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animals of whatever size, should be well bred, and of|
& goo- form, suitable for their several uses.

In the future numbers of this periodical we shall
give sclections from the best authors on the most
approved methods of improving breedsof cattle, sheep
and swine; the medes of feeding, &c.: the manage-
ment of the duiry—and the utensils necessary for it.

We have already stated to our friends and subscri-
bers, that party politics shall be cxcluded from this
Journal. We shall, however, constantly cndea-
vour to show the great advantages which the inhabi-
tants of this colony, and the Agricultural class in
particular, may derive from British connection, from
cwmigration to this country, and from the introduc-
tion of British capital. No colony of Britain has it
in its power to derive so much advantage from its
connection with England, as British North America.
We possess alimost a boundless extent of the verybest
of land, that only requires the application of capital,
labour, and skill, to make it produce what will always
find a ready market in the British Isles. We may ob-
tain from the Mother country, capital, labour, and
skill, and we can repay her by what these will produce,
angd with the surplus, we can purchase her manufac-
tures. We are certainly highly favoured, if we could
only sce and understand our true position, and make
the most judicious use of the advantages that arc at
our disposal.

We further promise our friends and subscribers that
we shall not often trouble them with the dry subject
of Political Economy, though we are far from suppo-
sing it a useless subject of cousideration. ‘T'reatises
on Political Economy, have produced much good, not-
withstanding they may have advanced propositions
that it would be difficult to demonstrate clearly. They
have, however, induced men to think of matters of]
the utmost conscquence to mankind, which, perhaps,
only for the writings of Political Economists, would
never have occurred to their minds.

Tur Seasox—The winter commenced this year
nearly 2 month soorer than usual, or about the 27th
October. We had some few days subscqueatly, of
finc open weather, that adwmitted of some ploughing
being exccuted, but the snow did not altogether disap-
pear.  From the first of January, we had some very
severe weather, andnuch snowhasfallen.  The River
St. Lawrence is passable from Montreal to Laprairic.
Weverymuch regret tostate that thereis alarge number
of uncmployed labourers at Lachine and Montreal, for
several weeks past, and we have been assured that
many of them are in great distress—it is ounly neces-
sary to sce the lodging places of some of then to as-
certain this fact. The farmers cannot employ many
labourers at this scason of the year, and unless these
poor men have very soon an opportunity of carning
wages at public works, for their subsistence, theymust
suffer severe privations. Sufficient clothes, food, and

fuel, are indeed necessary to any thing like comforta-
ble existence in Canada in winter, and we regret to
sy, mauy are ill supplied with these articles. We
hope the period will scon arrive, when an improving
and prosperous Agriculture will be more than capable
to give employment to all labour thatcan be found inor
brought to Canada. It is in that way it could be most
usefully employed for eveiy interest in the country.

TWe have scen a good address by a Mr. Wright be-
fore an Agricultural Society in the United States, last
Qctober, aud as we conceive some ¢f the observations
of that gentleman are well deserving the attention of
Canadian Agriculturists, we sclect a part:—

A question now presents itself—shall we stand still,
content with the advantage we have gained ? or rather,
shall we retrograde ? for standing still is no easy matter.
Shall we follow thut mode of furming which necessity has
hitherto imposed upon us, now, when that necessity is re-
moved 7 Is there no such thing for agriculture, and wes-
tern agriculture in particulur, as progression ? Is our
present style of farming the best for us to continue in—
and will our continuance in it not beattended indeed with
hazard ? I am one of those who believe that progress is
practicable and desirable; and that a continuance in the
modes of husbandry now common in the West—in parti-
cular districts if not in the West as & whole—will be soon-
er or later attended with disaster, if not to ourselves, to
the furms we cultivate, and to our property, into whose
hands soever they may fall.

I know that there are many who have settled in the
West under the impression that they have fixed on an
exhaustless mine—that the soil is so bountiful and the cli-
mate so genial, that ull we shall ever want will be produ-
ced with little care, and do as we may we can never ex-
haust its fecundity. ‘There are others, who I rcjoice to
believe are few, who care for no further retyrns but en-
ough upon which to live,and with whom food and clothing
are the ultimatum of desire ; yet in these particulars they
are not the individuals who transcend. There are others
100, who have been so long accustomed just to make the
cuds of the year meet, us they call it, by the hardest Ja~
bor and the most rigid economy, that their ambition
never rises above it; and when it is put into their power
to do more than this, they sit down content with just the
labour that brings itabout.  As to those ldtter classes of
persons, it may be said that if the feasibility of accumu-
lating property will not incite to it, I know of no motive
which will

‘There was a notion abroad, within my memory, in re-
gard to the wheat-lands of western New York similar to
the one entertained by some in relation to our own soil.
Those same Jands are now bending under the calls so of-
ten made upon them for wheat 5 and their agricultural
papers are continually asking what is to be done to save
their lands from absolutely running down. The notion
that our soil is capable of exhaustion I believe to be the
most preposterons vne ever indulged.  Itis to suppose what
was never true of amy soil under heaven. It is a law of
nature that every thing subjected to one particular use
shzall wear out; and the soil of the West can never be an
exception.  Observation must have convinced every obser-
ving man are this that wheat will deteriorate the best of
our iands if sowed year after year, on the same ground.
In my own observation I never have seen thr =2 successive
crops raised on the smue ground without a perceptible de-
tertorution.  Observation and science speak with but one
voice.

An importantconstituent of wheatis potash. Without
alkalies in the soil to supply it, wheat will never mature.
It may grow up into a plant, but will never becomes o
grain.  The alkeli must become soluble before it can be-
come useful; and thisisa process which goes on gradually.
At the snme time the amount of alkalies jn any soil is li-

mited. It may be large, but it is limited—and if the al-



