
THE PO"(RTEOIO1.

It has beeîî said that Tennyson took
but littie active part in the practical politics
of the day. But it is flot ta be inferred
fi-r this that he wvas indifférent ta the
events transpîring around iim ; bie laved
bis country and n'as interested iii tbe affairs
of the nation.

Nothing Ian' or impure taints bis poetry;
flic tone of bis writîngs is moral and elevat-
ing ; a poet of nature, like Burns, Tennyson
%'as cqually a poct of art. Ta Tennyso1î
moi-e than ta any other man of ta-day, w"e
owe the atmosphere in wbich sang, music,
painting and sculpture mnay live, and hc
lias nat anly given pleasure, b-it bias exerted
a refining influence wherever the Englisb
language is spoken.

At Farringford in the Isle af Wigbt lie
lived most af his tirne amid grecen undulat-
ing woodland, fringeci ,N itb silver sand and
snawy rocks, on whicb the ligbit green
summ-er sea and the black w~avc ai wî,nter
flion' nitb the changeful mnusic af tlic seasans.
Tbe Landscape of Soutlîern England, wherc
green daised downs, took the place of
tirey wvalds ta n'licb bis yauing eyes had
been accustomed in carlier days, is aften
painted ini lus Jatcr %vorks. J-Ici-e in his
quiet hoame the poct livcd, anid only Mi'len
the tourists; and adm-irers becane oppressive
in fitie Isle of Wighit did lie retrcat ta his
estate at HasIimere in Surrv, n'here lie
dicd füli af years and hionors.

1And the state'13 sliijîls go 011
To tliere liaven Ùunder tie IUil
But O foir the tour-, of a Vaîiishiic Iîanil
Anid hiesça~ind of a v'oire tlîat is still.-

A 1.MA'.

Tlîe w"ord Friendsl implies mutual
affection based on confidencc; and wlîc
tiîre is not perfect confidence tiiere can bc
n i-cal affection.

And ho"'nccsr to oui- happincss is
truc frienidsluip. Bacon says, " No eccipt
capc.îcth tlr beau-t but a tîuc fricnd, to whom
you nMay imlpau-t griefs, joys, fcars, liopes,
'uispicioiîs, coun--cîs and n'haý,tsuvcr- licth
uipon the beau-t to opprcss it.

W lien wc Icave tlîe dear home friends
ive arc more susceptible ta otbecr friend-
ships. The hieart cravc.; sympatby, and
whcn in a measure dcbarred tbe sympatby
of those in wlîom wc' bave always placed
aur confidence, we seekc it fi-r otbers.
Lt lias been said, that flic mai-e a man laves
the Preater lue is; and w"e mnay say that, in
nîost cases, flic making of new friends dc,'-s
not îequire tbat the affection for relatives
gi-an' less-tbe love is expandcd nat
transfer-ed.

We go ta sclîool n'ith tbe purpose of
lcarningl, but tbe learning shîould not bc
derived fi-rn books ahane, for much of the
goad n'auhd be lacking if we made no ncw
friends ta broaden aur minds by glimpses
of otier lives and characters. Tluus it is
wehl ta formn friendships, and those formed
at school influence ta a greater or less
degrcc aur future;- conscqucntly it is of the
utmnost importance that i-cat care slîould
be e ýercised in tbe chuaice of friends.
Han' uany hiave been ]ed into folhy by
tiiose ivhom tlîey called friends;- and on
tbe utlier liîand, hon many lives h;ave been
briglutcned and cnnobhcd tluîough campan-
ionsluip with tbosewnorthy of full confidence.

But nicaun'Iuile ]et us aiso reu-neiiber
that, though we' unay nat accept ail a!;
fricnds, stili it is incumbent on us to bc
kindly ton'ards a.1- Solomnan says, "A maii
tbat lîatlî frieuîds inust show' hîims.-li
friendly.
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