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THE OvER-SUPPLY or DoCToRs.-''he cry is
still they come, and in increasing nunbers. It

will be noted with mixed feelings by the struggling
practitioners who find it hard to get a living with
their utmost efforts, and who have to content
thenselves with starting sixpenny dispensaries or
attending clubs at 2s. a head, that the number of
medical degrees conferred at the recent capping at
Edinburgh University was the largest on record,
including 202 Bachielors of Medicine, and 6o

Doctors of Medicine. What hard struggles await

niany of these still happy and unconscious recruits

in the fierce battle of life that lies before themi

The Briish iM,/edical Journai.

ANOTHER BARRI•R GONI..'-Tlie rule which

renders wonen ineligible for election as members

of the Britislh Medical Assuciation was one which
though carried with enthusiasi in 1878, could not
be defended with any pretence to logic. In view

of the steady progress whicli the eniancipation of
women is naking ail along the line, its abrogation
was obviously only a question of time, and that
time lias now come apparently, for at an extraordi-
nary meeting lield at Nottinghan last week, the
objectionable rule was expunged-that is to say,
subject to ratification at the subsequent meeting
to be held on the 24th inst. We do not symîîpa-
thize to any great extent with the invasion of the
profession by women doctors, but consistency is a
virtue, and if we admit them to practise, it is un-
fair and oppressive to withhold the collateral ad-
%antages of the niedical status. The tinie is
approaching when the question of adnitting wo-
mer. to thle Fellowslip of the medical societies
will have to be discussed, and, judging from
appearances, it will not be long heice.--Med.
_Press.

QUACKERV IN AFrICA.-" An agent in south-
western Africa haswritten an account to Berlin of
the present condition of quackery in that region.
A year ago a foreigner went through the country
carrying on his back a bag filled with plasters,
wafers, and different concoctions, which lie made
out of anything that caime at hand, and replenisled

as they became exhausted. He advertised him-
self as much as possible, and received a most
enthusiastic welcone from the natives. He re-
mained only two or three weeks in one place, and
took payment in cattle, which he drove with him
from place to place. When he reappeared upon
the coast lie had a herd of about a thousand cattle.
The German agent writes that the natives, after he
had left the country, found out tiat they had been
swindled, and that it would not now be safe for any
dealer in medicines to travel through the district."-
Boston iledical and Surgical Journal.

WYETH'S COM PRESSED TABLET TRITURATES.-

Conbining absolute accuracy of dose, convenience
in administration, speedy disintegration, and con-
sequent rapid absorption, thereby insuring the
most effective results. The triturates are abso-
lutely exact, and will keep indeflnitely with little or
no danger of loss ; they can be readily swallowed
with a mouthful of water ; or, if smaller doses be
required for infants, the tablets can be reduced to
a fine powder, by simply crushing with a knife or
the thumb nail. By "triturates" are neant the
preparations made, not only by carrying the sub-
divisions to the utmost extent, but by varying the
doses to the lowest liiits of physiological power.
It has always been known that the size of the dose
affected the degree, and to some extent, the char-
acter of the action. Since the physiological study
of mîedicine has been introduced, the real nature
of the difference in the effects of small and large
doses has been clearly denonstrated, for the most
important of the remedies in use. Again, it is to be
noticed that small dosts, frequently repeated, niay
accomplish better resuits than large doses at long
intervals. Such differences in the therapeutical
effects have been observed in the administration of
opium, aconite, veratum viride, calomel and others.
The extent to which reduction in the dose may be
carried, compatible with ascertainable effects, has
been the subject of scientific investigation, and
exact data have been obtained. By the precise
methods of chemistry and the spectroscope, it bas
been ascertained that no dilution beyond the sixth
and seventh decimial containb denionstrable por-
tions of any medicaments. As these dilutions
contain quantities so infinitely minute as to be
entirely without action, physiological or curative, it


