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faults of public prayers.”” He does not notice, it will be
observed, the blemishes of social worship, where the bre-
thren indiscriminately try their ¢ gifts.? His remarks have
exclusive reference to the classic ground and higher dignitics
of the pulpit and an educated ministry.

( To be concluded in our next. )
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THE CHURCH.

TORONTO, JUNE 27, 1850.

CLERGY RESERVES.

The debate upon Mr. Price’s resolutions was
brought to a close at a late hour on Friday night, or
rather on Saturday morning. Protracted as the debate
has been, it has been animated and interesting in the
extreme ; and has elicited some displays of eloquence
which would do credit to any senate in any couutry.
The issue of the struggle we consider almost tanta-
mount to a defeat on the part of the movers, for
although the whole set of resolutions have, iu parlia-
mentary language, been carried, yet the result can
uever be adduced as represeuting the uvnited opinion,
or any thing like unanimous wish of the Legislative
1louse of Assembly of this Province: cousequently
the proceedings hiere will be devoid of all weight in the
eyes of the Legislature at home ; or at any rate of the
weight which would necessarily attach to an address
from the Province, if it spake the general sentiments
of the Assembly or people.  The first twenty-three

i landy glorious as she is, T r
| learning,'may be atfributed toher having no general ¢ou -

Resolutions were allowed to pass without a division,
as being a mere relation of circumstances connected |
with the history of the Reserves. The twenty-fifth,
declaring that the present disposition of the Revenue |
is unjust, met with a decided, though ineffectual op- |
position; but the twenty-ninth which contained the |
pith of the question, hamely, that the Provincial Legis-

the Reserves entirely from religions purposes, was
carried only by a majority of two. There yet remaing
to be adopted an address to the Queen founded upon
thesé Resolutions, but we maintain that no address

embodying their sentiments' can ever be received or |

looked upon as * the opinion of the House, when
the divisions have shewn that there exists a great dif-
ference of opinion, and very strong oppositiot to the
measare, though it has been introduced and borue up
with all the influence of a popular ministry.

The carryin}i these Resolutions is a very different
matter from the passing a bill. In the latter case, the
merest majority is epough to make it a law; some
such rule being necesary for the practical working of

{

Jature should be invested with the power of alienating |

Legislation~ But when an address is presented to
the Tmperfal Government, stating that such and such
are the sentiments and the wishesof the I{egislature of
Canada, that # the opinion of the House of Assembly |
“here, it would . be expedient and desirable that the |
Government there should revise and repeal certain
important laws of its own enacting, then the authorities |
addressed must necessarily inquire into every thing
connected with the alleged opinion : is it the ‘opinion
of the whole House, or of only one half of it, is it the
consentient act of our Legislature, or is it a mere
party vote, obtained by party influences, and contrary
to the opinion of a large and respectable section of
the Assembly ?  When all these are counsidered, as
we are confident they will be, it can hardly be ex-
vaesed that the, Jenest K éSolutions and the address ;
and in withholding its concurrence it will be only in-
terposing its supreme authority in the very way in
which it can best be exercised, nauely, as a check upon
the evils and injustice of partizan Legislation.

The following analysis of the division has been pre-
pared with some care, and may be depended upon as
correct iu the main 1—

Yeas. Nays.
Ministers ....cocoovnenee PR | 1
Ministerialists . .37 12
Anti-Ministerialists ....ccconcarrenseanse Veu! 21
—36 —34
Upper Canadians ....oc.e.eesvaviversasssies 18 17
Lower Canadians ....c...coqmuersscssrennsn 18 17
—36 —34
Members of the Chareh of England ...... 7 17
Members of the Church of Rome ......... 13 13
JORBBODERTE i o 4554 (it s ihe wirgnd SEOGEERRE 4
French ExXtraction ....ocoovesveissiseseesns
Other do.
e
CONVOCATION.

1t was not our intention at the present to have pub-
lished the letter of the Rev. W. Bettridge, and the

remarks upon it by our correspondent E., for the same
reasonswhich the venerable the Archdeacons gave for |
requesting the Hon. P. B. De Bacquiere not to pro-

ceed with his proposed Bill for the government of the |
United Church of England and Ireland in this Pro- |
vince. We have, however, thought it best to give them }
insertion in our columns without further delay, because

we find that extracts from Mr. Bettridge's letter are

being published in many of the country newspapers.

But although we publish these documents, we shall

avoid making any remarks thereon at present, for thes
reasans above referred to :

TO THE CLERGY OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND
IRELAND IN THE PROVINCE OF CANADA,

At a period like the present, when the Interests of our
Church necessarily occupy a large share of public atten-
tion,—when the advancement and stability of these
interests obvionsly demand our united energy of thought
and yctinn, and when a distinguished layman of our com-
waonion (the Hon. P. B. DeBlaquiere has published bis
views on the _lmgnrtam subject of self-Government of the
Chareh in this Colony, T have thonght it expedient to
snbmit to you the accompanying information, as well to
shew that the clergy have long since expressed their
opinions and used their effoMs o obtaia so desirable an
end, as to assist our members generally in formiong their
judgment upon sn grave a matter.

Jtmay be necessary to premise that the * Western Cle-
vical Society” was formed at the Rectory, at Woodstock,
19th November, 1834, seven Cléergymen being present.
T'he proceedings were transmitted to the Bishop of Que-
bee and received his unqualified approbation; to his ap-
proval of ¢ur Society he added his recommendation to all
the Clergy in the West to joinit. The principal law or
fundamental rule of the Society was *‘to confer on the
measures best caleulated to advance the intevests of the
Redeemer's Kingdom, and to afford snch mutual aid as the
circumstances of the Chureh or of each individual mem-
ber of this Society may require.”

In carrying out this object the attention of the Society
was especially directed to the division of the Diocese, and
the formation or establishment of a* Convocation.” Fre-
qnent conferences were had and varions plans snggested.
The Honorable and Venerable Archdeacon Strachan was
chiefly and generally eonsulted.

On the 4th November, 1835, the Society (twelve Clergy-
men being present ) Resolved,—

“ That we consider it of essential and vital importance
to the welfare of the Chureh, that a general meeting of
the Clergy of this Province be held at as early a period
as possible, to confer on the general interests of the Church
in the present critical posture of her affairs, especially

* with regard to the division of the Diocese,~the provision
for a Bishop, and the induction of the Clergy.”

