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are unable toread or write.  In the male section, consisting of 133,500,000,
only one in 9 can pass this double test, and in the female division, com-
prising 128,500,000, barely one in 173 women ! Of the total pupulation
in India having a knowledge of reading and writing in  English the census
makes a return of 360,000 natives. For the training of the young, public
and private institutions number 138,054, and pupils, 3,682,707, Allow-
ing, therefore, that 18,000,000—a liberal estimate—of India’s people have
the advantage of an ciementary education, it leaves the enormous number
of 270,000,000 of Hindoos buried in calamitous ignorance. OQut of the
few millions able to read and write a very small proportion have any
acquaintance of English.

These shadows, so painful to contemplate, are not entirely unrelieved.
Of India is it true that

“ . . . Longlost in night,
Upon the horizen gleams the light
Of breathing dawn."

In bright battle the secial, medical, religious, and philanthropic auxiliaries
are engaged for India’s deliverance from myriad woes. During many
years that unwearicd worker on behalf of the sufiering and neglected of
India, Miss Florence Nightingale, has made the causes and possible
Temedies of the unhealthiness of small Indizn towns and hamlets a special
study. Mainly directed to Bombay, her labors have had considerable
success in combating the frightful condition of sanitary matters. Miss
Nightingale is immediately occupied, as the debates on the Bombay Village
Sanitation Bill indicates, in providing on 2 wide scale 2 good village
organization for village sanitation, a measure which had the support of
the recent International Congress of Hygiene. By her carnest and cffective
advocacy of a question vitally affecting the lives of millions of the rural
population of India, the gentle heroine of the Crimean War has won the
thanks of muititudes of the lowly poor. Next to this admirable work
ought to be named “‘ The Association for Supplying Female Medical Aid
to the Women of India,™ founded and organized seven years ago by the
Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava, who has exhibited, in furtherance of her
humene enterprise, Tare capacity, generous benevolence, and unswerving
purjvse. Established on broad lines of an unscctarian and national char-
acter, it relieves alike the women and children of the poorest class and
zenana Iadies of wealth and station. The three principal objects of the
fund consist of medical tuition, medical assistance, and the supply of
trained female nurses.  According to the 1890 returns, 411,000 had medi-
cal treatment, compared with 280,000 in the previous year. Its propor-
tional increase of in-patients was greater for the smne period, which were
returned at $159.  Thirty hospitals and 20 dispensarics are affiliated with
or governed by the association, and 13 lady doctors and 27 assistant
surgeons are working under the auspices of the fund, 9 of the ladies
having gone out from England. A strong staff in future days will be



