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to go into the country.”” Was there ever a clearer case of God’s willing-
ness to use the sanctified common-sense of thorough preparation? And
was ever courage more needed or more rewarded # That was no light
mstter to go out on the good ship Cakoto for a passage of one hundred
and twenty days. Only five ports were open, and Hong Kong had just
been ceded to England in 1841. Everything was to be shaped, even if
not to be planted. The hatred to foreigners was intense. Those willing
to rent to the missionaries were imprisoned for it in every case, and one
such inhgbitant died in prison. A mob was raised to exterminate all
foreigners, Dr. Happer has told us, when one of them happened to knock
over a fruit-basket which stood in a gateway. A little improvement came
with the treaty of 1847, but as England would not consent to use force to
open the city gates as promised, they remained closed until 1856. No
wonder there were years of waiting for first converts. They were able te
keep possession of any rented quarters only by stratagem. The case of
the Arrow in 1856 brought such riots that all missionary labor was sus-
pended at Canton, and the workers retired to Macao till order could be
restored. In 1858 the American treaty protected the Chinese converts,
and surpassed, in that, the provisions of the British treaty. From this time
on property conld be rented or purchased. Other cities were opened. The
good conduct of the missionaries had been reported to the central govern-
ment in answer to a series of inquiries. Facilities for tkhem (it is worth
remembering) were first tendered to our ambassador (Hon. W. B. Reed).
Though he could not accept the proposal limited to one class, he would
not concesl a fact so favorable to the missionaries. Dr. Happer received
independent confirmation of this fact from Bishop Boone, and mentions
it in the pages of a very brief ‘ Retrospect,”” printed but not published
in 1884, after forty years of service. Just at that time serious complica-
tions were arising, and yet the clear testimony was given that ‘ none of
the converts had been known to deny their faith cven when cast into
prison.”

The courage necessary for persistent service sustained this noble man
under varied labors and contrary winds of inflnence. It enabled him to
bear the severitics of the ciimate and the severe test of failing health.
With serious discase of the heart he journeyed once, alone, from China
to the United States.

The waiting and the working brought tho blessing at last. ¢ It was
only after ten years of the most assiduous labor that I was permitted to
welcome the first convert, and during those ten years of clearing the
ground and of seed-sowing, I felt no more discouragement than I did
during a subsequent period of ten years, during which there was a con-
tinuous revival, and I was permitted to receive forty persons into the
church cach successive year'” (Anniversary Sermon, p. 26). “‘ As soon
as we had any room Mrs. Happer commenced a girls’ boarding-school.
The work was eplarged on several lines. Dr. Kerr wss sent, at my re.