This resolution was communicated to several Clerical
Brethren in the East, and replies of concurrence were
received. 4

A meeting of the Society took place on the 3rd Feb.,
1836, when a letter from Archdeacon Strachan was re-
ceived; the following is an extract :—

Toronto, 30th January, lsﬁ g chis TN
« For more than twenty years 1 have urged the v m- “ﬁiﬂ& f; @
sity of an annual Convention or Convocation of the Clergy | Wantety T OTL SCRreRs A
of this Colony but without snecess.  Yet I am ngt oneto *;?‘i“‘“,‘ y Of‘!_ﬁ‘slgﬂ\‘a"d aclioh .m;:“' . 18 1P beb
give up what I consider essential, for hope deferred; and 9 - I'gpond disc USHIOH on any mptsure ! re
as 1 have, throngh the blessing of God, lived to aceom- leave of ( onvocation be obtained for gts mtroductlpn.
plish av ol;ject after more than 30 years diligent excrtion, 10.— That every measure adopted in Convoeation shall

. 5 itted tc 3ishop for his approval, and if so
itk . . I shall accom- be submitted to the Bishop fo .app y !
Lt thas ith the Welp of My il oveh of Evg. | SpPROVEd hall Becoie  SATAN Tile for the Govermment

. te o e of the Church.

and first iy purity, in strength and 11.~That it shall ‘be the duty!of every, Clergyman. to
attend the' Convocation,” that no excuse shall be valid
except that of ill-health, extraordinary duty, or permission
from the Bishop.

12.—That ; these fundamental’ Rules be not. changed
unless the proposed alteration ‘be submitted at one meet-
ing of the Conyocation,. for the. consideration of the ext,
—adopted by at least two-thirds of the members of Fa‘:h
order present; and eanctioned by the Bishop. 8

Signed Georce O’KirL Srvart, Chairman.

WiLLiam BETTRIDGE, .

R D. CARTWRIGHT, g iy o

In an address to the Clergy, delivered 13th September,
1837, by the Venerable Archdeacon of York, (and printed
and published immediately afterwards) we find the follow- i
ing observations. ‘

“My Reverenp BreETHrEN.—The meeting of the
Clergy of the Established Church of this Province, held in |
October last, under their Archdeacons, in the absenee of |
the Bishop, may with great propriety be consideredas an |
Erain our Ecclesiastical History. In regard to ampual
Convocations nothing material has been effected from the
absence and feeble health of our late excellent Diocesan.—
The subjéct of an annual Convocation being still in dbey-

ce it was deemed inexpedient to convene a general eet-

i-.in this Province,~forsthe morgrefficient main eﬁnce of
d order, the supply of Ministeys, where

pnvfrer ﬁnfer Degrees in Divinity in that'Coll eoe. The |
he suppog':)f those alreddy employed -and for

ready consent of the Governmient to further the proposal of
the 'Bidl%p of Montreal as to this latter meagure, and more-
overy fosanction a similar one for the establishment with

e privileges of a College at Toronto, has beeri declared
to me. From this circumstance, I persuade myself that
the injustice done to our Church by the University Bill was
not intentional on the part of the Government ; but that it
‘originated rather in an indisposition in our Church autho-
rities to assist, by timely suggestions, in the framing of
that or some. sitnilat Bili, which public epinion ‘had so
long and so peremptorily demanded. :

It cannot be expected that the Government will relin-
quish their purpose of maintaining the University of
"Poronto asa National Institution for trainingthe youth.of
the Upper Province in secular learning; but it does not
appear that the Government are disposed.to refuse their
sanction to the erection, by Royal Charter, or Legislative
enactment, of separate, affiliated Colleges, in which the
several denominations of Christians may have the entire
moral and religious education of their own members : and
thus the objection which every true Christian must feel to
the non-religious character of the present University will
be effectually removed. The Degrees in Divinity would

‘opinion by the Bishop of London.

here, and he was glad that it had done so.

the position in which she stood.

open question,
which he {Mr. Baldwin)in 1846 had taunted the A
vocation by which her power might be concentrated, and
through which the Laity might contribute their affec-
tionate aid. She is the only Christian Charch that has
no meetings of her Clergy, no means of calling furth the
sympathy of the whole population in her favor. Look at
hersister Bstablishment in Scotland; her generalassembly
meets annually for two weeks, and no government can
withstand the unanimous request of this court. There
are during its sittings. many questions of great moment
discussed, in all of which the people take a lively interest,
—their affeetions are awakened and their love for their
ecelesiastical Establishment becomes an active and living
principle; and so would it be in England, and even to a
greater degree were the ancient Convaeeation of two
housés under proper modifications to meet for the transac-
tion of business.—But to come nearer home, Bishop Ho-
bart, the greatest man that the Sister Church in the United
States has yet bewailed, stated to me that the diocesan
Conventions every three years (every year ?) were of
vital importance to the prosperity of the Chureh. . And
have we not seen even in this province the imposing atti-
tude assnmed by the different classes of Presbyterians by
taking the name of Presbyteties and Synods. 1 speak
not to blame them for I consider them right, butto urge
the propricty of our annual meetings that we may also
gather strength. - At the last visitation I presented to the
Brethren the accompanying plan or constitution for a
convoeation in Upper Canada. It had been previously
snbmitted to the Lord Bishop, and in order to bring the
matter more impressively before the Clergy, I dwelt upon
the subject at some length in my sermon (Page 18 to 23.)
This constitution 1 by no means offer as perfect; it 18
merely intended as the hasis, to be altered, amended and
::et:: ged, i Ouie of‘lhe Bifediten” siny:dietmn with his opinion on the subject of a Convocation.” [
~ The Secretary was rcquestéd to reply to the Arch- The subject has remained in abeyance” but not in.

5 R 3 : | oblivion since that time. It is now again fully braught
2:&3::1' S8 following Jw sty S fmm.éfs?..commum before the public by letters and proposed Bill.of .M:\‘-adex

Blaquiere, ‘The object of the writer of this article «s to
assist the Clergy in forming their opinions. That the
Church in this Colony should have the management of its
own affairs is the full, acknowledged persuasion of all.
"This persuasion (as far as regards the Clergy Reserves)
was expressed by petitions to the Legislature in 1843, as
may be seen by the following extract from the repart of
a Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly.

