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A DELICIOUS SMOKE
TRY IT.
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SMOKES COOL & SWEET
TRY IT.
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vice papers devoting attention to the vital

Periodically we find

yuestion of Pmperial defence. These very
important and influsntial organs of milit-
ary opinion have o much of (heir time
taken up with matters affecting merely the
Bpecial interests of the regular army and
navy aud of the Home militia and volun-
teer forees that it is only on odd occasions
that they [iud opportuinty to refer to the
various colonial forces such as our own Can-
adian Militia, which really is worthy the
closcsl attention by all those in any way
interested in the preparation of a practi-

cal scheme of Imperial defence.
“ & e "

Under the circumstances it ix astonishe
ing that in all the spaes devoisgd 1o the

question of Imperial defence in the British
papers, service ns well as lay journals, we

60 scldom sce any refercuce to the Canad-

ian militia, and such refer nees 28 wo (o
find are generally of the most superficial
descriptionig It is nol vanity which leads
us lo regret that such is the case, but
the fact

the master minds of the

an appreciation of that were
British services
directed towards the deficicnces of our ser-
would

viee occasionally said d.ficiences

grow Dbeautifully lves.
* * - -+

All Canadians are proud of the Active
Ailitia foree, and have good caus: 1o N,
but they should not allow (h ir admita-
tion for the past grand record of (he mis
litia and for the devolion an: pitriotism ol
the men who keep the foree up to ity pres-
the

slaring defeeis in th» preseni system. The

ent standard, to close their eyes to

average Caagadian iax-pay. v liatters hime

gelf with  the comlordng thought that
the militia is in as effivicnt a state as it
can be or needs to be. Lt put [ive taousand
men into the field at a lew days’ nodtice
and put Mr. Riel's little rebellion down
in good shape ; and the s year, at two
hours’ notice, nearly three thousand good
mep and  true paraded at Montreal to aid

in maintaining the cigil authority.
» L 3 L ] *

It the militin can be depended upon to
do as much in the future, that is all the
Dominion necds in  the way of miljtary
protection, argues the average Canadian.

“Why,” he asks, “‘go {o the cxpeuse of
saddling the country with a more elabore
ute military system ? Uncle Sam is a peace-
ful weighbor, and if Eugland goes to war
with any continential power the only re-
sult Canada will cxperience will be an imn

proved demand for her patural products)’”’

t * - *

Whether Uncle Sam, with such advisers
as the Spread Eagle, Washington statics-
men, who now and again amuse themselves
by trying to twist the lion's tail, is¢
siach a guileless, harmless neighbor as wo
would like to regard hiw, is an open ques-

tioa ps yet. There can be no doubt though

that Englaud’s participation in a big Euro-
pean war would result in at least a large
portion of the Active Militin Deing placed
on serviee, for Canada would have to be de-
fended, and there is enough patriotism in
Canada to insist upon the defcnce of the
Dominion in o time of emergency, eatailing
08 slight a drain as possiblec upon the mil-
itary rcsourcca of the Imperial Govern~

ment.
2 & & =

It is very comforting for us to.go dowun
to Halifax and look at the big guns on
the “Blake” and her gmart consorts; but
will Britain, with her colonics scattered
all over the world, and the necessity of
protecting the shores of her own ‘“tight
little island” be able i 1he event of a great
war, to spare suificient vaval force to pro-
tect unassisted the Canadian seabords ? It
has lately Leea pretty clearly shown thab
the naval strength of the countries most
likely to combine against Britain is super-
ior to that of the Mistress of the Seas;
g0 that Canada can appreciate the folly of
depending wholly on the navy for the de-
fence of the Dominion in the event of a
lluropean war.

' L} » * »*

*

Qur peopie must somehow or another
be made to look upon the militia more
scriously than they have been accustom-
ed to, as something more than an organ-
jzation of speeinl constables available
when required to aid the ¢ivil power in
exerting its authortiy over riotous sub-
jeets.  As soon as the loyal people of the
country realize that the militjn js Can-
nda’s contribution towardec the great
scheme of Imperial defence they will in-
kist on its being put on a more sound
footing, and the pablic mind once made
up, the Government will soon produce the
dollars. A little attention to the posi-
tion of the militia by the British service
papers would oon bring Canadians to an
appreciation of the importance of the

force in so far as the defence of the whole



