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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Nothing of any great importance bas traospired
1n Britsh political ewcles during the last week.
Mr. Gladstone has again returned to London
after a short illness brought on, 1t is supposed, by
over-exertion and excitemen! during the recent
debate on Irisb Church matters. He 1s still
very weak, bat will recover his usual health and
activity, no doubt, in a few days.

Political matiers 1w Fracce bave still an uo-
settled appearance. Nothing definite bas been
agreed to by the couteading parties. The maa-
ager and two of the editors of the newspaper
Raphael have been sentenced to pay a large
fine, and to ane montb’s imprisonment, for having
published false news.

There is a great deal of dissatisfaction ex-
pressed 1 Madrid at Napoleon’s lenity towards
the Carlist conspirators on the frontier. The
Carhists uoder Lavangos, in the mountaios near
Toledo, are being botly pursued by the Govern
ment troops- Those who were taken prisoners
at Pampaluna have been tried by Court Martial.
The Judge Advocate urged the enforcement of
the death penalty, but it has not yet been decided
wha} ferm of pumsbment they will be made to suf
fer. Ttis reported that the Government is aliowing
the Carlists to muster in the North, but 1 takiog
measures to prevent therr moving Southward.
The volunteers of Liberty are effericg their ser-
vices to the Government to assist in the sup-
presvion of the Carlist msurrectionsts,

It is rumoured that the Cuban Generals, Gor-
dob and Figuide, with ten thousand men, attack-
ed General Latorre pear Santiago, routed bis
forces, and took bimself prisoner, The report
that Latorre bad since been shot, turos out to
be untrue. The reports from the interior are
favorable for the revolutiomsts, and a Spanish
officer is said to have stated that 100,000 more
Spanish troops will be required to conquer the
islan®s The cholera is raging at Neuvitas, No
less than 200 of the {roops are daily dymg of
that tearful disease.

PROTESTANT SISTERHOODS,; AND CATHOLIC
ConverTs.—The writer prolesses in this book
to give the personal experiences of five years
existence in a Protestant Sisterhood, and of ten
years in a Catholic Conovent. The real names
are of course not given, but the vell that con-
ceals them is very flimsy.

‘We canpot say that the perusal of this book,
of the first part especially, bas unpressed us
favorably, There 13 a little too much bitterness,
a tnfle too much rascor against the lady de-
signated as Miss Jones, the * Lady Mother” of
one of the Protestant Sisterhoods. We may be
permitted to enjoy a joke at the solemn farce
enacted 10 the Anglican sect by well meaning
ladies and geotlemen, who, though Protestants,
will persist in playing at Catholicity. But the
laugh should be good natured, and free from
malice. 'We fear that the writer of the book
before us bas unimtentionally, unconsciously, per-
haps, retained a little personal spite against Miss
Jones — the peccant ¢ Lady Mother” of the
Protestant Sisterhood, :

" For the rest, she says of Protestant Sister-
hoods 1n general, no more than what huadreds of
both Catbolics and Protestants have said before
ber. They are at best but caricatures of the
Catholic convent, bearizg to them the same re.
semblance that a mookey bears to a man, It
must be 80, seeiog that in the former, there 18,
and can be no rule, o order, and that every-
thing is left to individual caprice. The inmates
of the Protestant Sisterhood are, we firmly be-
lieve, almost always excellent persous; pure,
gineere, and actuated by the best of motives—
that of sanctifying themselves, and of serving the
poor. For the individuals, therefore, we have
the greatest respect, and our laughter 1s all for
thesystem, and its glaring inconsistencies. We

do uot beheve that, as a rule, he Protestant
Sisters are luxurious and self indulgent ; but we
do believe that they ace very tgoorant asto

{'how tbewr sellimposed duties sbould be per-

formed, and are, thérefore, doomed to a constant
succession of failures, ridiculous and deplorabie.
The work, bowever, has many attractions, and
i+ best in s appreciation of the Religious Life as
it exists within the Catholic Church ; wherew
alone perfect liberiy can be reconciled, with the
most perlect obedtence to legitimate authority.
To this respect, therefore, we can heartily re-
commend it to the notice of the Catholic readers ;
whilst its perusal will, perhaps, show Protestants
why, 10 spite of so much zeal, and self-sacrifice,
on the part of well meening 1wdividuals, Protest-
ant Sisterhoods have all so lameutably failed.

