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beneath the pemcwdmm, and another beneath the endocardmm, in the cavity of the: left
ventricle. - .

The blood was neither coagulated in the aorta por in the right side of the heart. There
wag only a syrupy liquid, like lees of wine,.in these organs, even in the right auricle,
where there was.not the slightest trace of .fbrinous clot.. The thoracic aorta was sur-
rounded -with a layer of blood, which occupied its entire sheath, and a portion of the
posterior mediastinum. There was also ecchymosis in'the external membrane of the
aorta. o

- The great venous trunlfs were empty.

The liver was covered with a series of violet points, thch formed at the level of the
tenth rib a transverse band -of a’ diffused bloody hue, and’ penetrating but slightly the
substance of the organ. .Nothing particnlar was observed on the concave surface. The
yellow substance prevmled and was only here and there tinged with red points. - The .
kidneys contained effusions below the serous membrane in the pelvxs and cahcas, and on

. section nothing but a bloody fluid escaped. .

The spleen was small, and of ordinary density. 'The bram and cerebellum were- only

slightly congested. The bladder and uterus were normal.—Edinburgh Journal.

TANNIN AS ANTIDOTE TO'STRYCH\’ NE.
BY PROF KUHZAK, or VIE‘INA. .

Frox want of a reliable antldote, the treatment in’ cases of poxsomnrr by strychnme
hitherto consisted principally in endeavouring to evacuate the poison, io combat the
" frightful spasmodic symtoms by narcotxcs, and to re-establish respiration, when it finally

ceased, by artificial means. ‘Donné proposed iodine, chlorine, and bromine as antidotes
to strychnine ; Garrod, Rand, Morson, and Falek recommended prepared animal char-
coal ; but the eﬂicacy of those substances has . been neither tested sufficiently by experi-
ment nor proved by experience. The same is truein rerrard to tannin, and the asmngent
vegetables containing it, their infusions, decoctions, &c. Although they recommended
themselves by the fact’ that tannin forms chemical compounds, insoluble'in- wa,ter, with"
strychnine and other poisonous alkaloids, it seemed very probable that these product8

might be redissolved in the stomach and intestines, and thus be rendered capable of
absorptxon the virtue of tzumm as an antldote to strychnme was, therefore, con51dered
very ‘doubtful,

With a view to subject this matter to a thorourrh exammatwn, ‘and to ascertain the
afﬁcacy of tannin in preventing and allaying the symptoms of | pmsonmg by strychnine,
Professor Kurzak made a series of expenmeuts on'rabbits ‘and dogs.  As the end of hig
mtetestmrr and hwhly 1mportunt memoir, he states tha.t the results of lus mvestwatxod

_ perinit him to draw the following conclusions ==

1 Tunnin, if administered in tune, is an eteelleut chemzcal tmtzdote to stryc}mme. o

. The doubt, whether the preclpxtate formed by tannini m d solution of strychume,
although insoluble in Water, would not be redissolved by the gastnc and mtestmal Jmces, ‘
-and the strychnine thus recbtmn its poxsonous properties, is solved by th%e expemments
on rabbxts and dogs in a complete and’ lnghly gmhfymg manner.” " )

. The successful results in dogs and rabblts Justlfy the evpectatxon that tannm would

suspend the pozsonous ‘action of strychmne also in man, ‘8ven in’ cases ‘where the evacuation:
of the tannate of strychnine, formed in the stomsch could nat be accomphshed S

4. These expemments show that twenty to twenty-five times the quantzty of tanmn is:
required in order to suspéend the’ pozsonous actzon of strychmne In’ cases of poisoning it
will be, bowever, advisablé to a.dmxmster & relatwely larger p portlon, as a part of the
antt&ote will be absorbed’ by the usual contents ‘of the stomach, pattxcularly by gelatine.,

"5, As tanmn as proved to be an a.n(:xdote to mtra.te of strychnme, which is much more:
soluble in water, there s "so mueh greater reason to hope that it’ “will be successful i,
poisoning by pure strychma. wlnch dlSBOlVeS in'water with great dxﬁiculty




