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THE SATURDAY PREACHER.
No. 1.
THE UNJUST STEWARD.

Luxe xvi. 1=9. Therewas a certain rich inan, which had a
Steward, and the same was accused unto him that be had wasted

his goods, &e.

In this remarkable parable, our blessed Saviour, at {he same
time that he exposes and condemns, the artifice and sinfulness
which ofica marks tho “ wisdom of this world,”’ deduces from
the success of that fraudulent cunning an argumnent for corre-
sponding diligencc in sceuring the imperishable treasures of the
world to come.

In our Lord’s parables, the prominent trait is the striking, nat-
ural and familiar character of the similitudes he adopts; but in
the one before us, although the inferences deduced are immedi-
ately intclligible and their application strictiy npnropriat?, they
are marked by a peculiarity which would not readily or dircely
Jead the mind to the instructive conclusion which our Saviour
draws from it. The incident which he sclects is a familiar one
nor is it unnataral that the ingenuity manifested by the fraudu-
fent stewnrd shoutd command the admiration of his master;—
but the inference drawn from the whole, * make to yourselves
friends of the mammon of unrighteousness,” is one which would
not 8o rcadily occur to the ordinary reasoner. A brief examina-
tion of the wholc may serve to develop its excellencies, and es-
tablish in our minds its instructive import.

The unjust steward, in © wasting his master’s goods,” added
to the wickedness of dissipating the property of another, o breach
of the confidence that had been reposed in him, It is wicked
enough to rob another Ly dark and sceret theft; but it enhances
tho crimie, to impose upon the subjocts of such injury by assumed
integrity and pretended fuithfulness,—-to udd  hypocrisy to dis-
honesty,—-to defude with fair protestations, while in Becrat'inju.
ry is plotted and ruin is prcr}urino. Seriously, then, docs u'be-
come u}l who are partakers of such a trustto remember the wick-
edness aud the danger of such infidelity ; for sooner or later,
that hidden injustice, however artfuily and speciously concealed,
will be blazoned to the world; sooncr or later, the tongue of ru-
mour, the whisper of malice, or the abhorrence of dishonesty will
“ aecuse” them, to those most interested, of “ wasting their goods;”
nnd, in an cvil moment, ero suspicion is awakeuned or a subter-
fuge devised, thoy may be suddenly alarmed with this language,
“ Give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no
longee steward”  Then may they be wrned forth upon the
world, with the brandof dishonesty upon them, without even the
fuint hopes of that stoward who, in the prospect of a similardes-
titution, reasoned so wisely nnd acted with so much prudence in
providing for his future wants.

Yet, in the plan adopted, of voluntuiily reducing the amount
of debts due 1o his moster, theve was renowed dishonesty added
to his former unfaithfulness,——fresh acts of injury and injustice
to his lord. e hoped to engage the gratitde and favour of his
mastoc's dabtors by lessening the amount of their dues, and to
transfer to his own security and bonefit what his master weuld
thus bo deprived of.  Cununing as the contrivance was, it wns no
loss a wicked one,~-na striking instunco of the truth of the ob-
servation that one crime is usually uccompanied by many to cn-
saro the success or ward off the evil consequences of the first;—
and although so ready nn ingenuity might command the pre-
sent admiration cven of him who suffored by it, it could gain
neither approbation nor encouragement, The title bestowed up-
on him by our Lord in the parablo is that of the “ unjust stew-
ard,” even while ho is “ commended for having done wiscly;”
and while, by his master, his wizdom and foresight, his subtle
and ingenious management in securing to himself friends against
tho unticipated duay of want is praised, the sense of his injustice
is sullicicutly marked by his dismissal.  Ee is commended only
for his wisdom ; not a word is spoken in praise of his konesty ;
aud his oxamplo is sct before us as fit to be imitated, not in his
injustice, fraud and wasto of his master’s property, but in provi-
ding for our own reception into * everlasting habitations,” when
donth sha!l havo removed us from our stewardships.

