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be conrnencing cataract, glauconia, retinitis, optie atrophy, choroiditis,
retinal hoemorrhage, granular kidney, or some grave muscular difficulty.
Ail this means that ini the intercsts of the people sucli a bill should not
becomne lawv.

IGNAZ PHILLlPSE ML\IS

This great man was born in 1818 at Ofen .or Budà, of Hungarian
parents. He received a scant education. He studied medicine in Vienna
and graduated in 1844. He at once devoted himself to, the study of
mnidwvifery. He becamne full assistant in 1846. In a few months hie liad
to resign his position in favor of another assistant. At this time Semi-
mnelveis wvas devoting muchi attention to pathology under the famous
Rokitansky.

The death rate among the lying-in patients wvas very high. In the
wards where the medical students visited and rcceived practical instruc-
tions the deathi rate rose to ten per ccnt. This wvas accepted as a sort
of unavoidable miasnia and the diseasc stili %vent on. Tfhis statc of
affairs took firn-i hocld of bis muind and lie determined to discover the
cause and find a r.emedy.

At this juncture of events a miedical fricnd of bis, Kollctscha, died
as the resuit of a post-mortemi wound. The symptomis wvere the sanie,
to the niind of Senmmelweis, as in the case of a wvoman wvho dicd of
child-bed fever. The truth thien fiaslied across his mind that the diseasc
wvas due to soi-e poison introduced into, the systeun of the confined "vo-
man. But Semmelwveis wvas a very diffident man and shrank fronm pro-
clainiing hiis great discovery by speech and pen as lie should have donc.

Times of great political trouble came in Vienna in 1848, and lie
quietly Ieft and wvent to Buda-Pesth, wvhere lie carried on an obstetrical
clinie. He wvas surrounded by dificulties and professional jealousies.
H4e tried to introduce antisepties and disinfectants, and with excellent
resuits. Chloride of lime 'vas much used by him. In x86o lie broughit
out his xvork on the eti.ology of child-bed fever. The teachings set
forth in this wvork wvere coldly received. Thiis preyed on bis sensitive
nature, and lie lost bis temper. He called bis opponents murderers, bc-
cause of the liigh deathi rate wvhich occurred in obstetric practice.

The story of his life wvas soon to be told. The conditions of oppo-
sition, jealousy, and high mortality drove himi insane in i865. He "'as
confined in an asylumn vhere hie died iii a fewv days as the result of a
septie wvounid on his finger. He thus died of the disease lie had so
bravely fouglit.

250


