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quite 6o per cent., and it is quite reasonabie
to presumne that within the last 10 years
there bas been an increase of 50 per cent.
It is true that typewriting bas made great
strides, but the spread of education and
cheaper postal facilities ail over the world
have enormously contributed to increase
the dernand for steel liens - those of
quill being practically as extinct as
the dodo. There are a few pen
factories in the United States, France
and Uermany,' but the manufacture in
those countries bas not attained the rank
of first.class importance. Indeed, an enor-
mous percentage of-the Birmingham steel
pen trade is on export account. Blirming-
ham noiv cmploys at least 5,ooo hands in
steel pen making, but of these considerably
over four.flfths are women and girls. The
conditions of work are much better than in
the average factory, for the number of pen

very great favor bas yet attached itself to
the really charming designs and useful
articles that corne in titis form of wvorkman-
ship.

I saw a handsome belt and purse attached,
which ivas donc in wild roses and their
lcaves, hiaving ail the fine finish and grace-
fulness of the rnost clegant cmbroidery.
There were buds and thorns, and the trail-
ing design man in soft curves ail around the
beit, and ivas enlarged and doubled in the
pocketbook, wvhich hung from a strap at the
îvaist line. 11Cinch - buckies were used
with this, to girt it up.

Tools arc made especially to use with
this newv art-sharp-pointed, long ones, and
duller, short ones, with broad blades, to
mark the sweeping lines in the design.
The centre boles of a flower, representing,
for instance, stamnens and pistils, are made
with a tool vcry like an awl. Anyone with

continent, but the favor with wvbicb they
have been received because of the facilities
they offer and the stall expense involved
seems to indicate their ivide use by tourists,
card collert.,ts, and others.

TUIE STATIONERY EMPORT TRADE.

The followving are fthc monthly rcturns re-
garding thc imports of stationery since the

imposition of the newv duties in April, 1897:

IMPO<RTS OF~ I'AIE. EFV10'S TC.

Nlly..............
june .............
July .............
August ...........
Scptcnbcr ....
October ..........
Novembr ....
Dccrnber ....
january. 1897..
February. 1897..

1896.
S 91,563

82,936

75,541
68,975
77,836
82,940
78,093
78.663
69.019 (z898)
75,168 (1898)

TOMI ......... 5770,734
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Tîmr CLNtAx FILL--BUtTIN, GILLIES & CO.

works in Birminghamt is fewv, and they are in
the bands of liberal employers likze Gillott,
Perry. Mitchell and others, wvho have
brought the social conditions of factory lifc
thoroughly up-to.date.

VI1E "CLIM(AX " FILE.

The "Climax"' file, sold by Buntin.
Gillies'ý& Co., Hamilton, at $2.40, is claimed
to be the cheapest box flIc on the market.
They are strongly mnade and give good
satisfaction.

CARVING IN LEATIIER.

Another brand new art bas come to ligbt
-carving in leather. Lt is an art so ncev
that New York bas not recognized it ) et,
and even the studio specialists, mwbo are
always looking about for something unique,
have not discovcrcd it to any niarked de-
grec. There are some shops wbere the pro-
duct is sold, but it is so little known that no

a hint of artistic sense can make these
charming things up for himself. There are
cardcases, purses, portfolios, belts, chatel-
aine bags, even sofa cushions, in this new
work, and they are ail nmade in a soft yellow
leather. with a smnooth finish, so bard that
thc strokes if the blades and points used
are immediately apparent in flower or other
design.-New York lierald.

POST CARDS FOR TOURISTS.

For some tume there bas bcen prevalent
in foreign counitries a metbod by which
travelers to any distant Country can keep
their friends at home posted as to where
tbcy have been and wvhat they bave seen
without going to the nccessity of writing
long descriptive letterb. This is donc by
ineans of pictorial post cards, the utilization
of which is said to bie increasing abroad.
The idea was only reccntly adopted on this

1897.
$zo6,3oo

105,110

79-194

78.029
lo3.671

89,847
95.032

89,923
84.737
87,085

5918.928

111E COPP, CLARK CO., LIMITED.

This firm are showing those high-class
tablets; and pads, the , "Crown Parchment "
and "Original Milton" note, used by
royalty. These are for nice trade. The
pads are in octavo and quarto sizes with
notepaper and envelopes.

A ship ment of ball-pointcd and Mitchell's
pens bas lately been received.

A uine of small, school niemno. pads,
retailing at i and 2c., wilI suit a certain
class of trade.

The pencils of the American Lead Pencil
Co. are being shown in five-cent goàds, in
iancy boxing, with antique, ivory, marbie
and tortoise patterns. The pencils are
rubber tipped.

The Copp, Clark Go. have also in stock
Crane's board papiers, a new size of which
is the -Gladstone,~ a wide-sized note in
different tints, a kind now much used
abroad.

A full range of Hurd's papeteries, retail-
ing from 50c. upwvards is now shown. Tbis
niaker is noted for the English style in
which papers are put up, the namnes and the
boxes savorig of Old Country tastes. The
tandem boxing is a feature. Children's;
sizes in papeteries are attractive lines.

The Casteil line of Christmas cards wilI
intcrest the trade, and samples are now
ready. The n'c cardscontain many bright
and original designs, the colorings being
effective tbis season, and Japanese cards,
ivinter scenes, fiowers, animais, etc., 'being
among the cheap but pretty series. " 1Bar-
gain " boxes and envelopes f ull of assortMd
cards-selling at $2 per dozen boxes-are
features in the Uine.
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