preperty are n Oovered. And therai-y Union," in taking ground against the free sometimes a good dealoef jugglery hetweeny admission of Canadian fish, may or may not the main lines and their connections ; and a- mean that no bid should be made for the system of book-keepng on followed wccontinuanc te American fishermen of accesa brings out misleading resuits when returnete the Canadian in-shore fisheries They have te be pubhlihed. But many of thecannot of course have the privilege without railway companies do nt publi mth double
'paying for it, and they ara not willing that rates, through and local, such as we havepayment, in whole or in part, should be made given in illustration aove. But accordingin the most obvious of all form. Whether te its own figures, the Penusylvania Cen-rtey will suggest any ther mode of payment pay, in 1883, received $2,952,995 moreremains te o seen. Ai a temporary expedi- than would have gone into its treasury ifont the license may have teobe revived. Iccal freight had b.en charged at the sarerate as through freight. Distance for dis-DISCRIMINATING RAILWAY RATES. tance, local freight coste more te carrythan

through freight. There are the same termi.In England) lu tbe United States, in nal charges, and whether the distance hoCanada, everywhere, the question of discri- great or littie, thc freight lias te b. leadedmnating railway ratestand fare in constantly and unloaded. But the diffrence in costcroPPing up. The Legislatures of several generally bears only a small proportion tocOuntries have been asked te deal with it the difference in the charges. one sectionand sone of them have done so. The British of road may cost a grat deal more thanoous aof Commons, where the Railway another, and there migt b. ea mreasoncompaues have made the best fi 1ht, has why charges on that section should e sone-made aunelaorate investigation of the what higher than on less costly parts of thewhole subjeot, not less LIe daims put for-. me.tard by the companies to discriminate than The difference btween the treatment ofthe compla te f shippers and travellers. through and local fre'ght la mainly theThe latet complaint against discrimination effect of competitioj. By competitionlu rates whones from the State of Pennsyl- through rates are at al times brought downvanad hvere One of the ffending companies te the lowest paying point, and in times ofex eaid t have received its franchises on the railway war below it. A railway which i aexpress ground that it should not discrimn- public necessity ought to be able te earn ate againet the local traffic. And certainly dividend on its coSt; and to grudge itthe diffrence lu the rates charged for enough to enable it to do s, evinces a desirethreugand ocal reight repectively by the to enjoy the fruits f others industry, without
great î~ Riway Company is very giving an equivalent. But many •aWygra, as the following figures show : have ne commercial basis te rest on. This
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