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davs are about to be broken, lie naturally casts about in bis mmid to
ascertain &~liat acquisitions lie lias inaù'e to bis store of knowledge -
what powers of thouglit and expression have becoile developed in
hlm - and wvhat permanent friendsllips lie bias fornued. Hie niay lhave
been a diligent student and attained a higli standing in' bis class,
but if this be aIl, lie lias fiiiled to pluck the rarest flo%%ers and to taste
the richest fruits that grow in the college garden. This garden in
inany respects is inot different froni that of tbe world, and yet, tiiere
is one plant wvhich flourisiies in the former as it dves not iii a less
favorable atiuospliere. Thougli rooted in deeDa soil it suffers no spur-
ious growth. It is a dicotyledonous plant. very sensitive at first, and
least aniong the plants of the garden, but gradually it expands and
unfolds, and buds and blossoius iinto beauty and fragrance and e'er
long is laden with a priceless fruitage. This tree is Friendslip

[t is at college, if lie bave the privilege of attending one, tbat a
boy forrns the friendships ofliis life. At iîo otiier time and in no
other associations are the conditions so favorable for tbe inception
and ý,rowtIî of friendships. Tiiere is a kind of nîagnetisnî, an inde-
finiable somzething, that attracts-and binds together schoolniiates and
especially classinates with firmer and mîore enduring bonds than
inosi othe r inlortals can be bound. A newv class enters college and.
generally speakiing they are ail strangers to each other. Sonie iiii-
petuous souls, wvill be attracted to eaclî olter at ou~ce and a fanîjîjar
relationship, like Joilah's gourd, wvill 'pring up bt:ýween thein in -a
niglit. Sucli friendships are rarely lasting, and yet, tîxe inost trifling
incidents iinay and often do lead to lif-ý long friendships. If they
are %vise, bowçever, tlîey *will as, Emîerson says, -Respect s0 far
the lîoly laws of tlîis friendslîip as not'to prejudice its perfect flowver,
by th-!ir impatience of its opening. " jack and Harry after a tiale,
however, find to tbeir exquisite satisfaction, that the saine curreiits
of air warmi their lives, that tlîey have hitclied tîxeir wagon to the
saie star, or, in conîninon parlance are congenial. The alliance of
these souls brings to theni each a swveet sincerity of joy and pleasure,
wlhich' quickens tixouglit. kiindies lîiglî eîuioti,ns and relates theni to
ail inankind.

Tliere are sonie again of sucli retiring and exclusive dispositions
that it is very difficuit for thein to find a kiindred spirit aud so tbey
inay past the two first years, or even the tlîird year of tlîeir course,
without forining a single friendship, regarding ail tlîcir fellowv stu-
dents witb equal reserve and seeing the classes above thein pass
out without a tinge of regret. But if lie permxit bis senior year to
pass -%vithout t 'asting the fruits of fiîendship, hie is citler an angel too
good to fellowsliip with coînnion niortals or an invidious foe of so-
cie%.y wlio should be shunued as you %vould shun the nian who mlade
a confidant of every one lie ineets.

Two notable exaîîples of college friendships are, first- tbat be-
tween Miltoti and Edward King 'whli bas been iiînînortalized by tbu
former in bis fainous poemn "Lycidas"; aîîd, second, the friendslîip