“ Committee Room, 19th Feb., 1845
«The Committee to whom was referred the petition of
the Church Society of the Diocese of Toronto, and other
{;]etitiqns signed by many thousand persons, members of the
nited Church of England and Ireland, resident in the said
Diocese of Toronto and the Diocese of Quebec, praying to
have the controul over, and the disposition and arrange-
ment of their respective shares of the Clergy Reserves as
is equivalent to the proportion of the funds assigned by the

to this plan. >
The attempt: to érect an independent, exclusively Church

moreover, without sacrificin
ciples, will not, I am satisﬁei
or support of our community in this Province, or.of the | of

. ; British public. * And should we perversely refuse to ac-
ing of the Clergy during the summer, but for the pulpose | code to the proposal of our Gov‘:ee;rnment,y to place our

of procuring brotherly communication and a good uder- | ¢hurch (as I conceive). in' a betier position in the present
standing among the brethren, the Archdeacon resol¥ed to | Fpiversity than she ocZupied in thep?ormer one tl?e mozt
meet in their respective Archdeaconries, and by meais of withering blight to our educational hopes must r’esult.

a deputation it was hoped that the same community of | " May [ therefore, request that you, will, without delay,
opinion and sentiment would be obtained as if all hadas- | communicate to the Bishop of Toronto the assurance of
sembled in one body. Next season the Lor(l B:sho}: of | my readiness to use my best efforts to obtain for our
Montreal will, no doubt extend his visits to this Provinee, | church here, from the Government and Legislature,

for the purpose of exercising his Episcopal functions, and | imilar advantages t b s i
will, in all probability assemble the Clergy, and favour us ‘ Montreal, onn &ghzlf 3{%?&3‘3% %;iﬁieth:“Bﬂoggf
{ portant point. ) : .

On the subject of a Convocation, and other matters fe~
ferred to in my letter to the Clergy and Laity, and in my
proposed Bill, I beg to offer a few additional obseryations.’
I could scarcely expect that my proposals should at first |
be fully understood, and they were submitted rather as | Fabse
suggestions in the hope of eliciting discussion, than as a | 319 QUestign Ry
settled measure for unreasoning adoption. But I might
have hoped fo escape misrepresentation ; to. this however,
I willingly submit, if the present and future interests of the
Church may be advanced. 1 am happy to have received
your own and the Bishop’s recordenY and uncontradicted
opinions on this important subject, and toassure you that
I fully concur in these opinions. = The object of any Legis-
lative enactment I could be induced to support, would not
interfere with the rights of the Church, but simply place
her, in her “corporate capacity, in a position to exercise
those rights.”

1 hold with yourselves the object of a Convocation to be
— To deliberate on, and to adopt measures for the general
interests and more permanent establiskment of the Church in
this Province ; for the more ;Iﬁciem maintenance of disci-
pline and order ;. for the supply of Ministers where wanted ;
for the support of those already employed ; and for securing
unity of design and action. in all.’ ~And I subscribe, ez
animo, to the proposition that,  Inmatters purely doctrinal,
the Laity should have no voice.”’

May I not then reasonably anficipate the support of the
whole Provincial Church, in my efforts to establish a Con-
vocation? The necessity for sych a measure is too gene-
rally felt and acknowledged to be called for a moment in
question. It is therefore my settled purpose to introduce
into this Legislature a Bill for the establishment of a Con-
vocation, on the broad principles above stated; and I
confidently rely apon the acknowledged judgment and expe-
rience of the Bishop of Torouto for assistance in framing
such a Bill; and upon the general co-operation of the
Clergy and Laity in perfecting. it.

I have the honor to be, Venerable Sirs,
Your faithful, humble Servant,
P. B. DEBLAQUIERE.

the latter being fullv considered.

to give them up. With all their talent

“manship arrayed in fall force,

# Woodstock, 16th February, 1836.
Your general plan for the constitution of a Convention
or Convocation was approved of by all. To the further-
ance and final success of this object, the Society is fully
aware that every energy must be put forth; and Tam
authorised 'to say that the Society will leave no legitimate
measure unessayed to secure it. The position of our
Church in this Province, left, as she a/most is, to her own
guidance and resources, must, if anything can, animate her
Ministers in her defence and establishment. Our Society
has, from its very formation, entertained and cherished
the hope that a general meeting, preparatory to the form-
ation of a Council or Convocation, would be permitted, if
not directly sanctioned, by our venerable and beloved
Diocesan, ~ The Society has been desirous to commend
itself to the notice, approbation, and. confidence of the
Ministers and Rulers of our Church, by the soundness of ul } 3 h
its principles, and by the sobriety of its proceedings. This | Provision of an Act of the Imperial Parliament passed in
expectation has been realized 6 an extent scarcely anti- | the fourth year of Her Majesty’s reign, for the support of
cipated, We are therefore resolved, under the {)ivine | the Church of England, beg leave respectfully to suggest
blessing, steadily to pursue our course.” to your Honourable House to adopt an address to Her Most
On the 18th May, 1836, the Society met at the Rectory, | Gracious Majesty, beseeching Her Majesty to recommend
Woodstock. The Archdeacon (Dr, Strachan) and eleven | to the Imperial Parliament to amend the said Act, so as to
clergymen were present. It was place at the disposal of the Church of England their share
Resolved,—* That the Secretary and the Rev. B. Cronyn of the said reserves in Upper and Lower Canada to be con-
be requested to wait upon the Lord Bishop, and to bring trolled and managed by the respective incorporated Church

the subject of a ‘¢ Convocation” under his Lordship’s | Societies of the Dioceses of Toronto and Quebec.

