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Brinton, following Chomel, condemned the use
of strychnia in stomach-diseases as unnecessary
‘and dangerous.  (Diseases of the Stomach,
p334) But, notwithstanding the condemna-
foiruf these authorities, strychnia has held its
p]aee‘m these affections, breause, although too
often given without diserimination, it proves
sbeneficial in many instances. The secret of its
- suceessful administration lies in the recognition
of the cases. Tt is suited for cases characterized
by the symptoms of impaired motion ; namely,
"uneasiness, but not actual pain, after food, and
~fatulence. It is not suited for cases of im-
Lpa,ired secretion, chavacterised by pain after
’ foocl and little or no flatulency.
" Some precautions ave of course necessary,
and’more so because the patients are seldom

under daily observation. A dose of one-

R should never be given in pills, on account of
‘ the dlﬁmulbv of exact subdivision in that form.
" The susceptibility of the alkaloid to precipita-
-lion by alkalies and some other substances
st be kept in view. If so precipitated, the
“whole of - the drug would, of course, be con-
* tined in the last dose in the bottls, For the
“wst, the pharmaceutist must be responsible.
.- Bi, after having prescribed streyhnia some
' IS
| anisg from its use.
ST mmht be supposed that electricity would
¢ prove useful for lesions of peristalsis ; but,
" after wany trials of faradisation and a few of
. the direct current, I am compelled to say that
Ido ot vegard it as an useful agent in this
atfeetion.l
b i 1s sometimes desirable to check fHatulence
Some agent which hinders fermentation,
Omierly, I preseribed carbolic acid for this
086 3 but its unpleasant taste is a great
mwbagk Of late, I have used thymol with,
: k better vesulvs ; and the taste is far less

ases ave meb with in which the
{is unable to expel flatus in consequence
mp01a1y paralysis from over-distension.
Ad}ugo given to pxomote contraction of
'g”«‘l‘-ﬁcarmilmtives,aé they are called —
¢s fail in their purpose. It is in such
at charcoal proves . useful. . Charcoal

4

entieth of « grain should rarely be exceeded. |

nd times, I never knew any haiiu to’

pussesses a remarkable power of absorbing
gases; but this power, as I bLave elsewhere
shown, is very much lessened by long keeping
and by wetting. This led me to the plan of
giving, in hermetically sealed gelatin capsules,
charcoal prepared from. vegetable ivory, which
kiad was proved by experiment to possess the
best absorbing power. If in cases of obstinate
gastric distension, three or four such charcoal-
capsules be swallowed, a few cubic inches of
carbonic acid gas will be speedily absorbed.
Tension being now removed, the muscalar coat
of the stomach generally resnmes its power,
and flatus is freely expelled.* In a few obsti-
nate cases, however, chiefly when the stomach-
affection is secondary. to diseases of the liver
or kidneys, the muscular paralysis is so com-
plete that, as happens in-case of the over-
distended rumer _in _cud-chewing animals,
mechanical interference is the most effective
mode of treatment. For this purpose, I have
had made a small India-rubber tube (tube
shown) two feet in length, having one extremity
closed, and perforated like a drainage-tube to
the distance of four inches from the end, Such
a tube can be safely and easily introduced into
the stomach, and will prove effectual in reliev-
ing the distended organ. =~

I am convinced that certain symptoms, de-
scribed as a sinking sensation in the gastric
region, craving for food soon after meals, ete.,
are generally to be attributed to hyperperis-
talsis or exaggerated movements of the stomach.
But this constitutes a distinct disease, to be
separately discussed. The same remark applies
to dyspepsia of liquids and the flaccid state
of the stomach which exists in that affection.—
Brit. Med. Journal.

Arroria For URrTicaria.—In three cases
of severe and stubborn urticaria, after every-
thing else had failed, Freenkel (Berliner Kltin.
Wochenschrift) found that the internal use of
atropia succeeded in promptly allaying the
annoying itching. It will not, however, prevent
1elapse. ' )

* Perhaps the best proof of the ut1hty of this dmr
coal so administered is to be found in the fact, “that
the capsules are manufactured on « vexy large scale,
and are exported 1argely o - o N