The opposition of the Lords to the In;h
Ciurch Bill reminds one very forcibly of the
troubles that attended the passing of the Reform
Bil 1o 1831-2. True, we have not had those
violent outbursts of popular wdignation which
render memorable that stormy period ; but it is
not easy 1o say what might have occurred, had
uot the stern necessities of the times, and the
enideot dislike of the British people to be over-
ruled by a class, who, they imagine, thiok of
nothing but therr own aggrandizement, taught
the Lords to reflect, and cousider that where
there 13 nothing to be gained and much to he
hazarded in a struggle ¢ Prudeoce ts the better
part of valour.”

After tte resiguation of the ¢ Iron Duke”
and the defeat of the new Min's'ry, formed undec
Lord Grey,  their attempt to pass the © Ten
Pound Franchise Bill”” at the time above re-
ferred to, a new Parliament was elected, and the
Bl was carried 1z the Commons by a majorily
of 136. To the House of Lords, it wes thrown
out, on tbe second reading, by a majenty of 41.
Then followed those dreadful scenes of riot and
ontrage at Derby, Nottinghaa, and Bastol,
which caused all thiokiog men to tremble for the
safety of the British Thbroue. The attack on
the Dukes of Wellington and Cumberland, who
were rescued mith difficulty from an infuriated
mob ; the stonmg of the Marquis of London-
derry, who was knocked from bis horse, amid
savage cries of ¢ Murder bim! Cut b throat i
the burning of Public Buildings, and the killing
and wounding of bundreds, 1 the suppression of
the riots, all failed to make the Peers submit to
the demands of the people.

When the Bill came up again in the House of
Lords, the second reading was crrried by a ma-
jority of 9, but, untortunately for the publie
peace, was thrown out 1 committee by an
amendment which was carried against the Gov-
eromept, by a majority of 35.

Tais made the people sull more exasperated,
and the middle classes who had not taken 2 very
active part 1n the preceding riots, began to utter
curses * loud and deep” aganst the aristocratic
authors of so much coofusion, The King, bay-
g refused his consent ta the creation of new
Peers, was followed by an angry and excited
populace, to the very gates of bis Royal abode,
The Minictry resigoed and the whole country
was 1o a state of feverish excitement and uocer-
tainty. People rushed to tbe Baoks to take
out their deposits, and millions of pounds changed
hands in the course of a few day. However,
after all the tumult and bloodshed, the King was
prevailed upon to give Lords Grey and Brougham
® written authority to create as many new Peers
as might be deemed sufficient to carry the Re-
form Bl through the ¢ Upper House.” But
fortunately they never bad occasion to resort to
this manceuvrz ; for the Lords, seeing that they
were about to be coerced mto domng what they
might bave done freely, succumbed with a do-
cility that no cne expected.

There is not the smallest doubt that the Gov-
eroment of the present day would have resorted to
the same means of checkmating the conservative
tendencies of the Loords, which the {Government
of former days had to resort to, in order to make
them endorse a measure that the justice and
good sense of the British people lovdly demand-
ed.

However, the ntention has bad the effect of
dong away with the necessity of resorting to
such an alternative ; and, bapply for all parties
concerved, the first instalment in the great debt
of national retribution has, with the conseat of all
wise, iberal minded men, been paid at Jast to ua-
fortunate down trodden Ireland.— Come.

