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atory subjects hlave ini the United
States beenl reduced almnost to a inii-
munin, and thie curriculum is fraied
wvith a large iinîmiber of optioxial
courses. Tule ostensible object is to
allow every possible latitude and to
encourage inidividuality. Thiere are,
howvever, unavoidable tendeîîcics
wliichi înust be reckoned wvitli before the
encouragement of indivi dîal traits ean
be regarded as advaîîtageous. Thie
i(leals hield before tie stu(lelt too
often lead limi iii wvrong directions.
Lt is doubtless true that every student
should as sooli as possible liave his
attention directed to those branchies
which will best fit liiai for hlis course
iii life. Lt is alnîost seîf-evident, how-
ever, thiat the calling wlichli pupils
will eveiîtually follow canniot be readily
deterninied. An effort is miade to give
chuldren somne hiigh aini and sonie
professional pursuit is inidicated as tlue
goal to be reachied by tlie aspîrilig
yonth. University mnatriculationi is
decided uipon and work is takenl up,
wliich is far froni thiat best adapted to
the parposes of thie great body of
persons whio are to fill tie liiiiibler
positions.

Tllestory is told of oie lo, enquired.
of liis nieiglibor liow lie raised suchl
excellent peachies ? Tlic explanationi
given was as follows :"If 1 wanlt
prize peaclies of any kind, I sliakze off
ail but a couple of dozen early in the
spring. Lt is expensive, but I get iny
prize peaclies, for ail thie strengyth goes
into the few." Tlie lesson for our
ligli Sdhiools is clear and thie warniing,

is oile deserving the attention of
educationists. Lt is a wvell-recognized
trutlh, whichi every good teachier
fo]lows, tliat the backivard pupils
should receive inost attention, tie
briglit ones býeinig able to look ont for
theiselves. Iii our modemn educa-
tioilal niethods, teachers ýare exposed
to the temptation of iglîoring tlie
riglits of the niany ini the iintere.sts of
the few. Thie teachier is applanded on
Conmnencemnent Day for thc prizes and
iedals won ly brilliant -,tudents. If

a teacher is conscientious, liis best
work is thiat w'hich lie lias doile for
flic duil, the troublesomle, and even
perlîaps for the vicionis. To imipart
knowledge is îlot the highiest work of
tie teaclier. 'To mnake brilliant sclolars
is praiseworthiy ;to turni ont good mcin
and( wvoînen is better. TIlie boy wl'ho
lias îîot tlic ability or the nimans to go
to the universi ty is wortli looking af ter.

Tlic deiand for greater fiexîbility
ini H-igli Scliool %vork moiles froun thiose
whio are interested ini universities. The
crowded nature of the Higli Sehool
curriculum is due to sinîilar influenices.
The main wvork of seconidary sclhools
shiould lot be to prepare studeîîts for
tlue universities. The Higli Sehool is
riglitly considereci the people's college ;
and, thierefore, tlic course of study to
doiniiîate slhould be onîe adapted to the
needs of thiose whio do ixot attend
college or university. The greatest
good for thie greatest nuxuiiber sliould
hiave Nveighit ith flic Highi Schiool
teaclier. Soule persons wvould mnake
niatters 'worse and hiave urgeci the
adoption of thie Germia ideal ini our
sehlools. Thie Germian gyxnnasiumi,
hôbwever, illustrates too fully the law
of '' the survival of the fittest ''1, anîd
is not suited to our cond(itions. The
fact tîxat so nmany faîl by tlie way-side
iii thieir attempt to inatriculate should
niake us ponlder and lessen, so far as
possible, the great wvaste of educational
miethiods. To regard our Higli Scliools
as preparatory schlools is mnislcading.
A finiisliing course sliould be the onue
takzen up by the najority of students.
If the needs of the iîîety-five per
cent. w'ere paramnount, there would be
less objection raised by the ratepayers
to Higli Sclîool expeîîditure. A genl-
eral course, w'ithi very few options, is
urgcnitly nieeded ; and the teniptationi
to, take up special courses s]îould be
lessened. Conditions over wliich
young per. jis ]lave vcry littie control,
deiianid thiat thiey becomne bread-
winncrs witliin a shiort time. A course
which promises sonxie practical hielp for
the îîear and tryiing future wvlieî young