special notice, and press for its immediate formation or Hexry SHERWOOD, Chairman,
constitution » It will not be a matter of surprise that the Colonial
The following cireular was addressed to the Clergy | Church has lately attracted no small measure of attention,
of the Archdeaconry of York; a similar, one was sent 10 | and the necessity of self-government is frankly admitted
the Clergy of the Archdeaconry of Kingston :— by some ot the leading Church periodicals in fingland. A
CIRCULAR. great incrizase inhth{? ‘mxmber of ourdBishops is also insisted
@ = onasinvolving the fu 1 extension and stability of the Church.
Rev. Str, The imPOrmnf:r?fng,stiislgsﬁﬁgu;t" lgggvo- | Baannd 4 Bishops in.duis snmbere aud proporitn 1% 49 oux
cation > of the Clergy, asa means of promoting the best Colonies 1& the only way, says Lord_ Lyttleton in a speech
interests of the Church, having been long and generally ! lately dphv:red, to have Clergy. If the “ due number and
felt, and such a measure seeming to be especially "OPO"’T" e o the standard,\ Upper Canada ought to
called for at the present time, it is proposed, with the k";“’eci‘“ . v P‘sdh"l’s' as M. de B. proposes and as
canetion of the Hon. the Archdeacon of York, that the the e’%}’ generally desire.  In a review of the Colonial
Clergy of the Province meet at Toronto, Wednesday, ghlur ch ﬁhw'{)lt‘lt} for I\%rc_}; V1V850 ofa WOl'lf,Oll « Chureh
October bth, to take the subject into consideration, and to (l’lom'm on by ame;] e‘% ynter M. A.” we find the
submit the views of the meeting to the Lord Bishop for following remarks. Mr. Wynter asserts the right of our
his approval. Your presence is earnestly solicited.” Colonies to self-government ; and asa corollary to the pro-
I am, Rev. Sir, your faithful Servant, position, the right of the Colonial Church to self-govern-

ment also. It should elect its own Bishops, draw up its
The Rev. Wiriam BETTND““’ B.D., Sec. pro. tem. own Canons of practice and discipline, in a ;vord requlate

i its own internal E y in the Col where its work is
N.B: Service at Eleven o’clock, at St. James’ Church. | 45 po carried on and perfected ; otherwise it cannot Colonize
itself.” ‘'This is the language, these are the opinions now
used and expressed by men of high standing in the Church
athome. Mr. de B. then is not, in principle, one whit in
advance of the opinion and wishes of his fellow Churchmen.
He deserves the cordial and grateful thanks of all, and al-
though the details of his Bill may be objectionable, he is not
the man ta refuse Counsel or Conformity to the wishes of
the Church fairly and frankly expressed. The nomination

land—to be the subject of a Legislati
some future people—some future ministry,
knew not, and they cared not.

come.

sent settlement. Was that borne out by the fact?

or in public meetings,

possible for them to.do,

that he, for one,
Toronto, June 24th, 1850.
R ailgiul b
TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

The present Volume of 'I'ue CuurcH paper will be
completed in four weeks from this date : and we would
desire to call the attention of such of our subscribers as
arein arrears,to the great disadvantage, and actual loss
incurred by the Fublisher owing to their ueglect.—
Another very heavy loss has been occasioned by the
necessity of employing a travelling collector ; it is
hoped, however, that the arrangement made for the
next volume will prevent the recurrence of so great an
expense. A very large amount (between £700 and
£800) remains yet unpaid, the want of whichis a
serious inconvenience to the establishment. We do
vot wish to have recourse to the blue wrappers this

right and justice,
endeavovred to deprive them.

—in the character of its clergy. or. of its people,

history of that
surpassed it in the purity,
Were they not as a body,
and accomplished men in Christendom,

The Clergy of the Archdeaconries of Kingston and
York assembled accordingly at St. James’ Church, 5th
October. Full Service was celebrated, and the Holy Com-
munion administered.

CLERGY PRESENT.

The Venerable the Archdeacon of Kingston in the chair.
The Honourable and Venerable the Archdeacan of York.

nimity and toleration,

the respect of all true Christians, ought not to bea

g i i ied by the' in thi Id ask what reason it
T e Lo Tube.of Orters, | of Bishops for the Colonies has been relinquished theé'| vear. nant church in this country, he wou 3 t > i e thed
e e Db, Do coeeeereotvins. 1806 | hanas-ur sibshaRlactian. should. nat be. 81 saiea e b Fl .- T had ever,givgpte.lay. it open to,the sharge? Whether | their sanction to this motion. a2 they w0l PUCGL wepe
“ V., P. Meyerhoffer, M.A. 1807 | who knmqvhlll{}ie of 0‘;)'. state and condition ’e:.“’l“@ to be cclesiastical yntfulgﬁllft. members to inspire a belief that they entertained such a | desirons of pulling down the church at home. He wis|
“ George Graham' ........ . 1819 | proved. Should any objections be raised to Legislative in- | .o —_ i . | desire? No! He well knew that nothing of the kind had | to know why hon. gentlemen opposite, who repelled alk.
“ George Mortimer, M.A. 1811 :A;:ﬁ:gz:. ‘:vt a:\:g(u gilhltrlyanl:leoz]t)xt‘;tinlz'i gllet ggctctlilg;ysugh 11111: DIOCESE OF TORONTO ever heen atumpte]d—ev‘?r desired—for it was peither | arguments, all propositions savouring of good, not :ﬂl!;":
“ C. 1. Wade, M.A.... 1817 Al 150 v 1n possible nor desirable in the situation and circumstances | from the exam le of the neighbouring States, should ¥
@ Robert Blkely ... 1817 | acts ca,lledt ‘the Church temporalities® and ¢ Church So- PORT TRENT. of Canada. The connecting link which bound church to”put our cler;y ina wm‘seg posiv.iongthan they occup!
% W. Maecaalay .. 1819 cieties 26 o b 3 In the paragraph in the last number of this paper; containing'an | and state together in other countries was altogether waat- | on the other side of the water. Healluded to the endow~
% M. Harris ... 1819 h_Can there le E’!Y reasonable plea for fur t_hﬁl' delay in fgsoun “‘:f ‘I';f 5"{‘;}“}' :cilmol Festival, iven by the “;"“t':m'é;:e ing here—it never had existed, and never could exist, and | ments of Trinity Church. At first those endowments were
9 Vo N 2, i v L, & s 4 z 4 . . N
» R. Flood, M.A. . 1822 (tielas glmv: aln;hea :g?%;gm T?;E‘er zl Our Bis O%):, Amh.- day School (?;‘lsi;dere:,n—tth: :3!‘:_(;;5&;:_0:::‘0:; tnn rte}‘\e ground was the insinuation, however plausible it might seem, however | worth but £26 of the eurrent money of the day.per apan-
« A, N. Bethane ..... 1823 REHne. and d dgic it y O ﬁc ergy ha"esﬁo "1‘(1‘ their | syaed t 600 when it should have been 100.  This error is referred | well caleulated to inspire fear of the church, was altoge- | Now they are worth an immense sum, and although 00€
S A jaay | opinons and advie it remainstha some on Shouk ake | ey 13 emor s, g e f it o | ther withou foundatin, and resed solly on dhe baseles | would, imagine from (he statenments Pit it (U "
6.5 ] IO gaa cusiiuna ol 1824 o 45 i o er still | @ gross exaggeration i Roteg Le o o be particularly careful in | 258ertions of those who made it their business to calum- | church was replete with arrogance and exclusiveness, !
. ; fill the Vestries of each Parish where the views & wish rp ok § coresen P y careful in | . : : inati
s J. Harris, D.D., U.C.C. R | gtk Lok 1S L £ Ahisdand o ol SNeS |\ riting names and figures. On referring to the original manuscript niate and revile her. The alliance between churchand | had granted $2,000,000 to our and other denominations.
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The Rev. W. Bettridge, B.D., Sec. tor Archdenconry of York.
«  R. Cartwright, M.A,, ] “ Kingston.

