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abominations ; Mr. Jcfferson Daviî lias promiised, if bis lire
is sparcd, te write a history of tbc United Stitcs frein bis
own stan<l-point. Il A proper ancl trutbful" bi.itoiy. to take
the place of tbo-ic nio% uscd iii public scbools in the South,
and lie proposes to prcpare a narrative which l i wk~ilI fot
Pain tbe pupils to rccitc."

Tite second nion'strosity against whiclî 1 desire to record
niy <isent is the *1 )ojularizingl" the novcls of Sir Walter
Scott, publishing tbemi lit id lier volume ; Miss flra ddon,
<wblo bias forfeited bier place amongst miodern writeri of fic-
tion, by disloyalty to literature) bias undertakeil to eli-
iinatc, or toile down, or trainslate the Scotticisnis for the

beniefit of conservative 1Entglisli readers. It is a deiccritioii
ofa mienory that is frigrant wvith the fresbiest and richest

crowns that literature cati bestow, and an indignant public
shnuld protest against aniy sucli indecent mutilation of onie
of thc gr.indocs.t rccords iii liturature.

Tite habit of studyiing old books is. 1 fear, dying out.
There is too miucb that is frcsb and lairand foolish to occupiy
our mi sds, and 'we are losi iîg our grip on the substantial past
to grasp lit the foolisb of tbe faslîioiiable present.

The shielves; of evcry mioderni bookstore arc cleared of
obsolete trasl" periodîcally to make wva>r for nîuch of -1ab-

solute trashi," and br.iiid-ncwv briglit bottled juice is put in
the place of the -1 old cruýtcd" wine, whicli finds its way
eventually to seile sccond-lîand concerii, wlicre it lunibcrs a
clingy desk and feeds tlîe cpictire who lias, Iearned to love it
for its flavour and delicate bouquet.

Ali! but tlîe. guuritaiid with tlie bait bourbe is to bc en-
vied, and tlîe inouldy pages arc coveted by tîtose of us wvlico
would sip the vintage that niakes thi mmd lcap wvith exhil-
aratioli.

If every school-house and every f.itmily library could but
beconie an old book-store, instead of a refuge for IlThat Hog
of MNine" anîd IlThe Science of Love made Easy," lieow cbeap
îvould be tic educatiomi of youth and lîow ricli miglit be tie


