70 Voyages of Amerigo Vefpucci,

preceded himinit., The fecond is, whether-he really was captain and com:
mander of that fleet which was lent to America, or merely a paﬂcngc;} Gl
ing of his own accord.  'With regard to the firft, the Canon. Bandmi.af-;
firins, that Columbus never went farther tizz_zn Hifpaniole, Cuba, Famaica,
and thofe other Iflands adjuining t{rg Mexican Gulf, r_ulzate?er oth‘ers may
fay"to the contrary. As a proof of it, he quotes that fume l‘xnncgio Giun.,
tini, who lived towards the end of t}m ﬁ:.ctccnth century; and, afterw_-al"ds‘
enumerating the honourable tefltimonials given to Amerigo by many writers,

- he adduces jome who affert the {ame thing: all thefe, however, were very
diftant from the time of Velpucci, and treated of the fubjet only di
greflively. But that Columbus difcovered alfo the continent, we have too

- many proofsto doubt. Leavingtheteftimony of Ferdinand, his fon, which
might appear queftionable, and that of all the Spanifh writerswho afcribed
fuch glory to Columbus, let us citc only two cotemporary monurmrents, which -
cannot poflibly admit of objettion. The firt is Peter Martirc, of Anghicra,
who was thenin Spain, and wrote the incidents as they fucceffively happe-
ned; he therefore {peaks of the landing of Columbus in the month of _]ply, .
1498, on the land of Paria, and fays thathe believedit to beterra firma 3 which,
however, atthe time that Peter Martire thus wrote, was not univerfally cre-
dited: Hanc, that is, the land of Paria, qui poftmodum accurativs utilitatis
caufa invefligarunt Contincntem effe Indicum volunt, non autem Cubamn, uti
Prafellus (that is Columbus; and the meaning of thefe words is, that Co-
dumbus was amongft thofc who thought, that not only Cuba, but the
land of Paria was the continent, as is clear from what follows:)

" Neque enim defunt, qui fe circuiffe Cubam audeant di-
-cere,  An hec ita fint, an invidia tanti inventi vccefio-
nem querant wn hunc virum, non dijudrico: tempus
doquetur, in quo verus judex invigilat: fed quod Paria,
Jit vel mon fit, Continens, Prafeflus mon contendit :

- Continentem ipfe arbitratur (1)

The other monument is-the account, at that time

ublifhed, of the voya-
ges of Columbus, printed in the beginning of the fgllowing century, and

already quoted by me; in which it 1s faid," that Columbus with his com-
panions having reached a large traét of land:

\
-

.- Exploratum habuere, regionem: nuncupary Pariam. (2)

- - Itistherefore very certain, that Columbus was on the land of Paria, which
‘was afterwards well known to belongito the continent; if all America bea
continent, and notan ifland. It only remains to examine, which of thefe
two laliansarrived there firlt, whether Columbus, or Vefpucei. Colum-
bus, by the teftimony of all; never contradifted by any, arrived there in -
July, 1498, Vefpucci inhis account fays, that he departed from Cadiz
the toth of May, 1497; and then, after having fpokex of his arrival at the
Canaries, adds, at the end of 87 days we reached a land, which-we con-
Sedered to be terra firma. 1fthele dates are Jjult, it isevident, that Vefpucel
reached terra: firma a year before Columbus. - But all the Spanifh writers,

. followed by many others, particularly by Father Charlevoix, accufe Vei-

. pucc

’ - (x) Ocean. De‘(clzid.‘ I.‘ 1. 6, 'ad fin, s

~  {2) Stanerarium Portugallens, &c-p. 61, Edis, Mediol., 8408,