The meeting proceeded to the full and patient considera-

sidered the subject exhausted. Vested rights in his
opinion, ought not to be meddled with. He did not think
the settlement of this question necessary to the welfare
of the country. He would therefore now, as well as in

the other which I think will go far to settle this matter, he
does not think necessary to mention.

Let it be understood then, that the meeting Wis not

his

‘Rome, by the privileges eonferred upon it by the treaty [
between England and France. He was supported in that i
That treaty put it out | own Chureh.
of the power of England to establish any State Church |
He believed |
it was for the interest of his Church that she should know

Mr. Cameron (Cornwall) said that when the Attorney
General West defended the Cabinet for making this an
he had surely forgotten the manner in
: ney
General of that day, for making an open question of a
matter of far less vital importance than the one now under
eonsideration—the University Bill—although that gentle- |
man (Mr. Draper) was not one who sacrificed his views
of right or wrong to those pressed upon him either by the
House or-the country. The Attorney General had said
that Mr. Canning and Mr. Peel had both made Catholic
Emancipation an. open quéstion.’ Did ‘he mot remember
that when the latter gentleman, took that course for which
he had previously denounced Mr. Canning, that the shade
of Canning was said to have risen to rebuke him for the
act. Was the Attorney General not afraid of a similar
e ; | vission?  (Hear, hear). When he was told that there
' be conferred by the several Colleges on their own mem- | were three courses which the members who had brought
| bers the Degrees in the Faculties of Arts, Medicine, and  forward these resolutions, might have pursued—he was |

Law, by the Uuiversity. I do not apprehend that any | reminded of the saying of Mr. D'Israeli in regard to the

serious objection could be entertained by our Churchmen | course of Sir Robert Peel. He said that there wag-one
! course which be might have pursued, -one that he wonld
University, when such. obvious advantages and privileges " g:av: )pur[sft.x tet?c'\ ;l:ﬁtti:: :vl;es c:? atilehie;n(ggr&l;?:;ivéu}{:: :{
- are within our reach in the Province at once, and this, | by tfle Attorney General, why was it not made a Cabinet
an jota 9%0‘;: Church prin- | question ?  If that could not be done, why did not the
meet with the countenance | mappor for the first Riding of York who talked so much
f resigning, leave the government ?—surely among so |
large a body of supporters some gentleman might be found |
fit to take his place. The question ought to be looked at ;
in two lights, as a legal and as a religious question, and he
thought that it could not be discussed properly ‘without
He' objected to the
resolutions becanse they did not state what was to be done
with the lands when they were recovered, whether they
were to ‘be given to canals, to railroads, or to education.
They did not know as yet the opinion of the people as to
their disposal, and he thought that the people of England
shovld be informed what it was, before’ Lhe; were asked

it was disgraceful that the

Ministry, the stroug Miuistry should ask thai Honse and |
-the eountry, to join them in demanding the recall of the

reserves—not that they might make a new settlement of

means of the great power in their hands,

| —not that they might place them on what they conceived

wonld be a more satisfactory. footing—not that they had

devised or intended to devise, any scheme for so doing-—

but to leave it as a subject of agitation, to excite turmogl

and discord throughont the length and breadth of the

gislative enactment for

who, they

And this too under the.
auspices of an honourable gentleman, who, however con- ) : :
seientious in his convictions of the injustice and impro- | gration that is now pouring from East to West? Did
priety of state endowments for religious purposes, could
not but feel that the people of the country would never be
guided by the measure proposed, and that his was a cry
for peace, peace, where there was no peace intended to
And what were the arguments used to reeoncile,
to induce the House to approve of these resolutions?  He
could not desire better arguments to oppose them than
| those used in their favour.  The Attorney Genera!, West,
based his argnment on the ground that the Imperial Act,
3 & 5 Vic, did not express the views of the people of the
| Church of England.  That they were opposed tothe 1;;&:&

it

he make it appear that that body. composiog one-third of
the population of Western Canada, had in their parishes,
expressed discontent with that
settlement? On the contrary, numbering as they did,
upwards of two hundred thousand souls, bad they not
petitioned by thousands and tens of thousands, that the
lands appropriated to their use, might be given into their
own hands ? And had not their petitions been rejected ?
Did they not show by that means, as strongly as it was
their approbation of the Act?
‘And if the Attorney General was sincere when he said,
wounld never consent to deprive a
minority of their rights in obedience to the demands of a
reckless majority, then he wonid say that’ here was an
opportunity for him to prove his sincerity and his love of
and accord to a powerful minority, that
justice of which the hostility of a portion of the population
Was there any thing in
the Chureh of England itself—anything in its principl;las,
that
would justify this abuse of power and the rejection of
their just claims 2 Let hon. gentlemen look back to the
Church, and point out to him any that
learning or piety of its clergy.
the most nnstained, intelligent,
great in history
for their erudition, and the fame of their matchless ances-
try of scholarship, and ever upholding their church; the
bulwark of christianity in a course of sinecerity, magna-
and when it was asserted that that
chureh, high though it stood, great as were its claims on

gether out of the power of auy man to prove. It was not
intention then to discuss the meaning of the terms
Protestant Clergy in the Act of 1791, that point had been

