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OUR PRAYER BOOK.

——

The following is an extract from a Uuitarian
paper on the Book of Common Prayer.

# No wonder the Episcopalian loves the ser-
vice in his prayer book. For those to whom its
jeading thoughts are true, fo take part in it
must be like taking part in rendering a noble
aratorio. The simple stately phrases niove on
like solemn music. Observe their orderly pro-
cession—first the head bows in quict confession
and then uplifts a bright and shining face; then
follows. reverent listening as to oracles, Bible
oracles, broken by the peals of praise; then the
tirm tread of the ‘Creed; ' and last the bowed
liead again in the long, low responsive murmurs
of the collects and Jitany., Each part a beanti-
fui detail, each richly varied from the next, yet
all conspiring to unity. The serviee is a noble
work of art.

“ And it is what public worship should be, a
camanon service. The boolk is truly called the
¢ Book of Common Prayer” The people make
together that ¢ General Confession’ with which
it opens ; the people praisc in choral psalms and
slorins ; the people read the psulms for the day
in nlternation with the priest; the people voice
in unison their Credo; the people respond,
petition by petition in the litany, and take cach
of the Ten Commandments to themselves, and
by Amens appropriate the prayers and collects
which the priest recites; and here and there
the people rise, and here and there they kneel
together. The priest, though laving much to
vead, never for a long space reads alone, so close-
ly do the people follow him. Many ages and
experiences and modes can enter into this ser-
vice, and each find that which is its own ; the
little child in its first church-going will recog-
nize the ¢ Our Father' he has learnt at home,
and to the old in years it must be full of cluster-
ing associations. And the use of the same book
by all Episcopalians widens the eommunion
through all the lands. At the hour of worship
all who bear this name are treading the same
wardpaths of thought and praise. Let Sunday
eome, and whenever he can find his chureh, the
traveler is & native and the stranger feels at
home.

“ The sorvice, too, is old and links the gener-
ations in communion, Itis a century old ns
used in America, three centuries old or more in
its English form, while by many a phrase and
formula it is related to Liatin mass-books of the
Mother Church, The Glorias came resounding
down from that early Christian chureh that
even mothered Rome's.—Iachange.

“PRIESTS IN SIIOOTING JACKETS.”

Lord James Butlor, some ycars ago, in the
(ieneral Synod, referred in severe and scathing
tones to “ Priests in shooting jackets.,” Whether
his words were intended as a prophecy or not,
they appear, we regret to say, to be coming
true.  Fashion is a wonderful thing, and rules
even clerical ecircles. A fow decent old Evan-
gelicals linger on who still wear tall silkk hats,
eschew clerical collars and M. B. waistcoats,
and retain the ordinary frock coat. In one re-
spect they have gone with the tide—viz., that
they did not display the expanse of shirt front

known among the faithful as“ the breast-plate
of righteousness,” These men except for their
white ties, are not distinctively eclerical in their
appearance, but they are decently and decorous-
ly dressed, like respectable medical practi-
Uoners. Vet what are we to say about “the
Priests in shooting-jackets ?” These men are
uot, as a rule, Evangelicals; they are High

Churchmen; they wear the allronnd collar,
the soft and tasseliod or rosetted hat; butthey
wear also the shooting jacket. They aro not
all young men cither. A wman, of course, may
wear ashort coat in his study or in his garden;
but it is rather much to see this garment worn
on public oveasions, such as visitations and large
annual gatherings of the clergy. Some wmen,
too, who favour it donot even wear the shoot-
ing jackel in black, but we have seen il in light
grey. Where are we tostop? Wo heseech
you, brethren, to sutfer aword of exhortation.
Keep your cigarettes and shooting jackets for
private wxe; they arve all very well i their own
place, but that place is not the public streets
and roads and assemblios for Church purposes.
The plague has hegun, 80t is timo to say this
word. Remember the advice of Polonius to
Laertes—
“The apparel oft proclaims the man.”

We cannot get to the root of this fashion in
shooting jackets. Arc they a profano imitation
of the short surplice ? We trow not.  Are they
an affeclion of the squire’s attire? We hope
not, Wo despise the parson wha sinks his own
saered character, thinking that he is more of a
gentleman by dressing as a layman,  We can-
not make it out ; it may, perhaps, be @ question
of economy or convenience, but ifit be, let it be
indulged in private. A clergyman is a man
much observed and eriticized, often wnkindly
criticised ; but if' he is to be eriticised for his
vestments, whether inorout of church, let it
he on the ground that he is expecially eaveful to
look always what he i, Demeanour, dress,
and decorum during divine service go a very
long way. Weknow men who e so calm, so
reverent, so simple during divine service, that
we feel at onee impressed by them for good,
And we know men who are the very opposite,
who tumble into chureh anyhow at the last
moment, with tossed hair, flushed fiaee and
shortenced breath, You almost sce their avms
struggling into their surplices; and they end
as they begin. We don't wish men to affect
what they don’t feel, for an affected piety is
utterly nauscous ; but there is such a thing us
a simple, reverent dignity, whiclh beeomes o
clergyman both in an out of the ¢hnreh ; and on
Lehalf of this wo protest agninst “ Priests in
shooting juckets.” We speak as to wise men,
—Irish Eeclesiastical (fazeite,

IMMORTATITY.