4 [or tho children of this world ave in their generation wiser
than the children of light.”  The childzen of this world,—such
as *“ mind earthly things,” and steadily pursue them with a to-
tnl disrogard or indifference to any higher interest, are, in gene-
ral, “ wiser,”’—more doxterous in the means, more stendy in
their efforts to obtain tho advantage they are secking, than the
“ children of light,” than such as confess and feel that the favour
of God and future bappiness is the “ ono thing needful.” For
tho children of this world, in their peculiar pursuits and efforts,
~—whethar wealth or power or pleasure be their aim,—are gen.
oerally coutious, diligent, nctive and persevering; they are seldom
checked by difficulties, thwarted by nccidents, or deterred by
disappointmont.  On the other hand, “1he children of light”
ara comparatively remiss in their important pursuit : they are
often affected by indifference; they are frequently discoarnged
by dnnger, ordrawn ofl by temptasion.

But in the pursuit of righteousness, our Saviour tenches us,
we aro L0 uso the same circumspection and diligence which the
¢ children of this world” exert to compass their designs and
onda: we are required to be as active, as earnost, and as zenl-
ous in the pursuit of a future and eternal inheritance, as man-
kind gancrally are to secure to themselves the possessions and
comforts and distinctions of the werld,

And hora it is not possible to imitate more than the wisdom of
the unjust steward: his dishonesty is entirely incompatible with
tho nature of that pursuit in which we are admonished to exer-
cise his prudance: for in that great concern, the necessary ahd
commended “ wisdom of the serpent” must have, as an indis-
pensable associate, the ** harmiessness of the dove.”

But, as this Parable is particularly designed for the instrue-
tion aad help of those who fix their hopes upon, and are direct-
ing their stops to heaven,—1to those “ everlasting habitations”
into which wo would fuin be received when the term of this
carthly stewardship is over; lct us more closely pursue the sj-

that of the office and con-

militude betwixt our own state and i
before our view,

duct of the unjust Steward here brought '
" there introduced, may well represent Hu.n
whose * the whole world is and all that is therein;” at:’d to“th}:s
great Being we may all well be considered "" stewards,” as “ the
earth is the Lovd’s and the fulness thercqf. Thm{gh we may
be tillers of the ground, and allowed to enjoy the fru|t§ of our Ial-
bour and industry ; still God is the owner and proprietor ?f :.l .
The product of the soil may be ours, but the soil #lself is 1s:
We arc but his tenonts ;—-tenants at.wxll, and tezfams of a dayi
compelled, after a bref space, to resign all our right to, and al

our enjoyment of thase productions ; hablfz to be called upon, at
a moment’s warning, to give up and to give an account of our

ardship.

S(cgcing, d?en, but temporary possessors of these carthly goods,
—mere stewards entrusted with their present management, let
us remember that it is requived in stewards that a man be .found
faithful,”’—~let us take warning from the unjust sle“./ard in the
puruble, not to * waste our Master’s gom.ls.” For it isa false
paltiation of the sin of profligate expenditare, to use 'tlus pre-
sumptuous reasoning, “Is it not lawful for me to do what I'wxll
with mine own ?” Strictly speaking, those wordly possesstons
are not our own: they are a trust, of which, we are solemnly
warned, we must one day give an account of the man:tgca}ent.
To squander them away unprofitably,——to convert them to illor
dishonest uses,—or with avaricious cupidity to make no use of
them at all, is, therefore, incompatible with the terms upon
which we have received them.

But not only is it the “mammon of nnriglncousness,’.’—tbe
perishable and often seductive treasures of the world, which we
are required to use with faithfulness and zca,l; There are other
goods to manage,—there are other * talents enu:u:;md to oar
charge, which we must neither misapply nor “bury in the earth.
Every ndvantage of nature or of grace, as well as of fortune,
which we possess, art: constituents of this great property, and
are included in this comprehensive stewardship. Qur health, our
strength, our life; every mental and personal endowment; our
nataral abilities and our acquired knowledge; our time, our lei-
sure, our opportunities, our inclinations to do well; every dispen-
sation of Providence, whether it be a change from geod to ill,
from abundance to poverty, from joy to aflliction, or the reverse:
—-all these are our heavenly * Master’s goods” entrusted to our
temporary charge : all these we are required to manage as faith-
ful stowards : of all these we must one day give an account.

Sooner or later, the summons to render an account of this
stewardship, mus{ arrive to us all. Death must speedily re-
lieve us of that churge, to appear before the tribunal of our Mas-
ter and Judge.

