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Pain, according to {the dictionary, is defined,as an uncasy bodily sen-
sation varying in degree from slight uneasiness 'to extreme torturce. This
definition fulfils the scientific conception of the term, and allows its
application to any sensation which is disagrecable, or, at least, arouses
in us a desive to escape from it.  Any of the symptoms indieative of dis-
ordered conditions in our viscera, such, for example, as dyspncea and
nausea or vomiting, in themselves alarming and the cause of actual bodily
discomfort, might be included in a broad sense under Pain; but in con-
sidering the derivation of the word, it is seen that punishment is the main
idea, which originally consisted in arousing in some onc an acute bodily
sensation ; so when we talk of pain we usually regard it as a quality of"
sensation which we express by the phrase “ It hurts.”

Within the limits of this paper, T hope to regard it as a nerve sensa-
tion, which calls our attention to some region of the body more or less
definilely, and compels in us a desire to rid ourselves of it; and to see
what information' it can afford us in abnormal states of the hu.m
organism. ' :

Tn order to investigate such a disturbance in a purely sclcntlﬁc man-
‘ner, an exact knowledge as to its cause and nature would be desirable;
but with our limited knowledge it may he broadly described as a scnsory
disturbance, and the phy s1olo<ry and pathology of the COI]dlthIl is: rather
forcign to the subjeet under consideration.

Musser divides pain into © perlpheral » due to-some d1sturbance a[fcct-‘
ing the nerves or nerve roots; “central,” when the lesiors are on the
brain; and ¢ general ” which includes that pain dependmg on toxie con-
ditions of the blood or disturbances of the nervous system on a whole, the
disturbance showing itself as pain in regions of least resistance. While
this no doubt represents a natural d1v1sxon of the subject, its value in
diagnosis is questionable, as the nature of the disease frequently reqmres
to be ascertained before it is possible to classify the pain.

Any classification of pain as to its quality is unsatisfactory, and the
wssocxahon of certam kmds of pam mth deﬁmte states of d1sease, W]nle'
poss1blc in. some cases, is not of general apphcatlon, :D.escnptmn in’as
sunple lfmguage as: poss1ble "and . the- adJectlves ‘boring}- stabbmo and'
, achuw, are:sufliciently expressive’ of the patient’s suffermgs. AR
The mode-of onset has to be considered, and in- gencral the sudden or,




