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preceded him in it. The fecond is, whether-he rcally was captain and con?
mander of that fleet which was fent to America, or nerely a paifenger. fail-
ing of his own accord. With regard to the firif, the Canon- Bandini af-
firins, that Colunbus never wentfarther than Hifpaniolar, Cuba, jamaica,
and tIofe other Iflands adjoining the Mexican Gulf, whatever others may
fay to the contrary. As a proof of it, he quotes tiat fame Francefo Giun.
tini, who livcd towards the end of the fixteenth century; and, afterwards
enumerating the honourable tefRimonials given to Anerigo by maiy writers,
he adduces fome who affert the fame thing: all thefe, however, were very
diffant from the time of Vcfpucci, and trcated of the fubjce only di.
greilively. But that Columbus difcovered alfo the continent, we have too
many proofs to doubt. Leaving the tentimony of Ferdinand, his fon, which
might appeai queftionable, and that of all the Spanifh writerswho afcribed
fuch glory to Columbus, let us cite only two cotemporary monunents, which
cannot poflibly admit of objèion. The firft is Peter Martire, of Anghiera,
who was then in Spain, and wrote the incidents as thc fucceffively happe-
ned; he therefore fpeaks of the landing of Columbus in the month of july,
1498 , On the land of Paria, and fays thathe believedit to beterra firma; which,
however, at the time that Peter Martire thus wrotc, was not univerfally cre-
dited: Hanc, that is, theiand of Paria, qui poflnodum accuratius utilitatis
caufa invefßigarunt Continenten efe Indicumn voluint, non auten.Cuban, uti
Prfelus (that is Coltrnibus; and the meaning of thefe words is, that Co-
lumbus was amongfl thofe who thought, that not only Cuba, but the
land of Paria was the continent, as is clear from what follows:)

N1eque enim defunt, quife ,ircuife Cubam audeaiit di-
cere. An hSc itaJint, an invidia tanti invenli occa}io-
-enz .quzrant int hunc virun, non dijudico: teipus

. loquetur, in quo verus judex invigzIat: fed quod Paria,fit vel non fit, Continens, Prefedus non contendit
Continernt ipfC arbitratur (1)

The -other monument is-thc account, at thât time publifhed, of the voya-
ges-of Columbus, printed in the beginning of the following century, and
already quoted -by me; in which it is faid,' - that Columbus with his coin-
panions having reached a large trai of land:

Exploratum habuere, regionem nu'.ncuari Pariam. (2)
It is therefore very certain, that Columbus was on the land of Paria, which-was afterwards well kn-own- to belongito the continent; if all America be acontinent, and not an ifland. -It only remains to examine, which of thcfictwo laliansarrived there firR, whether Colunibus, or Vefpucci. Colun--bus, by the teaimony of all, never contradi&ed by any, arrived thcrc inJuly, 14 9 8. Vefpucci in-his account fays, that he departed from Cadizthe toth of May, 2497; and then, after having fpoken of his arrival at theCanaries, add s, at the end Of 37 days we reached a land. which-we con-fidered to be cerrafirma. If thefe dates are juf, it isevident thatVefpuccireached'ti-rafirma a year'before Columbus. But al! the Spaxifh writers,followed by many others, particularly by .Father Charlevoix, accufe Vef-

pucci
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