Yet somctimes, even during life, our stewardships are to a cer-
tnin cxtent taken from us through the interposition of God’s
Providence, when reverses in our fortune or condition befal us,
A wismanagement of our trust,—in other words, a neglect of
our opportunitics, or an abuse of our talents may have caused
nn all-wise Giod to “ let out his vineyard to other husbandmen,
who will render unto him the fruits in their scason.” It is well
to consider that such aigtha causes of many of the reversesand
misfortunes we meet with;-—and when they arvive, it is right
to believe that, for wise and good reasons, this langnage ac-
companies the deprivation, * Thou mayest be no longer stew-
nrd.” We may have proved ourselves unfit for the charge or
negligent in its management, and to prevent further abuse of it
by us, itis committed to other bands ; rather, therefore, than re-
pine at such a dispensation from the hand of God, we ought to
rejoice that the sin of negligence is visited upon us in this world,
and that, by this timely manifestation of our heavenly Master’s
displeasure, we are warned and deterred from “laying up to
oursclves wrath against the day of wrath.”

But there is a destitution which may come upon us even worse
and more severe. There are other * goods’ committed to our
trust by a gracious God, the waste of which may be attended
with even more deplorable cffects. As God, for the abuse of
their natural reason, gave ap the heathen to “ vile affections and
a reprobate mind ;” so may Christinns, by neglecting the gift of
his grace, incur the fulfilment of this theeat, * from him that
hath not shall be taken away even that which he seemeth to
have.”

Ere then death shall displace us from our stewardship, and
deprive us of the gracious ogportunities we possess of employing
our temporal and spiritual gilts as God directs, and as our own
fature happiness requires, let us imitate the wisdom of the stew-
ard in the parable: let us “ make to ourselves friends of the
mammon of unrightcousness, that when we fail,”—when death
puts an end toour enjoyment of these goods and to.our employment
of these graces,—* they may receive us,” they may be a means
of our teception, * into everlasting habitations.”

The *“rich man,

By a right usc of the goods entrusted to our charge, we may
make God our friend; by a right employment of our faculties
and abilities, by the advancement of his truth and glory in this
world, we may be admitted to his presence in the next. “ Con-
cerning spiritual gifts,” St. Paul appropriately says, * let us work
together with God——and take heed that we receive not his gif
in vain, but minister to one another as good stewards.” If thus
employed, they will undoubtedly make such a friend 1o us of their
heavenly Bestower as will cnsure us a participation hereafter of
the glory of Christ.

Thus may we “ make to ourselves friends of the mammon of
unrighteousness :” thus may the perishable dross of this world
be improved into a “crown of glory that fadeth not away;” thus
muy our precarious and transient enjoyment of the goods of life
be succeeded by the possession of * everlasting habitaiions.”

B.

The great beauty and propriety of the ancicnt eastern
salutativon, * Peace be to thee,” is very emphatical ; inas.
much as the best blessings of life, and all the social, affec-
tions depend upon peace!---Harman,

Apply yourself more to acquire knowledge than (o show it.

If every day have its pains and sorrows, so has ft also its plea

surcs and joys.
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CaaisTiaN UNITY NECEsSARY FOR THE CONVERSION OF ThE
WorLD :—A. Sermon preached before the Board of Missions in
St. Thomas’s Church, New York, on Sunday June 26th 1836;
By the Rev. Sumuel Farmar Jarvis, D. D, &e. &c:

Caristian Unity, how many painful sensations do these
words awaken! How melancholy a contrast do they lead the
miad to draw betwixt the united, though persecated, church of
the Apostles’ days, and the distracted church of the present age!
Then, if the Christians had the opposition of Jews and Gen-
tiles, of all classes and characters, to encounter; if there was a
tempest of hostility without ;—there was peace and sercnity
within. Leaguered armies assaulted the battlements of the Chris.
tian Zion ; but, in those days at least, she was “ a city at unity
with herself” The delightful testimony borne by the sacred
historian to the harmony which pervaded the household of the
Christian Church, is, that ¢ the multitude of them that believed
were of one heart and of one soul.” Alas! since those days,
into how many shreds hath the “ seamless coat of Christ’ been
torn! How many discordant opinions, how many bitter prejudi-
ces, how many deadly animosities now exist amongst the disci-
ples of that religion which inculeates this, amongst its primary
doctriunes, * Love one another !”

