
THE ÂDVISER,

Saviour. John xvii. 21. Aud lastly, a per-
foot love, that WC mnay have holdaess iii the day
of judguîoîît, 1. Johin iv. 17 ; tînt ns ini the case
of Peter, wvhcîi the greait testingr questioni shall
be asked, IlLovest thou Me"? ive uiay ho able
iu reply to appeal confideîitly to uiai, el"Yea
Lord thsou Icîowest al things, thon ku-owest that

love tlbce." John xxi. 15. J. T.

CHURCLI OFFICERS.

Not nîany years ago the strictest scrutiny
i-as exacted by cvcry disciple of Christ ia tlsings
pertaiiig to tue religion of Jesus. This wvas
noble. Scarcely %would one ho allowed tise
îiame of disciple -tvho wvns not a Berean, seareh.
in- 't. tho, scriptu-es dnily." lis it so now ?
Thsings are too often takcen for graated without
sufficicut exainination hocause spokoen hy one
is wlîoin confidence is placed. Endli clîristin
ouglît to ho able to knoîv why and wheroforo hoc
helieves, and ho s-eadly to give à clreason of
the hope", thnt is in him. lIn doing s0 it is
neessary to avoîd a parrot-lîke use of wordls and
passages to uphold an iden, or to carry out a
notion. Sueh things seei to ho lansentcd by
Jereniiali-ix. chap. 5th veî-se--when hoe says of
"the danghter of îny people,"l-" The have

taugyht tîteir tonigue, to speak lies." Paul also
speaks of a clnss who Ilhelieve a lie."

A inan in hecoming a disciple of Christý Jesus
does not lose lis desires or feelings, HIe is the
s aine phîysical nian,7 and the religion of Christ is
to direct ]îin-to coatrol, not destroy lis desires
and feelings. StiR i'ery often the feelings
control the judgment of the man, and lie follows
bs owa -ivili insteadl o >f the will of Christ, per-

* sunding huiself and otlsers lie is riglit. Suppose
then a man who bas a desire to obtain a ane in
Christendom-is fond of money,-Wishes to ruIe
aaing his fellows,-is lazy and loves an idle
life, or desiros to, he looked up to, as a couasellor
-joins thec durcI ; these feelings or desires do
not !Cave hini, and as the world calling itself
chmistian is IIow constituted, instead of keeping
these desires under subjection they ai-e encour-
nged to excess. Thc acquisition of tisese tbings
heing of thc world and isot of thec dare of
Christ, Paul'a instructions-" they thnt use this
world as not abusing it," slîould be aeted upon.
A man with sudh aias at once sets to work and
uses ail the power and influence at bis comnmand
'o become a Pope, Prelate, Archbishop, Bishop,

Ministor, IDoacon, Clatis Leader, or to ocCUipy
soino other position in tlié churchi where bis
desire for one or more of the offices or positions
naned Oaa be ,ratified. Iloîv lie will toacli bis
toiîgue to speak and his heart to holievo that
lthe seriptures just mien that li ho iul(t h placed
in tliat exact position-that the I{oly Spirit gave
huai direct instruction to, secure it. Ilo will
wvith wonderful adroitactis qiiote passages to suit
his purpose ; so cleverly wvill tlioy bo iîitorpreted
lthat only a few oaa deteet the error.

With deop-felt solicitude the watchfül aud dis-
iaterested disciple socs in ombryo a leaniîig to
these things among, the Jirethrca iii the States
and amnong ourselves ia Canada. A fondnesi
of officiai distinctions iii the chuîrch i particti.
larly apparent. Does Christ sanctionî a pro-
omninoace amng his disciples ? lit is takon for
granted lie docti, and ive have our electioîîs of
officers ns -vell as other soeîcties of' mon.
Christ says, Ilbut ho not calcd Rabbi, f'or one
is vour master-Christ, and ail yc are brothren."
If so, where are the Officors, the Eiders, the
Bishopi to "Il ae" in those tiines whon disciples,
as it is snid, require so, mucli ovorrsiglit? The
answvor is, leAux YE are brothroai"-ao higher
rank, ao officiai position. lit will not do to say
thero were Bishops or Eiders in the primitiv'e
agoe, and that the Aposties spoke of thexn ia titeir
epistles and appointed them to superior posi-
tions, ànd therefore they inutit ho appointed now.
This would be an interpretation iii opposition to
Christ's sayiiug, and no christian would know
ingly do that. The officiai positions> if they
oaa ho so calied, wero given for a particular
purpose and to cense ia a particular tirne. See
Eph. iv. ch. 7th to I7th verse. Here Paul calls
themn gifts. This may be cailed a new idea, but
came should he taken lest notions precoaceived
may prejudice the mind withont sufficient in-
vestigation. Liet us examine this matter of
Bishops, since the office is looked upon ns stili
existing. In ail the New Testament izot apas
age ca& befound to sheiv Mat aay congregation
appointecd one, and if the dhurch does itot ap-
point, it follows that tiiere eau be now i3o such
appointaent-apostolic succession being denied.
The appointaient or making- of Eiders is ouly
spokea of three tinies in soripture, and in ecdl
case it wvas donc by other ageney than the churcb.-
Thse *first place is in xiv. dhap. of Acts, w'hen
Paul and Bamnabas, separated by thse Holy
Spirit for a special work, went to the chamoises


