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ing sense of pleasue as lie realizes the
success of his friend-the student.

During several years of experience as a
teacier lhave been brouglt in close con-
tact witl students whose suecess varied
greatly in degree. This caused ie to
carefully consider the problemi of why it
i that soume peuple succeed in learning so
much miore than others whoare aippareit.
ly studyiig uider tle sane conditions. I
have coin to the conclusion tht success
as a student doeus not depend so inucli oit
the possession of quantity of brains as it
does oit the exercise of titis organ of imein-
tation. A (ul-appeaing, stupid-lookinig
and uncouti actinîg student mnay be the
laughing stock of his class wLIen college
opeis, but before tht tern closes lie imay
stand at the head of his class and cause
brighît-looking, snart-appearing and ait-
tractive studeunts to blusl for their owi
ignorance on subjects of lectures to whicli
bothi have listceed. Thie first student has
carefully ascended the incline of the roada
to knowledge by hard study, close appli-
cation, and systeiiatic traiining of mlîental
faculties. The second young mati felt
that lie was iitellectually endowed and
depended upon his mental ability to take
care of itself, with tite resultjust noted.

Iuit Inany of you before Ie to.day have
Iever attended a college of pharmliacy anld
perhaps ilever will have an opportunity
of profitiig by the systeuatic course of
instruction given in such an institution.
llowever you are anxious to improveyour
professioial ability and take advantage
of the opportutities for study presenîted
in the ordinary routine of the average
druggist's life. I shail not advise you
to takc up one of the dispensatories,
Reminington's Practic of Pharmacy, or any
other text-book and read a certain nui-
her of pages per day. This you could ac-
complish witlinut adding iaterially to
your piarnaceutical knowledge o- practi-
cal value as a pharmacist. Wliat we
]cari% of practicail valut is not dependent
so inucli oit how inuch we reai, or the
nuiiber of pages turned over in tlt text-
book, as it is ont how well we read and
compreliend the text.

There is the saine diflerence in intensi-
ty and quantity of rcading as there is in
intensity and quantity of observation.
Who lias iot walked along the street witih
a lady who woild pass inmerous friends
and strangers without being able to de.
scribe their costumes, but would suddenly
m"eet soimle person who was considered a
rival and througi a nionientary glance
observe every fault in the article of dress
and could teIl for a mnonth afterwards
how the bat was trinnned, how the dress
was made over, and what year sucl color-
ed gloves were in fashion. Thus the stu-
dentshould read when lie picks up a text-
book. Not with the idea of letting his
Cyo glance over the pages but withz the
deteruinationt of absorbinîg it detail and
boing able to profit b' the information
given.

The earnest drug-store student shîould
inmediately procuro a good dictiontary,
s1tcl s (iould's àedical Dictionary or

Thomas' Medical Dictionlary, and in it
look up the meanîing of every word that
hetie stumibles over when lue is reading.
Words are added to Our speaking vocabu.
lary throughi a process of evolution, so
the student shiould not be discouragcd
wheni lie looks up a word and fails to re-
menumbe its mîeaning whleti the saine comi-
biiation of letters appears before him the
unext day. Wliein we refer to the diction-
ary for ithe meaning of a new word it is

probable that both the word and the defi.
nitiLion wiil fall into oblivion unless we lind
it in subsequeit reading. Perhaps the
nlext timîie we look it up a feelinîg of cha-
galin is experienced at nur forgetfuliess.
Thei the word lias passed to our select
vocabulary. Thie word mtay convey
ratier a vague iieanîing whîeni we observe
themti but througl frequ1sent rectirrence
possibly occasionsal reference to the dic-
tioniary the word no longer troubles us in
our text-books but secuis to occur with
singular frequency. Tt is now a part of
our reading vocabulary. Tite text step
in the process of evolition is our atteipt
to itake use of the word in a hesitating,
half-hearted manner, but after awhile we
assuie that boldiness, borni of experience,
and adopt the word in our regular speak-
intg vocabulary. Constant use and con-
tinual famniliarity causes us te loose rever-
ente for iLs special phiarmuticai appro-
priateness and we apply it imetaphorically
in conversation no way coninected with
phariacy. Tite word triturate may have
beei entirely foreignî to our vocabultry a
few mîîonîths ago except as tsed in coeitue-
tion with] that pharmtaccutical manipula-
Lion, but after awhile we find ourselves
using the word triturate in its broader
s.ense i aid possibly threatening to triturate
te customer who refuses to pay his bills,

or possibly prayitg that soume great
calaiîity itimy befall Ithe cutter and tritur-
ate hlimn as tine as Dover's Powder. To
aid inieembeinft words it is audvinable
to mnake a list of then as they are looked
up in the dictionary and follov the prac-
tici, of glancing over the list at least
daily.

