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my was all-that prudcnce could cxpc&

Dumont’ ‘chofe an “advantageous fituation
* for.our fix thoufand men.
. ed his right by "the Senegal, and his left
by a wide and deep foffe, whichby a curve
he extended along the front of the camp to
the river. He placed advanced guards be-
‘fore the fofle, and taughtthe negroes ig-
norant of difcipline, that on their vigilance

alone could the army ventore to take any

repofe. - He vifited them frequently during
the mght, to fec that the orders, which he

" gave in the name of my father, were faithe

fully executed.

The enemy did not yet appear: and Du-
mont, choofing twenty intelligent and ac-
tive negroes, ordered them to

-with precaution, and reconnoitre their po™
fition, and, as nearly as poffible, their
forces,-

Mean while our army mcrea,f:d cvery
inftant, and the fourth day it amounted
to fifty thoufand men. Dumont, judging
that we might engage on this, ground with

. advantage, encamped.the new-troops (as -
- they arpvcd) between the ditch on the

“lefty and ‘a wcod which was: about "a -
league diflant; leavmg the fix thoufand
men in their former pofition,

The - party, ‘who' were fent-to reconnoi. |

tre, joining courage to"addiefs, had ap-
proached the enemy fo near as o ‘take
fome of the fragglers. prifoners,
. thefe we learned, “that they believed us to.
be without apprehenfion, and expeéted to .

find an cafy prey ; that they would have .
_made an irruption inta our country fome
days fince,’but had waited for Damel, who |

,had juft arrived ;. finally, that their army

amounted’ to fony thoufand men; and

that we might foon expedt to fee the van
advancing towards us, -
. My father inflantly aﬂ'embled a cquncxl

of war ; and Dumont_had hitherto ferved -
——-—A!hcm too . effentially, not to be invited to

it. " The greateft part of the ch:efs were of
opinion,. that they oughtto march towards

the enemy; “and attack them with-the ad. -

' vamage arifing-from their furprife, and ig-

norance, .of our firength. : 'Dumont almoft
' alonc combated this advice,
e, ¢ place in.the hands of chance, that,
whichis.in our own power.? 2.

’ contrary "I Chey may, have - fent " fpies,

., whom we have not perccwed +thé facility =

dvancc, .-

-+ retrest till the purfuers fhould have’ paﬂ'c :
From -

: wnh that part of the encmy who ‘woulé

.~ ferved himfelf, with a de.xgn to fly to ev

Cfary. ‘
~-"The rcmamder of the day he empl ye
¢ Why,' faid:.

. Perhaps the -
.~ enemy believe us ignorant of  their defign, |
and {o" have’ neglc&pd every. kind of ‘pre-

. aution ; but it.is;our duly to ruppore the

5 :

mains but to deliver our dcfencelefs wwec

“'and children t6 the unjuft fury ofenemnes,
-He ftrengthen- -

to the 1mplacablc m{olenc; of conqucrors?
Will you confide in'me ? Remain thcn in .
the pofition which you now occupy. It
they will enter our country, they muftate
tack us; and if they atrack us,, they arc‘
vanquifhed.®

The wifdom of this counfcl was: ac.
knowledgcd All refolvcd to wait: for the; -
encmy in our cncampment- ‘and my fa- ..
ther, whofe confidence in Dumont was
without bounds, befought him to makc :
the ncceﬂ'ary (difpofitions for the battlc. ; »

It was agreed, .that, a8 fo.n'ag the ene.
my- ﬂ'.ould appear on the plain,’ that part
of the army, ranged between the foffe and -
the wood, fhould be drawn out in; ordcra iy

_of battle, while the fix thoufand, who

"were firft encamped, fhould remain con-_‘
.cealed in. their entrenchments, Dumong
advifed my father to head ‘a: body iwhich"’
was pofted near 2 wood. and recommended’
. him to make a moft- wgorous defence,’ to
give time for other movements. ‘which'he -
had concerted. To a nephew of Siratik
_he gave'the command of a body of troops,
. which were placed near the, foffe, son the "
left of the fix thoufand mien. ~ He ordered -
them to Tuftain the enemy § attack’ for. .
fome timej : then to ‘feign. a flight; 'and

the fix thoufand,” Thofe he’ ordered to lie,
" ob the earth, and not'to nfe, tilla certam
fignal {hould be gwed them. . He | gave . 0

an intelligent negro the conduét of a, des
tachment. of ten thoufand, which he pla. v
ced in the cayities | of the'foﬂ'e.

He com-

ed, till the fix thoufand fhould be’ engzged

drive back the. troops -commandeéd by th
. nephew of Siratik ; then to-fpring .fio
their retreat, and, fprcadmg themifelv
- the plain, fall upon the réar of the eney,y
engaged with my father. , Fxnally, he

ry part where his prefence (hould be nedefa

in répeating- -the ‘mancetvres.to th armyy
" and m&ru&mg edch, divifin in it
far duty,’ ‘that all might be’ X
out confufion..i’ chudged thls
*neccﬂ'ary, ”wnth negroes ‘A€
combat in, dxforder, and lgnor

- with' which thefe pnfuners fuff\rcd thems "

“usi intoa pcrﬁdlous fequrlty-

to be taken, may be-a tr:&k to’ Iull .
‘ Forcfeenng - abou
\j_ijthc march .whlch you propofe, they may - p a3

) ‘ hould"’