There is certainly proballe foree in the his
torieal fuct that most eivilized men of all ages
and countries have believed in the immaortality
of their souls, without the Bible. Tven the
Ameriean Indians have always believed in the
Great Spirit, and expected a future existence
in the happy hunting grounds, The ancient
pagans universally believed in gods and nn fu-
ture state, except where they were corrupted
by power and crime like the later Romans and
the Athenians, toward the verge of national
putrescence. Their mythologies express the
real forms of their original popular heliefy.
Their philosophers, Socrites, Plato, Aristotle,
held tho immortality of the sonl free from the
fabulous coloring of the myths, but upon more
solid and rational grounds, The fact that the
ancient Kgyptians certainly expected the fi-
ture existence, not only of the soul but of the
body, is munifest from their extraordinary care
in embalming and preserving all the corpzes of
their deud.

The ancicnt and the modorn Chinese helieve
firmly in the future existence of the dead,
otherwise their anecsior worship, which is
nearly the whole of their practical religion,
would be an absurdity. The Indian ruces
are firm believers in immortality, except as the
pantheism of the Buddhist doctrine modifies
their hope of an individual personal conseicus-

ness beyond death, Tho Scythinns, Goths and
Seandinavians were firm bolievers in a future
existence. The whole Mohammednan world
holds immortality and a certain form of fMuture
rewards and punishments, just as distinetly
and us firmly as the Christians, We are also
cutitled to use the fact that jimmortality has
always been tho corner-stone of the Bible ve-
ligion, among both' Hebrows and Christinns of
all ages, as the fnctor in this historical arga-
ment,  For this religion has oither & divine
origrin, or it has not,  To thase who hold the
former origin the question of immortality is
settled ; those who deny its divino origin must,
of course, teach that Christianity, like the othor
religions of mankind, is the outgrowth of some
natural principles of reason and fecling belong-
ing to human naturo.—Ree. R, L, Dabuey

LIFE IS REAL,

From the eradle to the grave life is ono long
constant reality, It cannot be trifled with as
a child plays with a toy, and throws nside when
il no longer affords its possessor pleasure, It
cannot be treated as a joke, or aceepted us a
mere facl. Tt bears upon its fuce the stumyp of
of greatness and the scuf of divinily, C(hances
and changes may affect its materinl growth
and lessen it opportunities, but neither enn
destroy its reality, 1f it ix wasled, ovon ovor
so litte, it means just that much actual loss to
its possessor.  As'it hurries along its allotied
course there are no opportunitios given for ro-
tuening to guther up the lost moments, no (imeo
for retracing a single step, no hope of rogain-
ing the chances which were once offored but
now lie buried in the pust,

I1f1ife is then so stern & reality should it not
be spent in making overy winule count for
good.  In taking advantage of cvery opportu-
nity offered forits improvement, and in muking
some other life happter and botter, o that ut
its close the beaton track it has parsued muy
not be strewn with the graves of lost possibili-
ties, but murked all nlong its course by the
mile stones of good deeds, kind words, loving
thoughts and  bright hope.— Parish Messenger
Spokune,

Oxe and unchanged, God js revenled in all
varieties of loveliness, all frugments and olo-
ments of knowleage, all traits of worlhy char-

acler. Thus the Christian touches all things
with i loving reverenee, for within them God is
hidden,  And beeanse wherever He is, Ho is 1o
be adored, thevefore (o the believer in God all
Joy in whal is beautiful, all satisfaetion in sscer-
tained truth, as all delight in human felowship,
is forever passing back into worship of IHim
whose essenco it is that touclhies with glory all
desiruble things, that is, in their fundamental
nature and true applieation, all things that are,
“Ioly, lml])', holy, is the Lord of hosts; the
whole earth iy 1ull of His glory,"—CaNoN
Gonk,
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Four Moniths................... Liily 30e¢.
Three Months.................. Clergy 25c¢.

Desiino 1o have everyone sce the GUARL
DIAN und judge for themselves a8 to its worthy
and feeling confident that a trinl of the paper
for a few months will secure permanent friends,
we will send the papor Lo any layman, or cler-
gyman remilting us as wbove, on trial: Sun-
SCRIPTION TO CEASE ON EXPIRY OF TRIAL TER M
unless continued by express order,