Now' for practical directions in regard
to studying drugs, cheimlicals and prepara-
tions. Viile I futlly appreciate the value
of a thoroughI phariiaceutical education
and a system:tic professiona course of
study, I io knstgee advise the average
drug clerk tu attempt to lay out for
hiiself a complete course of study ut-
bracing bot:ny, materia. mtedica, client-
ist.ry, practical phlirnacy, ttticroscopy and
the variotus branulies. My advice is to
study Bastin'sCollege Botany and Maiscl's
Orgaie- l Materia Media, and as a work
of reference one of the diFpensatories.
Do not open the dispensatory at that old
and familiar lardiark of Absinthium and
follow it to the hlst m1ile.stonle Zingyiber,
where you will arrive tired and wort out
in, both body and mind ; but let your sub-
jects for study be selected in accordance
with the nature of everyday traide. Start
iln by picking out somte drug whici you
frequently sell, study this thoroughily,
tien pass oli to nqothr in tho list ot

thoso which are in general denand. There
Will be timue to leart about these med[-
eines after you have become acquainîted
witi what to yoi are the more imuportant

Ve wil take licorice as an examîple of
a drug that is frequently sold, and see
how it should bu studieL. Turning to the
index in Maisci's Orgitue Materia Medi.
cat we finit that licorice is described on
page - -. We first note that it is under
the classification of rootes, a subject whicl
we slould read in) J3astin's College lotany.
Ve tIwn learn that the pharmîîaceutical or

main nane of licorice is Glycyrrhiea.
That the origil of the plant furnishing
tIs Imedicinal root is G/ycyrrhiza 1abra,
while the habitat or home of the drug is
southeri Europe or western Asia; also
thiat the drug is cultivated as well as gath.
cred wild. iese points should bu fixed
in our memnory. Then procure a fair
samuple of licorice from thesupply in stock
and compare it with the description. The
lirtst thing the eye observes is that the
drug cotes ini long pieces. Closer seru-
tiny shows that they are round or cylin-
drical in shape, varying fron on-ifth to
oune ici in thicknîess. We finit that they
are longtitudinally wrinkled, and by ref-
erence the work on botany we discover
the cause of the wrinliles and gain coll-
siderablo informirition of importance in
identifying the drug. Licorice is found
to bu grayislh-brown externally, and its
warty appearance should not escapo our
niotice. We next turni our attention to
the internai structure, wlich is more of a
tawny yellow color. Thte drug is found
to be pliable in an attempt to break it
and we Iearn that it is fibrous after it is
once fractured. AU this lias beenl ob-
served by aid of our sight and sensation
of touch. We next maike use of our ol-
factory nerves and observe that licorice is
nearly inodorous. This, however, is of
as inuch iiportance in idenitifyinig the
drug as would be a strong odor. Lastly
we taste the drug and arc impressed with
its sweetnuess, whiichî becouies sonewhaat
aerid. We next observe thedisco!orationt
of the saliva produced by the drug. We
mîay also 3tudy a little about the constit.
uents'of the drug and niake mental note
of its mnedicinal properties, and thus the
meaning of the words demulent and ex-
pectorant, nentioned under its properties,
should bu lcarined froi the dictionary, as
should any other unfamiliar word appear-
ing in the text.

After having becone thus casually ac-
quainted with the drugs that are sold fre-
quently nnd having formd a habit of
studying daily we will be in a position to
take up the subject of licorice again and
study it more in extenso as the descrip.
tion appears in the Dispensatory. Here
we learin more about the botanical appear-
ance of the plant, the general properties
of the drug and the distinction between
the various varieties appearing under
diff'erent trade names. We pay more at-
lution to the iicroscopical structure of

the drug, for by this tino wo are mqrm
f.atqiliqr witil yotgetsio isol g pp
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