Arnd yet, with the spirit of batred and the look of scorn
against their fellow travellers through this earthly pilgrimage,
all profess to bend their steps towards the same common heaven;
all acknowledge one heavenly Father, and look to the healing
blood of the same crucified Savicur. May Almighty God be-
hold, with a pitying eye and a forbearing arm, these depraved in-
concictonoioa of his creaturcel and may we, in throwing our-
selves at the footstool of our common Parent, feel—as we ought
to feel—the tie of brotherhood! May the motives to Christian
love which every page in the Goespel preaches—the impulses
of that heavenly Spirit which would waken up in.the sanctified
Christian that flame which is caught from the altar of the God
of love,~—all urge us to the realization of the lovely scene of the
Christians’ earlier days, when * the multitude of them that be-
lieved were of one heart and of one soul.”—~We are taught, in-
deed, to hope and believe that the present clouds of gloow which
shade the purity of our relizian’s holy workings, will yet dis-
perse ; that the day is coming when the Spirit of our God will
have its perfect work in the hearts of men; when the rejoicing
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Liord; when, from
pole to pole, every temple shall resound with the praises of the
one true God, and every voice unite in thanksgivings for Christ’s
salvation ; and when—more than ali—that love, which shall en-
dure when tongues shal! ccase and knowiedge shall vanish away,
shall pervade every member of the vast household of faith, and
cause them all, as well in the offerings of devotion as in the offi-
css of Christian sympathy, to be * of one heart and of one soul.”

For the achievment of the mighty conquest, for which every
Christian should be labouring,—the ConvErsioN of Td4e WorLD,
—the learned author befure us well observes, that ' .

“ The church is appointed as the great instrument; and the
success of its effirts must mainly depend on that unity of affec-
tion, will and purpose, by which alone it can resemble the inef-
fable union of the Holy Trinity.” p. 6.

“ It would seem indeed as if the Saviour bad taken that ecca-
sion—in his valedictory prayer—to warn the members of his
church, with his dying testimony, that their divisions would re-
tard the operations of his mhighty purposes. For so necessary
did he consider the unity of the church, that three times in the
course of this prayer does he mention it, and fwice does he as-
sert that wilhou! it the world will not belicve and be saved.”——
(St. John xvii. 20, 21, 23.) p. p. 6. 7.

These are strong expressions, but ndt less true; and the learn-
ed author goes on to show,

“ That the ill success of missions is owing to the want of uni-
ty; and that those professing Christians have most reason to
hope for success, who are the least guilty of violating that unity.”?
p-7.

One of the characteristics of this unity, he proceeds to show,

“ Includes an adherence to the ministers of apostolic succes-
sion.—The word itself, translated fellowship, and elsewhere
communinn, denotes that internal union in the members of one
body which may be compared to the circulation of sap in the
vegelable, or of blood in the animal kingdom. Christians are
required to have communion or fellowship with the Father; with
the Son; with the Holy Ghost; wilk the apostles as the sources
of all ministerial authority.”” p.p.17.8.

We are nextclearly informed that this important characteristic
of unity, no less than others which are detailed, was preserved
in the Christian church until about the middle of the fifth centu-
ry; and the fact is happily adduced that during that period the
progress made by the Church in the conversion of the world sur-
passed the results of every exertion made, in its more distracted
state, in succeeding times. The author, however, rerginds us of
the existence of heresies even in the apostolic age, but

‘In comparison with the great body of Christians, these were
few and inconsiderable. They were the effervescence of human
corruption, rising like bublles to the surface, bursting there one
after another, and each in its turn disappearing for ever.” p- &

. “ During this period of unity, the progress made by the Chris-
tian faith is, perhaps, the most surprising fact recorded in history,
If we may credit the most ancient historians, the Apostles went
even beyond the bounds of the Roman empire. Not only was
the Church extended through Asia Minor, Syria, Mesopotamis,
Egypt, the principal islandsof the Mediterranean, Greece, Thrace,
Illyricum and Italy, but perhaps to Spain and the British islands
on the west, to Scythia on the north, and Persia and India with-
in the Ganges on the East. Certainly by the middle of the fifth
century, in addition to the countries already enumerated, may be
namec.l Ggul and'Germany in Europe, Ethiopia, Nubia, Lybia,
Mauritania, and indeed all that was known of Africa, Arabia, the
greater and lesser Armenia, the regions beyond the Caspian and
the Euxine, and possibly even China itself.” p.p. 9, 11, 12, 183.

These are clear and indisputable testimonies to the blessed effect
of unity in the Christian Church ;—the author goes on, with equal
satisfaction, to prove that, as divisions inereased and sects gained
ground, so soon did vigour of action deeay, and even the ground