(To the Editor of the True Wilness.)
Dear Sir,~—There is an article 10 the Daily
Witness ot the 21st July, oo the Chinese ques—
tion, and from the tone of coofidence in which
the editor speaks of the character and ability ot
Chinamen, ane would judge that he either has
lived for a long time amongst them, or bas made
those ¢ celestials’ a particular abject of s studies
for many years. The comparison he draws be—
tween the Chinaman aud the Irmshman is, of
course, against the latter, for be says they bave
% all the muscular qualities” of this unforlunate
biped, “ and apparently witbout his recklessness,
want of doceility, and general lack of mechanical

trawing.”

irishmen, we are sure, should feel grateful to
this erudite scribe for this hitle piece of wforma-
tion on their national character.

"It 13 50 much the more to be prized as some~
thing not to be found, as far as we know, 1 any
wock which bas been writter oo the manaers,
customs, &ec., of the inhabitants of the Chinese
Empire. However, we do not mean to say fer
2 moment that such things bave not been re«
corded, for it would oot be doing Justice fo the
earnest (1) conscientious (7) editor of the Daily
Witness to suppose that be could nat quote an
aothority——the “QOpen Bible” perhaps—in sup-
port of his thesiz,

For our own part, we must confess having read
extraordipary things 1 ¥ Gulwver’s Travels®
about the wisdom, docility, streagth, and mecban
ical ability of the Houyhnhnms, of colonies of
horses that inhabited aod governed a certain island
which Gulliver visited in his rambles tarough far off
lands. We smply meation this to show that th &
literary ¢ gem,” which the editor of the Witness
has had the kiodness and liberality to bestow on
Irshmen tbroughout the .globe, may uaot have
been the creation of bis owa laborous bram, In
order, however, to place the matter of Chinese
superiarity over the mere lIrish to 3 more up-
biased ligiit, we take the liberty of inserting the
following paragraph taken from the San Fran-
cisco Herald : —

Tas Oeinesg 18 OanigoRrvra — There i3 a growing
feeling of indigpation in this community &t the utter
dizregard, not only of degancy, bat of all our lawe
racent'y exhibited by the Chinesr, It is horrible to
reflect that renders it even possible for thege crea.
turea to ob'ain & ehare in our goveroment— perhaps
a controiling igterest in our elections. For a long
time past they bsve exhibit=d a peaceful almost a
submissive apirit, rarely committing any graver of-
fense than pilfering exposed trifles; but suddenly
they have chaaged their conduct, and for months
pnat the conrts bave been borthened with inveatiga
tiops of their crimrs—investigatiops that come to
naught, for these people have no regerd for the sanc-
tity of an oath, aad perjure themselves by wholesale,
They have introduced into our Obrigtian city all the
barbarous practices of their pative laud —they do not
besitate tu bateh cnnspiracies,abduet aod asgsssinate,
and what i3 woree, they employ an organized giog
of bravos to slsy their enemies or rivals, and guage
the reward according to the punishment that may be
ioflicted upon them. . A chipaman can be paid to as-
eagsinate, even with the death penalty etariog bim
in the face and can ocolly stipulate for the price of
his neck to be paid 1o his relatives in case he is
bang,

Although acowardly race, whean pitted man agaiost
wsn in mortal fight, yet do they digplay the mast ex
traordiny stolidity and indifference when execuhon
is about to be dons upon them In their ewn country
a line of 50 crimicals condemned to be decapitsted,
will eiok upon their knees without coercion, bend
their heads forward 8o as to expose their necks,
and stoically await the stroke of the execution:
er'a sword. They besr the dull, heavy thud at
one end of the live, and eee the ghaatly head roll
upon the pavement without a shudder. Sometimea the
exsontioner stgps tidway iu the line to rasharpen his
sword—they lBten. without a .tremer and ag he ap
nroaches them closely and their torn comes mnext,
they adjust their necks more conveniently for the
stroke. There is nething abou® this of the spirlt thax
sometimes actuates 8 Oaucasian criminal *© to die
geme'—it is simply brurishetolidity COreatures like
thesge once roused to the commission of crime, are
eminently dangerons.in a commanity, for the death
that threatens them, . It js said they bave carried their
barbarous practices to such an ex*ent in this city as
to cffer Iarge rewards for the beada of their ensmies.

