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the use of these drugs is really confined to office practice iii prcparing
a field for a bloodless operation. Espccially in searcliing for a forcign~
body wvlich lias set up a good deal of local reaction is it of great servicc.

Finally let us consider the cornmonly used boracic acid. Truc it
enters into the majority of eye washes and drops and %vith such trcatrnent
the conditions for wvhich it is prescribed generally repair. Ex'actly how
it brings about this resuit we do flot knowv. Its bactericidal powecr is so
slight as to be insignificant, and it is probable tlic attendatit lavage is
the source of good. The saturated solution. 2o grs. in the ounce, is flot
îoo strong, and uscd as hot as possible makes a more comfortable appli-
cation than warmn water and hience it wvill remain the niost generally dis-
penscd of our cye-washes. It may be used as a basis for other miedica-
n-ents; in drops or lation when il should be first wvarrned. It lias no speci-
fc action to discuss.

The ointments exlîibited in conjunîctival cases are fcev, tlîe simple
emollients of the vasclin type are used constantly to, prevent thîe lids from
beconîing glued togetiier and so retainingr the pcnt-up germî-laden
discharge. This is apparently a small matter, yet upon ils succcssful
application may depend the vision of tlie eye. Our patients should not
only bc given the ointments but slîewn how to, use thcm.

There is the ointmncnt of the yellow,ý oxide of mcrcury, 5 to io grs.
to the ounce, wvliclî holds its place as good treatment for phlyctenular
cases xvhen not aGsociated witlî too mucli irritation. W'hen such eyes
-ire acutely inflamned with reddcned buibar conjunctiva, and nîuclî dis-
charge i.e. in cases of mixed infection it is nîuch better to treat along
sedative lincs until there bc a reasonable amount of comfort obtained
and then to use the ointment to hiasten the licalingy of the coincident
ulceration and so, reduce the risk of opacity or irregular astigm-atisni
following. Again "'e arc at a loss to know exactly hov the favorable
rlesuits of this treatment arc broughit about but the acccpted explanation
is one of mild stimulation only. Aftcr the ointnîent is placed insidt the
lids, gentie massage is used for a moment to sprcad it over the w.holc
buibar surface.

The compound ointment of yellow-oxidc and atropine is especialty
indicated wherc there bc also ulceration of the cornea in chiidrcn. It is
unnccessary to repeat wvhat lias already been said rega lrding the indi-
cations for the use of atropine, the scquelaoe 10 bc expecteci and the
dangers atten ding its use in elderly people. It is worth whilc mention-
ing that atropine irritation is more likcly to follow the use of an ointmcnt
than of drops because of the difficulty of Izeeping the external surfaces of
the lids from bcing smearcd, wvhich grease xvould not bc rcmoved eon
wvashing.
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