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sents.  One nlone’ refused: T tul-:c the
m.uxllu desl.mell for him. -

"]m: not lln'LTc.uck-qs for fine robes than
my bmlhu-n Liere,” he said, *hut 1 do 1ot wish
to’ llup.llt without seeiny the faee of the noble

a of, the castle.” W hat T am to receive, U
. me have it from his u\\u hunds.”

“1le is nat Ju.-u:, ropliol the castellan,  here
is your robe; i€ \'uu wisht dt, take it if not, leave
room fur others.”

o % Whe s i then,
- L has Just arrived hee
~ 4 Pe Count del Balze,” was ll'u mpl_)
e gell! he will do,  Tiead me to him, or t least
'lell him that Lremacoldo is in waiting.”
T At this momens the count appear thee
‘ment, and the ‘minstrel ad mng, 1'¢-r;uculc(l to
be 'Ldmll.led 1o his presence. ) :
w7 ]l’l\l. leard,” he said, “that O::ormu—
ntumptu(l‘ the Count, * choit shalt
- have fmmedinte’ cul'"\uce-" awd in @ few miumds
) _lxcm.u.ohlu wius usherul into the presence of the
- connt and cuuulcas. :

insisted the minstreel,

”

“who

"

'
1
1

I have hc:'.nl that lho_\' h.ul not yet
avrived nL Castelletto, T knew they were cx-
L ](.u ted hem, and arrived this morning to pssist in

i 1o peru:c ie.”
.unlu uud luL-

W ho wus sl.mdmw I)u:.ldc lmn, atonee recognised

“What 1{u'xgu'.wd

wThat heinging b) thy
Txcmm.oldo cnlml_y unl
- :nn the h-md:. ol 1\\u conm,

.w......-»..vuy.,‘-., <

!
¢
4
H
4

inound Ben-

. lhu culr.brxuou of nupu.nh which I Ll 10!05L(‘ll‘

\\ns Imn'rm-r 1 his bdx, mul W hu.h (hc Luuut .

Bt lmualy ande

5 l.vmpluhund tlmt hu had un\\ulmgly v
inte trouble. 1fe therefore drew cautionsly to-
wards the door, with the intention of making «
duduen exit; the way was clear, the purlcullis up, ! !
¢ the drawbridee down, aud his horse rowdy in the .
‘court-yard; bus he paused: as he reached: the
threshold.

“Xo,” he said to himsell, % ’1‘runuwhlo can
hold his head up whevever he goes, 1 would nog
ive any one reason to suspeet that T had o hand
iy knavery. T will stoy and see how roatters
stand.”

The connt, who liad been oceapied i attend-
ing to Ermelindn, now turnad to himg
1l
"

{

and from
ie-questions which were showered vpon him,
vemacohln soon gathered the state of affiairs,
'lln. warm-hearted "minstrel, uu)\'m‘l by the geiet

of the two parents, xumuuhérin"‘ with gratitade, '_M '
the kinduess of Ottorino sad of Lupe, und urged

ou by @ certain evaving for adventure, which wa
ever most powerlul with him, resulved to ke up
the slight trace healveady, ]md and endeavour to
.\&h\)u\ lhe m)wtm 'l.l)unr. unﬂ Lulllllt‘hb

umn-rh of mmu-\',' .md as’ fur uttunduut:, lhey
wonld-but embarrass him.

It chanees Tuckily for me,” snid he, “that T
can thus employ my lute in o last worle ol cha-
rity, befure chunging it into the psalter, us Thope .
¢ shortly to do. i If L sm.u.ul in this my qucsr,
¢ mayhap you nny lm\ ¢ influence lo a:x:st m m_y
tr'\usfurm.mon.; v e

He: wdded, in o\plannuon, llmb ‘the mtculu.t
hem' now removed, i intended to .1ppl) for re-
_admission into the churel; und even, if possible,
his former benelice, the prebend of Cluu,n/u"'u.
Then, with o low Iy obu:um.c he lcfn lllc hall,
E‘mml sct uut on I 'sem(.l

Three od without rm) fldulf’a ot'lum, .
of .m\ of tho missing "parties, and the conng

lor'

' "m(l his wifie returhed grieved il dt-|c1.lul to Mi-

Llan, Bt Tremncoldo had been by no menns idle:
durivg that peeiod, e bud tiest proceeded to the,,
shop df the armonrer at Callurate, where Tie had
¢ purchased the poignard, and, under eolowr of
procuring 4 complete suis of dvinowr, brought
him into_ conversation, dnd ultiniately.led him
. away to.n tavern m‘lhc neurhbmlrhood- Wlhien
‘they fiad’ cmpum R or t\ vo, Te bwu , eat-
umspecl]y to ;ouml him nbout the ..
dagger, The avmourer had bou-rht i, ho s.ml. .
fxom a kinsman of his own, who resulcd ut Res :
culdind, and, and who had reecived that, nlong!
¢ with some olhcr trifles; oy lus shmc of the hooly




