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Pain, according to the dictionary, is defincd, as an uneasy bodily son-
sation varying in degree from slight uneasiness to extrenie torture. This
definition fulfils the scientific conception of the term,, and allows its
application to any sensation which is disagrecable, or, at least, arouses
in us a desire to escape from it. Any of the syinptoiis indicative of dis-
ordcered conditions inl our viscera, such, for exaniple, as dyspnoce and
nausea or vomiting, in theimselves alaring and the cause of 'actual bodily
discoinfort, might be inclucled in a broad sense under Pain; but in con-
sidering the derivation of the word, it is seen that punishinent is the main
idea, whicili originally consisted in arousing in soine one an acute bodily
sensation; so when we talk of pain wo usually regard it as a quality of
sensation whichi we express by thé phrase "It hurts."

Within the- linits of this paper, I hope to regard it as a nerve sensa-
tion, which calis our attention to some region of the body more or less
definitely, and conipels ini us a desire to riid ourselves of it, and to sec
what information -it can afford us in' abnormal states of the human
organisu.

In order to investigate such a disturbance in a purely scientific man-
ner, an exact knowledge as to its cause and nature *would. be desirable;
but with our linifed knowledge it may b broadly described as a scnsory
disturbance, and the physiology and pathology of flie condition is rather
foreign to the subject under consideration.

Musser divides pain into " peripheral," due to some disturbance affect-
ing the nerves or nerve roots; " central,' when the lesions are on the
brain; and "general," which includes that pain depending on toxic con-
ditions of the blood or disturbances of the nervous system on a whole, the
clisturbance showing itself as pain in regions of least resistance. While
this no doubt represents a natural division of the subject, its value in
diagnosis is questionable, as the nature of the disease frequently requires
to be ascertained before it is possible to classify the pain.

Any classification of pain as to its quality is unsatisfactory, and the
association of certain kinds of pain'with defmite .tafes o disease, u1 ifd
p'ossiblm som-e cases;s not general application. ß escription-in as
simpl l 5in e as'p6ssible -and the- adje tiei b ing, stabn 'and
aching; aresifflcieïitly çxpressive of. the patients sufferings.

The mode -of onset has to be considered, and in· génral the sudden or


