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ence may be advantageously used to direct arighit and at th~e same tiiino
not check that normi'l natural growth, without whicli life lias nlo gcil.
uine, permanent character? Snell questions corne up by the score iln
every mission station. The problem is not s0 nibel c 'H ow to cc
the maisses,' but IllHow to guide thieni.'' The age of simple evailgel.
ism lias passed; the era of growth is well iinder way, and the probicais
before a inission's aýnnual meeting, ivlîether in Egypt, Syria anîd P es,
or il Turkey, Bulgaria and Greece, are the samie that perpiex tijob
leariied convocations of scientists, philosophers, thocologiaxîs auld plan.ý11
thropists in Europe and Amierica..

Eva-.noylia Chiristianiity in its relations to I'aganism furnisiies asoine.
wliat new problem, for the Levant. It lias been -popularly understoodj
-Lhat Ohiristianity and Tslarnisrn hiad so perireated the iwhole regioiî thalt
pagyanism, pure ahd simple, hiad been crowded out. Later investiga-
tions, however, have shown among the niountains, south and wvest of
Antioch, and. along the Persian border, large communities whieh, :.Vlile
nominally Moslem, are really pagan. TJhe Misairyeh of Noiierin Syril
are the, lineal descendants in race and religion of the Caaais h
fled before J oshua, and the Yezidecs of ICurd istan prohably kcepl up thcL
rites of the Carduclîi thiat hiarassed Xenophon anîd the ton thlouqqa.
Bothi classes are as yet almost absolutely inaccessible to any Chiristanj
influence. lding to their aîîcient faiti vith a pertinaýcitv.thiatiswoi.
derful, yet compelled by a relentless oppression to cover thecir bollot
under the forms of a hated religion, tlîcy have developed a poiwer of
doceit a.nd dissimulation that, pi obably has no e-qual iii thii istory of ally
race. Defyisîg aIl investigation, punishing treachery or apostasy iwitih
instant death, tlîey seemi impregnable to approaclies of aiiy kiid. Tiiere
is something almost fascinating ini tlîeir gloomy isolationî, wichi lis le.
pelled aIl Glîristian workers except the sturdy Scotch Co;'enanters, ivljo,
ivitlî persistexîcy not less dogged tlîaxî tlîeir owvn, 'but a faithl thiat ]lys
hold on the power of the HIlîgest, have comnnençed au attack-. Thocir
problem is simple, but not the, lcss difficult. They drill, not thiroughi
rock, but adamaiît.

None of these problems, ]îowcver, are grreater thian thiat of infulelit.y.
It is one of the strangest tlîings in nature, that lighitand air,]
tiionîselves so essential to lîealth, when brouglît ini contact ivitli lllit
lias been kept in darkness, 60, often bring not lieailh but ferinenation
anid dccay. Thie flrst resuit of exposing the errors ini old beliefs is tuie
slîaking of alIbelief. TluelMoslem reads tle Bible, loses his faitlh ithoe
Koran, aund is apt to doubt the valid ity of the Bible, too. To his iiiid,
cadlidisprovos ticotlher. Wha.tthoni, slhah ho beliovo? Too oiten
notlîing. The Oopt, GreAmnaî ugrafindiug tmat the
Testament does not indlorse thc practics of a churcli ]mallowcd by Iagces
of implicit, faith, jumps at tic conclusion that the croed nt thie founda-
tion of thioso practices nîust also be wvrongr, and cast-s overboird 'Il
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