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THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE CHURCH.

Toe PracricaL Errects WaIcH MAY BE Ex-
PEOTED TO ARISE FROM THE CONSOLIDATION
or THE CuuvrcH 1N CANADA,

[Hev. Canon O' Meara, Winnipeg.]

(CoNTINUED.)

Another advantage which itseems to me may
fairly be expected to flow from Consolidation is
the new power the Church will gain of express-
ing her views and making her intluence tell in
regard to great moral and social questions of
which, as the champion of that righteousness
and justice which exalt a nation sho is bound to
take notice, Lot me give ono illustration of
what I menan, - We boast ourseives as Canadi-
ans upon our own elaborate system of educa-
tion; we point with, perbaps, pardonable pride
to the large sums which as a nation we lavish
on it; we rocite with satisfaction the increasing
number of ‘isms’ and * ologies ' which we cram
into the heads of our long-suffering children,
And yet I say that in spite of all this, the work
of education in Canada is only being half done.
The intellectual side is being fed to repletion,

and the moral side is being starved. And yet,
it is the veriest common-place of all history to
say that in the permanent power and prosperity
of a people, the moral training of the citizen is
worth three times what the intellectual is, I
am not giving only my own opinion; I am
voicing views recontly expressed by such a
broad and thoughtfui paper as the Toronto
Week, ** when I say that in Cunada as a_whole
genuine, thorough, moral training of the child-
ren is only being played with—it does not take
up one tenth part of the teaching time; there
are no text books on it; there are no examina-
tions in it ; there i# no government inspection
ofit. And so it is lurgely allowed to drift,
pushed out of the way by the more clamorous
calls of intollectual training. And I further
sny that this state of things is the greatest pos-
sible monace to the well-boing of our nation;
that we are sowing the wind and that if we go
on, we shall surely renp the whirlwind in n
lowered tone of public morals, a degenerating
standard of private conduet aud a goneral loos-
ening of moral tios, which will ruin the best
interests of the nation. How is this state of
things to cease, for cease it must if Canadais to
endure and prosper. It is an intolerable wrong
that our children should have their best inter-
ests consumed in the Moloch fires of political
expediency. How is it to cosse; why, the
Christian Church as & whole must rouse itself,
unite and speak, aye, and act on this profoundly,
this vitally important subject. And no part of
the Christian Chnrch of the Dominion is better
fitted to speak or act upon this subject than the
Churclkr of England, for her clergy ure almost a
unit over the Lominion on this question; but
being se far not one Church but threeske lacked
opportunity to speak with united voice, Now
it 18 different. A committee representing the
- whole Chureh can co-operate with other Chris-
tizn bodies to inaugurate  new movement over
the whole Dominion to put a stop to a state of
things in our system of education which is a
shame 10 a Christian nation, ana a blot upon
our Anglo-Saxon civilisation, We must demand,
not the teaching of religion, but the teaching of
morality as based upon the will and word of
God. We must have the ten commandments
taught to our children from ocean to ocean of
our Dominion, and taught not in any slip-shod,
half hearted way, but taught thoroughly, earn-
estly, fully, mnde as integral and esseutial a
part of our public scheol courses as are reading,
writing or arithmetic, In this and other ways

-

a united church can influence for good public

thought and deed as no individaal dioceses or
even provinces ever can, '

Again, I think we may look for a large access®
of new corporate life and power from the union

which we are considering to night. We talk of
and pray for Christian reunion, and signs are
not wanting in many quarters that things are
shaping themselves in that direction ; but if the
Church of Eogland in Canada is to play the
part she ought in that great movement, she
must first herself become unit of organic life and
force. With united Presbyterianism, with united
Mathodism all over the Dominion one first con-
dition for the Church taking any part at allin
efforts towards union would seem certainly to be
that she should be able to speak with the author-
ity of asingle united Church on the great ques-
tion which must be discussed ard settled ere the
dream of many devout souls can be turned into
an achieved and bencficent reality. But besides
organic unity, Consolidation will help to pro-
duce that real inner unity of sontiment which
the Church of England must have if she is ever
to pluy her purt aright in the dovclopment of
the reliyzious life of our great Dominion, This
aspect of Consolidation was well brought out in
ono of the first meetings ever hold on the subject,
when speakiog in London, Ontario, Mr, Churles
Jenkins, of Petrolia, said: ¢ They had arrived
at & period in the history of the local Church
when to exist they must extend their machinery,
No one could hear the addresses of Canon D