the maintenance of justice, and would battle as strongly
for their sacred rights as he did now for the rights of his
Baut, if they would look at the state of that
House, if they observed that there was but a small majo=
rity, if avy, in fayour of this motion to re-open a question
| that the people of Upper Canada bad put out of their
hands, they might reasonably entertain a doubt whether
they ought to support it, whether it would be of any real
utility, and whetger Upper Canadians were not averse to
it. If. however, they adopted the principles contained in
thiese resolutions; if they voted for a proposition stripping
the Protestant Ministry of the trifling support granted to
them, if they declared now that in the education of our
youth the discipline of the body should be attended to
while that of the soul was neglected, then would they put
themselves in direct opposition to every tenet of their own
faith, and give strength to an argument that could be
used to deprive their priesthood of the lands which they
beld under the faith of a tréaty of capitulation, and under
the different constitutional acts passed since the conquest.
| That treaty secured. to the inhabitants of Canada the free
| exercise of the Roman Catholic religion, as far as the laws
of Great Britain permitted, and when in 1774 the act was
| passed for the better government of the Province of Que-
! ‘bee. that right was expressly recognized, but the Romish
clergy were allowed to “receive and enjoy ther accus~
tomed rights and dues with respect to such persons only
as shall profess the said religion;” and express authority
was given to the king to make such provision out of the
rest of such rights and dues for the support of a Protes-
tant clergy, as he should think necessary and expedient ;
and it was also provided that the tithes of the parish
should no longer be paid to thé Romish clergy when the
majority in the parish- were protestants. These provi-
sions were confirmed by the act of 1791; but the power
to  vary and repeal” was made applicable to these rights
and dues, as well as to the clergy lands, and the legisla-
ture might deal with the one as lawfully as with the other;
and the legislature of Upper Canada did deal with tithes
in that portion of the Province, by passing an act to
extinguish the right to them in 1823. It was true that
many of their church lands were held by title before the
conquest of Canada, but if the spirit of spoliation
abroad, would not an argument quickly be found tql'-‘o"
that such titles were not indefeasible. It would be some~
thing new to him if the faith of a treaty served them of

b

in U, ©anada, would be found equally efficient to sweep
away every arficle Of ilic tréaty on which thoy put the!
trust. In whom would they then confide to save them=
selves from the assault made on their rights ? Did they -
expect support and assistance from the spoliators whom
they now assist, and who are entwining themin the

that are to serve for their own destruction. Did they put
their faith on the plausible statement that their rights weré
to be held sacred, when all others were swept away, OF
did they think that the same argument of cui bono now
used by them, would not bave equal weight a few years
hence with the population of Upper Canada when its pre~
ponderance was {airly established by the stream of emi-

they not see in the distance the little cloud no bigger than
a man’s hand now scarcely visible, but. which would spee-
dily overspread the horizon ; and did they think that
because it was still at a_distance, because there was no
immediate danger, that the storm now bursting over his
head, scattering and blasting all the fair prospects of the
Protestant churches, would not, as with the returning
stroke of the lightning, hurl them into the same abyss o
destruction ? They wonld then be told that the prece=
dent they had established held good against themselves,
that if the Clergy reserve question were open to legisla-~
tion, the treaty on which they had trosted, admitted the
right of Parliament to legislate respecting their property.
That the law, as it stood, enabled thelegislature to déprive
them not merely of that, but of the tithes collected by
their elergy, and that they could claim nothing more than
their places of worship. If the legislature were to claim
that right, and Great Britain should allow it, whe!'e wonld
they turn for protection ?  Could they look to France to
procure the treaty made with a king, whose crown ha
been dyed with his own blood, and whose dynasty had
passed away ? Could they look to ance——-repubhgm'
infidel France—to protect them in the rights of religions
' institutions, which in the pride of her democratic madpess
she denied, and trampled upon herself, and had which
even now when she passed through the fiery ordeal, she
showed but little either of veneration or respect.
might hold out their hands and ery for aid in vain, A
then, too late, they might remember—I will Jaugh 2
their calamity, and mock when their fear cometh.” Aye,
the time would come when the arguments now used by the
honourable gentlemen around him would be found to be
based on the truest principles, and however ridiculous it
might appear, the arguments used on the opposite side
would be again made use of whenever they were necessary
for wrong to.combat right. - 1t was to prevent the possi~
bility of such an oceurrence, it was to save the clergy ©
Lower Canada from being despoiled, that he called on
hon. gentlemen now to refuse their sanction to an act
injustice in the name of the people of Canada, and that he
called on them to throw out those reselations. If they
refused to listen to that appeal, then he had but one hope
lefb-{;,eat being but one member of the great body polit!
and that as nn‘ibjn!{ inflicted on one member is felt by
the whole body, the Imperial Government would not give

founded? No matter what opinion hon. gentlemen might
have as to the judiciousness of the settlement, they ought
to respect it since it had been made, they ought to be
cognisant of the fact that the lands had been granted by

tion of the subject of a “Convocation.” The following
plan was unanimously adopted : —

Whereas the Ecclesiastical Law of the United Church
of England and Ireland has never been introduced into
this Province, by reason of which much inconvenience has
arisen in matters of order and diseipline; and whereas from
the increasing number of Clergy, and the great distance
which separate them from one another, there is great want
of mutual communication and unity of action in the regula~
tion of Church affairs, and much hinderance is experienced
by the Bishop in the exercise of this Holy and important
functions, it is deemed expedient that Diocesan Convoca-
tions be held in this Province from time to time for the
purpose of adopting such rules and regulations of discipline
and taking such measures for the good of the Church as her
particular situation in this Diocese may require, provided
the same be not repugnant to the constitution of the United

called to discuss the propriety of a Convocation, but of a
Convention, receiving these terms techuically, thatjg, the
first a meeting of Clergy only, the second a Meeling of

England—the other, in the States—with this understand-
ing of the word Convocation—the plan was 70t “tnnani-
mously adopted.” Several of the Clergy objected toit,
and if a judgment can be formed from a letter 10 the last
Church, there will be no more unanimity now ‘thay then.