What oen be dous witkr such a people? They ara
8ulegs, conscienceless, devilish. Their vile nassions,
irog kept in regtraint from submiesion to the moral
influence of the white man, are now bresking out in
barbaric fary—they openly defy oor laws. and with
b-sz2n insolence insnlt our civilization. Let ua ex-
haust all the resources of the law to restrain them,
and if they fail, let ug advige them to retarn bome.

From the above 1t does not appear that the
general character of the Chinaman is that which
would be likely to make bim a good citizen, and
wortby to shere in the privileges of the ¢ Ballot
Box,’ and the enjoyments of all ¢ modern improve-
ments,” Tt is not our inteption or desire to draw
invidious comparisons between the habits or char-
actenistics of any race of men; to extol their
virtues,or decry their vices; to flatter their vanity,
or wound their feelhngs, for we are aware that
the descendants of Adam, let them be of the stock
of either Shem, Ham, or Japheth, are not as per
fect as they should be ; and if there be anything
that deserves praise, there is a great deal more
that deserves censure,

However, though much inclined to consider
that all mankied, whether takea as individuals or
nations, might be much better thau they are, we
cannot sit downlﬁqletly and take the dictum of
the editor of theiDaily Witness, or probably
some Cbristianizel "cobbler on his staff. as the
ultima ratio of everything to be learned concern
ing the docility, mechanical ability, &ec., of the
Irish race.

The imperticent boldoess of the attempt to
lecture Irishmen on the fact of their mferioritys
in mechameal skill and ability, to the rat-eatings
child murdering slaves of Pagan idolatry, is only
equalled by the glartng ignorance and prejudice
of the stultified quill diver who presumes so
much.

Irishmen, ide your diminished heads, and
never agam raise them towards swiling heaven.
You whose bravery n the field has never been
surpassed ; whose eloqueace and love of learning
bave pever been excelled; whose stalwart arms
have belped to make new worlds, and whose
enterprise has been associated with all the great
achievements of ancieat and wodern times.—
Avaunt! the oracle has spoken; and with alj
the awful solemaity of an nspired mamae, he has
written oa the leaves of the Daily Witness thay

you are an wferior race, Yes! inferior

To Hokey Pokey Wickey Wong,
A pig-tale gening, John Qbinamar.

L. E.

Henayvine, P.Q.
(To the Edilor of the True Wiiness.)

Dear Sir,~Counnected with the life of the
individual, however bumble, are incidents that
should nat be permitted to pass by uanoticed,
especially when their publicity might have a di-
rect tendency to further the interests of human-
ity, oot only in the social, but also - the moral
order. 1f you agree with tbe writer m the
above statement, you will no doubt readiiy ac~
quiesce to bis using your very ahbly conducted
journal as the medium by which to make known
bis impressions of a visit to one of the most se-
cluded, yet one of the most delightful spots in
this the great Domimon—a spot where religion
flourishes with the freshness of youthful beauty,
and where education, the bandmaid of religibn, 18
cherished with that just appregiation which only
belongs. and ooly can belong, to the Catholic
Church, sibce under ber guidance it becomes a
bright and shining light, conducting to the Light
eternal source and author of knowledge, aud oot,
as we see outside of her the cause of demorahza~
tion and the germ of the most absurd and mon
strous theories; theories subversive of =il that
has a tendency to ennoble man, and to raise his
micd and heart above the fleeting and groveling
concerns of earth, to contemplate the ** Besuty
ever ancient and ever new ;> who alone 1s capable
of satisfying the yearnings of the humao heart,
theories productive of the most baneful conse
fquences, since their mediate, if not immediate, ob~
Ject is to destroy the barmony that should exist in
the social and family circle, to mtroduce tisaf
fection to the very heart of pations by the pro
pagation of bad principles, ehich grow with the
growth of the individuals imbibiog them, until even
the stropgest governments are placed m jeo-
pardy, and the most sacred rights shamefully
violated without even raisiog a blush on the
cheek of the perpetrator, or drawing a word of
censure from those whose best interests *twould
be to protect those rights inviolable. Heace 1t
15 that we see the more than human efferts of the
Pastors of the Church w Ameriea to erect
bouses ef education for the purpoze of collecting
within their halls the children of Catholic parents,
lest by exposing them to the wfluence of teach
ers in whose choice they have no voice, and
whose principles they must coudemn, the Catho-
lic youth should sip in the poison relerred to
above, or suffer shipwreck of all that our fore-
fathers held most sacred, and which to transmut to
their postenity in tact brought them time and
again to the scaffold, and the rack, or to pive