and the Bishop of Algoma last night
without concluding that thereis a temporary
blight on the life of the Cunadian Church, that
her power is paralyzed. 1t is this chilling iso-
lation that has done it,and unless we brenk free
from it the Canadiun Church will never occupy
the place she should, either at home or in the
missionary field. The Church in Bogland had
acomplished a poble work ; it hud permeated
through every cluss of Fnglish society, mould-
ing the character of the nation; and its influ-
ence had much to do-with the holding up of
that glorious flag which was known and respect-
ed wherever man had found a Lome on earth.
This was the work of the Church and the Prayer
Book in the Mother country; but here in
Canada the Church had accomplished nothing
of that kind, Why ? because here there was
no cohosion ; no Catholic sentiment discernible,
I'm of Toronto says one; I of Huron, says
anothér; I of Niagara, says yet another,
and so it goes on. It was the duty of
the Church to correct this; to weld the
poople together into one organic living whole.”
And that Mr. Jenkins was right the whole
higtory of the Church since then has amply
proved. But-how will Consolidation produce
unity of sentiment, which is the real vital unity
that will alone give ornanic unity its full value
and effect, It will I think tend to break down
the sources of disunion which have been hither-
to a cause of uneasiness to the Cunadian Church,
viz, Sectionalism and party spirit, In vegard to
the first of these I think that we may fairly
hope that when Churchmen from all over the
Dominion meet each other in General Synod or
Committee : when they learn more and more
of ench other and of the needs, the difficulties
and the special problems of each Section of our
widely sundered and divided work ; when they
look about beyond the barriers of Diocesan and
Provincial organizaiions and intereats and are
called upon tosurvey the work and provide for
the progress of the whole Canadian Church, I
do think thut there will thus eosue a breaking
down of sectional divisions, a removal of sec-
tional isolation and a clearing up of sectional
misunderstandings which could never have come
to pass with a still divided Church, And [ think
the same beneficent results may be looked for
in regurd to the second cause of disunion, viz,
party spirit. lam not so Utopian as to dream
that parties are going to cease in the Church ;

we've got to make humarn nature ovér again
before that happens; but I do think that it is
possible for these parties so to hold their views,

- 80 o respect the eelings, principles and rights

of those who differ from them; so to subor-
dinate the interests of the party to the interests
of the Church that the bane of party spirit
shall at least be minimized, if not utterly de-
stroyed ; our own Diocese is a proof of this;
both parties are fully represented in the ranks
of our Clergy and laity ; and yet one source of
our progress has undoubtedly been that party
bitlerness has almost besn unknown among us,
Weare a united Diocese, as oue man rallying
around our Catholic hearted Bishop and present-
ing a united and thereforo victorious front to
the difficulties which mee* us at well-nigh every
step in our onward course. And what is pos-
siblein one'Diocese is surely possible for the
whole Church, andthe large questions, the in-
finitely important issues which will engage the
members of our General Synods, the calibre of
men that these Synods will surely call out; the
new spirt and enthusiasm for the Church as a
whole that Consolidation will evoke, will surely
have the effect of lessening the prevalence and
weakoning the influence of party spiritin every
section of the Canadian Chuarech, 1t wo want an
indication of this we have only to remember
the course of events at the Winnipeg Conference
and the Genernl Synod last Fall, No more

. serious questions were ever debated than werse

frankly und fully discussed at these two gather-
ings. Mon of every shade of view met on these
oceasions, and yot at both these meotings party

-spirit was conspicuous for its absence. Among
.all the votes taken and the divis.ons which took

place, there was not a single trace of the in-
fluence of party lines, and parily because of
this vory fact the General Syuod was 80 emi-
nently successful as to elicit the hearty com-
mendation even of the Toronto ‘Globe.

A fourth advantage which we may hope
to see arise out of Consolidation is the
creation in some way of a common Widows
and Orphans Fund and Superanouated Fund
for our Clorgy, Thore seem to be something
distinctly hard in the fuct that afcer a Minister
has been paying regularly to a W. & O, Fund, or
has been contributing through bimself or his
congregation to-a Superannuation Fuad for
yeurs, just boacause ho moves to another
Diocese, though he still conlinues an active
Clergyman of the sumo Church, he should yet
lose the advantage of long wmervice or long
support of the W. & O. Fund.

Now I am well aware that in any way to in-
terfoere with existing Funds will be very
difticult ; but Tdo not think it impossible that
there should be created at least a Superannu-
ation Fand, if not also a W, & O. Fund for the
whole Dominion. Such a Fund would have to
start from the beginning, but owing to its wider
range and therefore, greater benefit, it would, I
faney, gain a good deal of support which is now
witheld from Diocesan Funds by reason of the
fact that in leaving a Diocese the Clergyman
loses all participation in the Fund -

Tho views which 1 have put forward in this
paper may seem to be visionary. I do notclaim
that these new forces will become immediatey
operative, far from it; but I think Consolida-
tion provides two important factors for turning
vision into reality—it provides an ideal towards
which to work, and it provides an organization
through which this ideal may be achieved. I
am sure of this: if our fellow Churchmen in the
East are as earnest in this matter as are we in
the West, the next General Synod will see &
very distinct advance along the lines I have
suggested. We are in dead earnest about Con-
solidatiun here in the West, The western sec-
tions of General Synod committees have already
held two meetings. One at Winnipeg in Janu-
ary and the other at Banff in June, both at-
tended at a considerable expendijture of money,