The Rev. Gentleman observes, that the subject has re-
mained in abeyance, but not in oblivion since that, This
leads to the remark that when the Clergy met in Toronto,
they were not forgetful of what too many appear willing
to forget now, that this branch of Christ’s Chureh is not
independent and consequently that there are persons inau-
thority at Home, who have to be consulted. Accordingly

Clergy and Laity—the one, being the plan adopted in |

future, vote against any such measure,

M. Stevenson said he thought there would be no peace
or quietness as long as parties wished to keep up the
agitation. He believed the Church of England would
have been better off, had they vever been left any appro-
priation. He believed that if these resolutions Were
carried, that the question would not then be settled, but
would ¢ome up afresh in five or six years.

Mp. Cartier had listened with a good deal of attention
to the debate on this question. He was ignorant of the
subject, and wished to be informed upon it. He had
never expressed any opinion upon the subject of the
Clergy Reserves. He belivved by the Act of 1821 that
the Clergy Reserves were given to all denominations, to
the exclusion of the Roman Gatholics; and therefore the
Roman Catholics have no right to any portion of them.

decided by the Judges vf England, and to this authority
he was compelled tosubmit, but no one had ever attempt-
ed to deny that the Reserve lands were intended to be
appropriated for religious purposes, and he knew not on
what principle they could be now or ever diverted from
their original destination, however numerous might be the
different denominations of Christians, who under the
judicial interpretation of the term Protestant, might be
entitled to a share in their proceeds, when they were sold.
When the act of the Upper Canadian Legislature was
disallowed in 1840, the English Judges decided that they
had exceeded their constitutional powers, as they had no
anthority to vary or repeal the appropriations already

the King, and that the people b
them as a part of their domain,
better for that peace and quietness which they were sup=
main in the hands
should be disturbed-
stion ; now he woul
in which he thought
hould be evineed, considering the
he interests that were at stake.
did not desire in the least degree to condemn those whose
views differed from his own on the question of State En-
dowments for religious purposes: he was as willing to
admit their sincerity, as he hoped for the acknowledgment®

posed to advocate, that they should re
their present possessors than that they
He had so far treated it as a legal que!
take it up ina religions i
that a deeper fee
vital character of t

made, they having become vested interests under the
sanction o?a positive law, émanating from the Imperial
Parliament, and the

any right to exercise jurisdiction over them. ’

ad no real grounds to claim
and that it would be much

1He

of his own; but none could deny that many dissente?s

Colonial Assembly having no longer | whose names stood high, not only among those who pro

~Ifsuch was | fessed the same belief, but among all deunminltw
ents

Church of England and Ireland, the laws of the Province,
and the prerogative of the Croyn. The following resolu-
tions were unanimously adopted at a meeting of the Clergy
of Upper Canada, and respectfully submitted to the Lord
Bishop of Quebec for his sanction. o

1.—That there shall be an annual Convoeation or meet-
inﬁ of the Clergy of that portion of the diocese of Quebec
which is comprehended within thi Provinee of Upper Ca-
nada, alternately at Toronto and Kingston, on sucg day as
the Lord Bishop shall consider most expedient.

2.—That the Convocation shall be_composed of such
canonically ordained Clergymen as are tésident in Upper
Canada, and have the cure of souls, whether settled in
parishes or acting as Missionaries ; as also of such Clergy-
men as are employed as professors or instructors of youth
in public seminaries ; and of not more than two lay dele-
gates for each rector or stated minister, to be chosen by

the then Venerable Archdeacon of York, at our meeting,
informed us that nothing could be done without the sanc-
tion of the Archbishop of Canterbury, and that the reso-
lutions shonld be sent home for his advice and approval.
The Bishop of Toronto in his first charge, I thiuk, gave
us the substance of the Archbishop’s answer, which was
to the effect that such a convention ¢auld not be atllowed
and giving his reasons for such determimation. - This will
account, [ suppose, satisfactorily for the silence observed
for so many years on thissubject. It will also acconnt for
bis Lordship no longer endeavouring to **accomplish what
he might have once thought essential.” He wagawilling
to yield to authority; and so have we up to the present
time, when it appears to have become fashionable to ad-
vocate self-government” both in Chureh and State.
think we bad better follow the example of our Diocesan
in this matter,—and obey those that have ‘the rule aver us

There was no analogy between the property held by the
(Roman) Catholic clergy in Lower Canada and the
Clergy Reserves.

Hon. Mr: Badgley thought the grant of these lands in
1791 to the Episcopal clergy was as valid as a grant from
the Crown to any private person. He believed certain
parties desired to keep this question open, so that they
might - always have an opportunity to make political
capital. He saw no agitation then in theicountry about
it. ‘T'he only inference he could draw from that fact was,
that the people were not suffering from the present posi-
tion in ‘which the Clergy Reserves were placed, and that
this anticipated agitation would be created by political
agitators. o

Hon. Mr. Viger addressed the House in French. He
said he was not prepared to vote that the Clergy Reserves
should be taken out of the hands of the clergy, to be

the case then, 1 |
give greater power to United Canada since,

the passing of the act, and could any ome

finally
set at nonght

as had been urged by others, as altogether

the preacher.

4.—That the Bishop, or in his absence, the Senior Arch-
deacon, shall preside. In their absence the President shall
be chosen by the Clergy present,

5.—That one or more Secretaries shall be chosen by the
Conyocation at its annual Meeting, whose duty it shall be
to keep a record of the proceedings and to give due notice
to each Minister and Véstry of the time and place of the
next meeting.,

6.—That in all matters which shall come before the
Convocation, the Clergy and Laity, shall deliberate in one
Body ; but, in voting, tge Clergy shall vote by individuals,
and the Laity by congregations, Unless there shall be a
majority of both orders, the measure shall be considered as
lost. In matters purely doctrinal, the, Laity to have no e
voice. ; VENERABLE Sirs,—Since I had the honour to reply, to

7.— Special Convocations shall be summoned by the | your request, to defer the introduction into the Legislative
Bishop when he deems it necessary for the good of the | Council of any Bill connected With the interests of the
Church, or when a requisition to that effect shall be made | Church of England in this Province, during the absence of
to him by seven or more Clergymen who have been at least | the Bishop of Toronto, I have received a communication
five years in priest’s orders. from the Bishop of Montreal, expressive of the desire en-

8.~ That the following be the objectof the Convocation : | tertained by the authorities of Lennoxville College, that I
__To deliberate on and to adopt measures for the geneval | wonld, with the sanction of the Government, endeavour

they had heen disposed had reached this country. When
they came here, these lands were vested in the Episcopal
clergy. That was the first time for many years that he
had been called upon to discuss this question, and it was
therefore necessary that he should be distinctly under-
stood to disclaim these views, In the discussions which
had arisen upon this question during the past fifteen or
twenty years, many had objected to religious endow-
ments of any kind. He had no such scruples, although
he objected to the connexion between Church and State.
By the terms of the Coostitutional Act of 1791, it had
j-always been perfectly clear to him that these Reserves
were never intended for one Charch only. He preferred
that they should be applied to a purpose nearer to that
| for which they were originally intended than to one more
remote: and their application to general education was
 the one which seemed to him to be the most practicable.
| He had held that opinion for several years; but as’the | and they

UNIVERSITY DEGREES.

