
GOSPEL WOILK IN 1>EILSIA. [coe

1>Praise Goa, «I have' By this iiens bie hlad beeil brougblt to Soule
knowledge of the Word of God ýand of the way of salvation. He asked
me to visit hM iii bis village, but not ldug i-able to do so, 1 sent tivo of
the native bretbircn. They fouild that the slîeikbl had readl the Bible to
the people assenmbled in bis bouse. They, preaclced the Gospel to large
gatberings of -'Moslemi villagors. The shlîekm seemed, likc niany others,
to believe in Christ witli the Ileart, but îîot to bc rcadv te, confcss Mlin)
before, men. "

The story of the conversion of the colporteur in charge of thec Bible
depot at Tabriz illustrates the illunuinating povcr of the printed page.
Aga «Mateos iras a ricli nerchant and a dovout Gregorian Armnenian, intuel
given, to, rcadinîg the Prayer-book and the Fatiiers, faithful in bis attcndane
on the chureh. services and tue donor of a picture ivhlich &ill bangs in thic
ebureli at Tabriz. He met with financial losses, and ivent to the Bible
for consolation. le ivas surprised at its contents. One day lie liadt the
Bible open before in wheni a friend, entercd and said, " Put up tliat
book and coine te, Nvalk Nwit.h mue. If you readl tic Bible you ivill becoiie
a Protes--tant." Ag ao~replied, " Thero is no danger of tîmait," and
went on reading. Hie began with Genosis. Day by day lio read. ly
the timne lio lad rcaclied Isaiali his cycs wero oponcd. le siw hiuw
Christ was niagnifled above ail, lîew the prophects; and saints wcrc sinui*rs
and unwortbýy te o bciiediators. \VMien lie rcachced the Gospels, Sn great
%vas bis cagor intcrcst, that lie read ecdi Gospel throughi lu a Single nilît
Wbien ho bad flnishedl the epistles lie was a firinly convimiced Protestant,
and lio lias nover silice wvavercd. God thns miagnifies lis «Word.

The agent of tiLo Ainericati Bible Society for North Persia, the R-er.
NV. L. Whipple, after sixteon ye-ars lu the superintemîdence of this wo"rk,
bias iust îvitlidrawn fromi it for the edjîication of bis clîildren. lc leuves
a nieinoril behind Iinii by the gift of bis rusidence iii Tabriz to tlie jjis-
Sion for a ivoînais hospital and disponsmîrv.

Gospel ivork axnong thc Oriental dhurcies iii Persia shows littie
change. Aniong thc Arinenians thc paist, year bas becii one of ircrc&ing
friendship) and enlarged opportumîity. The -,yînplatliy of Aniericai for thce
sufforing Armienians in Turkey, and the devotii of the inissionaries ilitre
to, their relief lhave taken frei thc hearts of inany tme old roots of bitter.
ness. There doos not appear any quickening of spiritual aspirationsnd
longings, such as we se inuch desiro to soc. Religious feelings.-are callùus,
and but a cold response is given to appeals to tic conscience. The
thîcughts of thc people are engrossed, in thc pursuit of gain, and inii lî
discussion of the iwrongs, and prospects cf thecir race in Turkey and 11ussix.
Personal religion is rarcly a matter of personal concern. The conviction
prevails lu tlîe ninds of thc Armnenians that theyzare saife througli the
rites cf tic Church, mmdnc thc doctrines cf regoncration «-id conversion are
ncit.her taugit ixor understood among thiem. Missionaries soinctimnaç
have a feeling cf disappointment tliat so few are converted as tjc rosot
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