away io some fone dungeon. And bas pot God

blessed their efforts? Do we not see in every
state of the sister Republic noble ipstitutions
arise under the fosteriog care of the bishops,
where but a few years ago the pame of Catholic
was beld o derision and dreaded more than the
ghost of Hamlet, and wherein at present not only
Catholics, but I trust by a kind disposition of
Pronidence, Protestanis mn great numbers re-
ceive such an education as will i after years
lead tuem to the bosom of that temder mother,
from whom ia an evil hour their fathers strayed,
Here 10 Canada are schools, eolleges and aca-
demies, almost without pumber, afford.ng not only
the means of a solid education and highly rehi-
gious moral traming to the youth of this country,
but also to those of the United Statea, whose
dispositions might lead them to pursue their stu-
dies in Capada, especially such as might be de-
sirous of becoming proficient in the French l2n-
duage, a necessity almost for all pretending fo a
finshed education, ard on whose beauties and
advantages it is not mine to expatate.

Among the female institutions, those conducted
by the sisters of the Presentation, hold a distin-
gwshed place. It was our good fortune to assist
a few days ago at the anoual commencement at
the academy here conducted by these sisters,
The examination commenced at nine o’clock
a.m.,ad continned till five ¢’clock p.m., save an
Lour for dinner and recess. The exercises con-
sisted of music on the Piano, togetber. with a
rigid examination in every department, . from
reading up to the highest branches of a fimshed
education, The answermg reflected nuch cre-
dit on teachers and taught, giving evidence that
the past year at the academy of the Presentation,
Henryville, bad been one of labor. A varety
of embroidery in gold, cherille,and various othzr
materials, togetber with such an smount of other
curious combinations, whese names men are gen-
erally ignorant of, were displayed on exhibition to
the admiration and delight of the vast assembly.

It was surprising to hear young ladies of
Canada,after a residence of a few years in this in-
stitution, speak Enplsh with as fine an acrent
and as correct a propunciation as 1f it were their
native tongue, while certamn fortunates from the
United States spoke French with as much fluency
as if they had been newly imported {rom Pans,
aithough they too have been but two or three
years in the Academy. Why do more of the
young ladies 10 the Uhnited Stutes not come to
Canada to learn French from French teachers,n-
stead of going to learn 1t m purely English in-
stitutions, where they seldom or mever acquire
anytbing like a correct koowledge of it,end as
to pronunciation certamnly pever? A dialogue
in French,portraying tke fife of Madame Rivier,

foundress of “the Presentation Congregalion, and
a sketch of whose wonderful iife I would fondly
give if time permitted, tetmmated the exercises
of the examiwarion, after which Rev. Mr. St.
Aubin placed floral wreaths on the heads of the
young ladies whose academsc year had justdrawg
to a close. His reverence complimented ther
on their success 10 tbe past year, after which Le
addressed the andience, thavking them, in the
vame of the Sisters, for their presence, and ip.
viting them to coatinue to patrontze an igstitutiop
wlose benefictal results are becoming more ang
more visible as time affords greater alrantages for
the development of treasures which heretofore lay
dermaunt, as it were, but which, under the benign '
wfluence of the genial smile of religion, must yet
become the pation’s glory and the nation’
crown. The assembly thea dispersed, delighted
with the pieasures of the day, and praising, each
n bis turn, the modest deportmeat, sunplicity of
manaers, aud absence of affectation in the young
ladies, who are 1 the meantime bidding each
otber adieu until the seventh of September shal
see them again reumted aud happy woder the
geotle care of the daughters of the saintly Ma-
dame Ruvier.

