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EDITORIAL.

worthy of notice, were not such sentimenis quoted
with tacit approval by one of the leading dailies of
the capital of Ontario. As it is, it is enough to
" disgust any physician with the endeavour to prac-
tice his profession honestly, and maintain it pure
and unsullied in the position it vught Yo occupy for
the good of humanity.

P T

A NEW LIQUOE ERGOTZ.

From an article in the Canadian Pharmaccutical
Journal, by Edward Long, BL.R.C.8,, it would ap-
pear that a new prephration of ergot is likely soon
to be brought under the notice of the profession.
The writer thinks that glycerine will make a better
solvent and preservative of the actual principles of
ergot than the mensirua generally used in the tinc-
ture, infusion or liquid extract, and that this prepa-
tion will also be more plensant to the palate. The
following paragraph gives the method of making
the preparation :—¢I digested ergot, freshly pow-
dered, in glycerine, for ten days, frequently shaking
it. On straining this off, it was found to be of a
deep purplish color, as thick as treacle nearly,
and the marc quite soft and pulpy. This marc was
then digested in spirit for ten days more, pressed
off and filtered, the resulting tincture distilled off
till it bocame of the consistence of syrup, and then
added to the previous solution. The ‘fluid ex-
tract’ forined of these combined solutions, I find
to be exactly equal to the volume of glycerine em-
ployed, and each drachin represents half a drachm
of powdered ergot, and may be considered a dose.”

We think a drop or two of chluroform added to
each ounce of either this or the old fluid extract
would render it more acceptable to the stomsch,
and while we are un this subject, we may say that
for a good meny years we have vsed the fluid ex-
.tract very largely. instead of the old powder or in-
fueion, and that it very seldom disappoints us.

k)

"«10 THE POOR HEATHEN! WEIOH?

" A fow monthsago, a lady of this city having been
for some time under the care of Dr. Beaumont, had
occasion to visit Ireland, and the Dr. gave her a
lotter, detailing the nature of her disexse, the treal-
.ment pursved, and his views-génerally on the case.

On reaching her destination, she presented the let-
_ter to an eminent oculist of Dublin, who expressed
.the greatest possible surprise, st the existence of
89 much learning and professional ability, in such
-& wild backwoods place as Toronto.

0UR STUDENTS ABREOAD.

We are glad io ses from an English paper, that
our Students are doing credit to their Canadian is-
struction, before the Licensing Bodies of the Mother
Country. The following names appear among the
successful candidates for the diploma of the Royal
College of Surgeons, England, on the 28th January,
1870:— B

Buller, Frauk, d3L.D., Victoria University.

Burdett, David Earl, M.B., Toronto University.

Wade, Wni., M.D., Victoria do. and New York

Widdifield, J. Henry, M.D., do.

WHAT IS EOLECTICISM ?

We clip the following definition of Eclecticism
from the Chicago Medical Times. TFor ourselves,
we do not know enough of that particular ism to sy
whether it is correct or not, but in the name of the
Regular Profession, we protest most strongly agains
such a gross misrepresentation of our pathelogy;
50 gross, indeed, that it requires a strong exercite
of that most excellent gift of charity to believe it
other than wilful. .

“Eclecticism is that system of medicine basel
upon the special pathological deduction, ‘‘diseas,
an impairment of vitality,” and correlatively de-
mands a conservation of the vital forces, and that
a1} therapeutic mensures should be expressly dirsck
ed thereto. It is diametrically opposed to the old
school practice which has persistenily taught for
years that disease is an excess of vitality, and thst
svery effort should be made to break it down, and
antiphlogistics were the inevitable resort, prems
and dernier ; in fact, that disease was vitality ex
alted to a sort of hypothetical phlogiston, that hsl
taken possession of the body surreptitiously, and
—must be put out, hence allopathy, from the Grest-
allos, other, and pathos, morbid condition, atiemphk
ing to correct one morbid condition by introducing
or substituting another, driving out a bad tenant’
by putting in, perhaps, a worse one, hence mercurt.
alization, premising that the terrible enemy w#
intrenched in the blood, therefore it must be drawd
out, hence phlebotomy.” -

¢¢Such were the principles that catried the aid
school profession, body and soul, like a hurricass
from the thine of Paracelsus, onwards, but, ssd¥
refiect, fell like continuous simooms upon the
paticnts with fearful fatality.” . el

¢ Eclecticism seeksto build up, strengthen andsap
port, aiding in every possible way the natural v}‘d
powers of the systém to overcome disease. opé:
thy depletes, debilitates and exausts the vis M
catriz nature, in its blind endeavors to rid the
of one affection by substituting another.”

Tue Lancet says:— :
“The Queen has been suffering repeatedly dtl!'g;{
the past thres months from neuralgia, sffcuiing 9
ferent parts of the body, and severe encugh te s