It is needless to say that we disagree with the .
views enunciated in the following letter to the Vener-
ables the Archdeacons of York and Kingston, which
we publish at the request of its Honourable author.
The great length to which the debates on the Clergy
Reserves extend, preclude our making any remarks on |
the letter in this number ; but we shall endeavour to
refer to it in our next.

The Venerables the Archdeacons of Kingston and York,,
¥ Ce

&e.

was the validity of the settlement
legally gainsay the position that

rights of the Clergy of the Roman

Lower Canada were guaranteed-

testant Clergy of Lower

he was not now so clear as to how it could be settled | act of npuliaﬁ()u,

the Imperial Parliament the power to do so.
had been made about a dominant Chureh, = If there was | a seat in the House

interests and more permanent Establishment of the Church | to obtain from the Provineial Legislature, inter alia, the

had anything occurred to change it, and |
Oan the con-

trary, were not the Reserves now administered under the
provisions of an Imperial Act, recognizing distinetly the
decision of the Judges, in the difference of the appropria-
tion of the proceeds of the Reserves sold before and after
pretend to
expect that an appropriation so made originally, referred
afterwards to the Imperial authority for settlement, and
arranged by them on its present basis, would be
at once because some dissatisfied portion of
_the popnlation, who would partake of no state endowment,
complained of the domination, Which that endowment of

which they might be participants themselves, gave, as

they asserted, to others, The Attorney General West,

had not pretended that these lands were to be looked upor}

the lands of

and not disposed to cavil at the appropriation. . On this
rested, and no one conld
he had assumed. And
if this was the position of the protestant Clergy Lands,
would the hon. gentleman shoWw by what better title the
Catholic Church in

He ought to have con-
vinced his honourable friends from Lower Canada, that if
they advocated this motion for the spoliation of the Pro-
Canada, their Priesthood, their
Clergy would stand on safé ground, and had no reason to
dread retaliation, The time might come, and he gave
those hon. gentlemen fait warning, that the time would
come, that if they noW sowed the wind they would reap
the whirlwind, but although, by their voices now they
might sweep away forever the property which he held
sacred, for the maintenance of the Clergy of his Church,
might seek to jnstify themselyes on principles
“Imperial Act of 1840 had materially altered the question, | of expediency: for committing what he looked upon as an
, yet a principle was a principle, and

| The object of the Resolutions was merely to obtain from ' although their views could and would be held to justify
Remarks | the application of the same rule to themselves, if he had
1 when that day eame, he would stand
any dominant Church in Canada, 1t was the Church of ; side by side with them for the maintenanee of right, for

Protestants were not averse to a national establi
and when he mentioned Owen, Baxter,
Matthew Henry, and Doddridge, no one cou
the authority of those men. Buat there Was I
authority taken from the United States, where the volun-
tary system was in its fullest operation, the authority of
Dr. Dwight, a Presbyterian, which was so strong that he
could not avoid_quoting an extract from his writing on
the subject. * The legislature of every state is the proper
superintendent of all its prudential cqnqe__l_?g-, It has not
only & right, but is obliged by an authorit which it can
neither Oppose nor question, to pursue every lawful and
éip%fent measure for the promotion of the public welfare.
To this great purpose, religion in every country s not
only useful, but indispensible; but religion cannot exist,
and has never existed for any length of time, with
public worship. As every man, therefore, ought willin

the members of the Vestry being communicants, from | —and conclude that what the word of God says in regard devoted to secular education. the people, he knew that according to our constitution | to contribute to the support of whateverincreases his oWn
amongst members of the Vestry (being also regular com- | t young persons, is truc also as regards the Church. It Hon. Mpr. Baldwin said he felt it to be his duty to | they were the property of the King, and grantable by | prosperity, he is by immovable consequence obliged t
municants) at the usual Easter Meetings. is good for us to be under subjection. 2 express his opinions upon the subject, even though they him at his pleasure, a pleasure, which was in this instance | support the religion which, by lqcreuin§ the common

3.—That the Convocation shall be opened in Church— 1 remain, your obedi i shotild differ from those of his constituents, These Re- | if it might be so said, doubly carried out, as the grant prosperity, increases of conrse his own. It wt_l.tald
the Clergy attending in their Robes—with public prayer, Williamsburg, 8th May ‘1850 lent servant, E serves were settled by the 31st Geo. IIL, ata period when | was the act of the legislature as well, acd made at a time | however, that those lands were required for educational
a sermon, and the Lord’s Supper:—the Bishop appointing ARSI t § L+ | few of those who complained of the manner in which | when the people of Upper Canada were few in number, | purposes, and that the clergy ought to be supported by

their- congregations. ~ Well, there is at this moment &
munificent provision for education already, and it appeared
to him altogether to be an ad captandum argument, used to
blind the people to the evils likely to follow the adoption
of this measure. Taking for authority the statement of
the most eminent divines in the United States it would be
found that the voluntary system there, had not worked as
well as some hon, gentlemen would have the House believe
and when theysaw it stated from time to time thata
clergyman could not have existed in different sections o

the Provinee if: it were not for the moderate assistance
afforded him by the Clergy Reserves fund; he thought a
very strong argument, indeed, afforded against it, and
when he found that religions instruction was diffused much
more widely wherever there was a publie provision for
the support of the clergy than where none: existed, that
argnment was rendered still stronger. For he could not
believe that religious instruction could be given to the
people by a minisn-ivl he did not care of what religious
creed, riding through the country and preaching in a place
one day, where he would not perbaps preach again for
three months. No, he was convineed that it could not be
obtained in avy other way than by the stated attendance
of a miniister of religion at a particufdr place, and that could
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