Hearyville 18 about forty miles south of Mont.
rea', and about eight miles from the Vermont
Central R. R, Narture has leot ber charms to
this favored epot.  On which side soever the eye
look, there 13 a loveliness fit subject for the poet’y
fancy und the pater’s stall. Now it is a pleasant
grove, beneath whose cooling shade at noonday
the lowing herds that graze arosnd the verdant
lowlands lay them down to rest, while chipmonk
and squirrel are sporting around as f rallying their
visitors for therr want of energy, or finding fault
with them for their intrusion on their beloved
domaio. Now itis a mountain, on whose lofty
sides, covered with the fir tree and the oak,
around whose massive form grows the ivy and the
vine, which, whea lighted up by the last rays of
tbe settwg sun, recall reminiscences of early
childhood in a land beyond the sea. Nowit s
river flowing gently to the sea, fit emblem of
our mortality, which every day and bour ap-
vroaches nearer the ocean of etermty. But
charmiog above all while the god of day is sink.
ing 10 the western borizon, bark ! *ns the sound
of the Angelus from the lofty spire ot the tower
of St. George,brioging to the mind of the priest,
the religious and simple christian, one of the
greatest events io the annals of the world, the
Tacarpation of the Son of God who became man
for our sake, as siogs mother church in ber won-
derful symbol of faith # qui propter nos bomines
et propter nostrsm salutem, descendit de
ceelis, et homo fuctus est, Here I will stop
with remarking that happy s the pation whose
God 1s the Lord, happy the nation whose reli-
gion is Catholic, and thrice bappy will ycu be,
fair Canada, if, faithful to your mission, you pre-
serve with fidelity the faith brought to your
shores by self-sacrificing and devoted men, who
bave gove to receive the reward which will be
yours, If, like them, you shall bave kept the faith,
and bave persevered lo the end,

VIATOR,

THE CATBOLIC OHURCH AT FITZROY.
To the Eduor of the True Wilness.

My Dear Sir,~I hasten to convey a few
words to your valuable and much esteemed journs|
on the Catholic Church at Fitzroy.

1 had the pleasure of being there on last Sun-
day for the first time, and must say, with feeling
of joy, that 1 was well satisfied duricg my stay,
I assisted at Mass with a wost respectable con-
gregation ; the Church was literally crowded to
its utmost capacity. The Church 1s alincst new,
and 18 a very bandsome one, which, no doubt,
confers great credit on the parishioners, who have
laboured with unceasing toil until tbey have pro=
vided for themselves a comfortable Church, where
they can have offered up the Divine Sacrifice of
the Mass.  Although the Catholics are few,still
they pull well tozetber, beaded on by their very
warthy Pastor, the Rev, D. J. Lavin, i whom
they seem to cosfide their greatest confidence.
He labours with energetic zeal for the spiritual
want and moral training of those over whom be
13 placed. He 1s ever to he found at bis duties
when called upon, no matter in what case it may
be ; at the bed of the dying and sick, he is to be
found consoling them, whispertog into their ears
words of consolation the most pleasiog, and ad:
ministering o them the last rites of the Catholic
Church, which she bas so wisely provided for
those leaving this world to enter upon o¢
of eandless eternity. A few years ago the
Catholic Church here was destroyed by fire, 0¢*
casioned by some parties envious of its potitiods
which deprived the Catholics of a house of
worship ; but not disheartened, they arose agait:
firmly united, as on every occasion, and set 10
work aad erected another temple to the living
God. Although our Churches, Monasteries, 384
Cathedrals, are desecrated and consigued to the
burniog fAames, together with their Popes, bishops
and priests, still they arise again more trumphast
than ever amidst the smouldering rurns and per®
secuting enemies of our most holy faith. For the
future let us admonish the enemies of Christy 'Fd
those despisiag His Holy Church, to fie mor




