
ny was al- that prudence' còuld cxpa.
Dumont'chofe an advantage'ous fituatioâ
for oar fix 'thoufand men. He flrengthen-.
cd his right by 'the Senegal, and his left
by a wide and deep foire, which by a curve
he extended alding the front of the camp to
the river. He placed advanced guards be-
fore the foffe, and taught-the negroes ig-
norant of ditcipline, that on their vigilante
alone cou!d the army venture to take any
repore. He vifited theen frequentlyduring
the night, to cee that the orders, which he
gave in the narme of my father, were faith
fully executed.

The encmy did not yet appear : and Du.
mont,'hoofing twenty intelligent and ao-
tive negroes, ordered them to advance,
with precaution, and reconnoitre their po?
fition, and, as nearly as poffible, their
forceî.

Mean while our army increafed every
inftant, and the fourth day it 'amounted
to fifty thoufand men. Dumorit, judging
that we might engage on this ground with
advantage, encamped,,the new-tro6ps (as
t*yey arrived) betveen the ditch on the
left, and' a wcod yvhich was, abo.ut a
league dinant ; leaving the fix thoufand
men in their former pofition. '

Tle party, who were fent. to reconnoi-
tre, joining courage to addreis, had ap-
proached the enemy fo near as to take
fome of the flragglérs. prifoners. From
thefe we Iearned, that they beli'ved us to.
be without apprlehinon, and exp&ead to.
find an eafy prey i that they would have
made an irruption into our country forne
days fince,'but had waited forD..mel, who
had juil arrived i. finally, that their army
amounted to forty thoufand men i and
that we might foon expea to fec the yan
advancing towards us,

My fathLr inflantly affembied a c9uncil
of war: and Dumont had h1iherto ferved

-- thàrn too effentially,. fnot to be invited to
it. The greateft part of the chiefs were of
opinion, that tiey ought to march towards
the éneïim-, and attack them with the ad-
vantage arifing from their furprife, andi ig-
norance cf our Arength. ''Dumont almoft
alonc combated this advice. Why,' faid.,
he, ' place in thse hands af chance, that,
which is in our own pover? Perhaps the
enemy believe us ignorant of their defign,
and (o have neglei-d every. kind of pre-
caution ; but it is our dity to fuppofe the
contrary. Tfhey nay., have fent fpies,
whom we have not perceived: the facility'
withwhich thefe prifoners fuffered them-
felve t bie taken, may bie a.trick. ta lull
us intoa perf dious fegurity. Forefeeing
the marcif which you propofevtey mnay
plant theroa"dwith ambufcades.' Sh'ould
w e bth'u furprifed and-routed, wlat re.

mains but to deliver our defencelefs a
and children td the unjutl furyôfeneinies,
to the irnplacable irnfolenïç of coriquerors?
Will you confide in rné Remain then ii
the.poition which you now occupy. If
they wili enter our country, they muft.a.
tack us ; and if they attack us, they are
vanquilhed.'

The wifdom of this -counfel was ac-
knowledged. AIl refoived to wai tfor the
enemy in our encampment* and my fa-
ther, whofe confidence in Durnont was
without bounds, befought him to maki
the inecflary difpofitiona far th'e battle.

It wai agreed, that, as fo.·n *a the ent-
my-hould appear on the plain, that part
of the army, ranged bttween the foffe.and
the wood, fhould be drawn out inorder
of battie, while the fix thoufand who
werc firft encamped, <hould remain con
.cealed in, their entrenchments. Durnont
advifed my father to head a: body which''
was pofied near a' wod, and reaommended
him to make a moft vigorous defence<to
give time for other mo.vemen which he
had concerted. To a nephew of Siratik
he gave'tlie command-df a body of troqps,

. which were placed near the, foffè, <on the
left of.the l thoufand men. He ordered
them to funfairi the enemy's attack for
fome:imei then ta feign. a fight and

• retreat tili the purfuers fhould have paffe'd
the fix thoufand. Thoe icordir'ed to le
on the earth, and not ta rife, till a certain
fignai'lhould be gived them. 'He gave 10
an intelligent negré the cônduaof a de.'-
tachment of ten thoufand, which he pla-
ced in the cavities of the'foffe. He com-
manded thefe to keep themfelves conceal-.
cd, till the fix choufand thould be engaged
with that part of, the encmy woitwould
drive back the troops commanded by ohó
nephew of Siratik ; then to-fpring from
their retreat, and, rpreading themfelVes on
the plain, fali upon 'the rear of the c'nemy,
engaged with.my father.. Finally,. he re.
ferved himfelf, with a delign to fiy to eve-
ry part where his prefence ihould be neoc.

- Ther~iinder of the day he' employcd
in repeating the manoeuvres va the :army,
ad inru'aing eachdivifion in its particu
lar duty, that all might be executed wiah'.
out confufron.' Hejudged thisprecautian
neceiTary, with negroes acc.u omed .td
combat in diforder, and ignorant of thofe
evolutions, which, among polihedsna i
ans, decide the fateof engagements.

ln the afternoon of the following day
ae difcoveredthevan of. the.eneniy,,and

about an'hour after thei,,wholearmyap
peared. 'Afion:ifhed'tofee, us, whom they
did fnot rufpe o near;theyhalted ;then
fpread .hemfelyes oh the plaincm eo as"
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