
Li~f* of Dr.'Tohn .Erskine.

It is %velt knowvn that Warburton hada low
opinion of bis cotemporaries. "4Learning," lic
sys, "9is.ia England in a niost deplorable con-
dition,-* * *-the. truth is, there being with
U13 large honours for mnen of learned profeb,ons,
and'nothing for men of 1earning, it i no wvon-
der that mèn bould turn ail theiÉ tudies to
those arte which (te d6tingui:,h thern from
thoèse termcd liberal) we caîl the arts of rising.
Whereas with you> there being littie encour-
agement to the learned professions, lcarned
nie.f are not tempted ofF from letters, which is
the reason why, at this time, every branch of
science fleurisiies better in the nortli than in
tie soùth. For what would a warm sun signi-
fy to 'plants, ' n a country -viere it only nour-
isica weeds ? The most it would do, would
bki but rnaking the plants degenerate into
w vecde." Sornetime after this, Warburton bays
in 1another letter, "I arn pleased too w-ith your
new ch oice." (That of being a preacher.)-
Câ On- another account,-you will now bce at
éis!!re* to digest those just and noble thought
wvhicb ýou have on the most important subject
of antiquity,, and I bcg leaye to urge and press
ý'ou to pursue them. One who can write witi
thàt learning, preci'sien, and force of reason,
with 4býich you confuted Campbiell, ought neyer
to haebis pen out of bis baud. *What

YOU tell. me of your resolution not to wvrite any
mùore oh the subject I se muci recommrnd to
Ypu, gives me real concern ; and will continue
to do so, till ycu give me to understand that
you have something of an important nature,
thougi ofanother kind,.in projection. For you
h7a.v.e talents tu bie of great use, in ibis way in
God's Churci; ana I shall always think'yon
isuse them, if you do -not employ thein in ibis

nýo;e publie method of instruction."
,Dr. Erkidn e was licensed to preaéh the gos-

pèl by the -Presbytery of Dunblane, in 174.-
Hie preached his fiiat sermon ini the. Pariali
Churcli of Torrieburn, of whici he wvas after-
Wards patron. The textfrom whici le preacied
maý be.held as expressive of bis devoted ai-
tacliment to tie work, on wbich lie was nowv

'.It'nay be d oubtedif it holds truc in Scôtiand, that
a nilnister bas. what may be càlled leiiure for other
stidieîs. In -tbat-country, evcry parish rinritler is a
Bishop, 8i requires to dischargo t.he dunes of the
offce-personally. Churcli nde net allowing any curate
or othor delegare.

entering ;-6"For a day inthy Coerts le better
than a thousand; Ihadrather be a doorkeeper ia
the hou!ie of mny God, than tuodwell in the tente
of wickcddness."-Psalm, 84, 10. Though Dr..
Erbsiine* fainily connections ivere suffi cient tu
ensure him respect u~herever ho preached, such,
wvas hb christian -imniphcLty, that lie neyer secem-
cd tO value him self at ail, on niatters of this
sort. Ilc sought to be faithful in bis high cail-
ing,-thc sermon he now preached wvas wholly
of this character, and it drew to hirn the hearts
of ail classes of his hearers,-they loved himn
for the trutb's salke that was in hlm. It appears
that the parishionors of Tulliallan, wvhere one
of lis father's ostates lay, and of which ho wvas
patron, being vacant, petitioned, atong with the
niinisters of the Presbytery, that lie mighit bet
settled àmong them. Dr. Erskine, however,
as weUl ns his father, wvere both averse to it4.
and hie soon afterwvards nccepted the parish of
ICirkintilloch. Hie ivas ordaîned in Mýay,, 1744:,
and è~ ight have been expected, froin, bis
motives inchoosing the ministry.as bis profes-
sion, hie wns difigentin the.diseharge ofali.theý
duties of a,parochialiiiniter,-such ns preach-
ing the word, catec.hising the young, visitiiig
the sicli, and the like. B3ut. here we shall.inr,
troduce ab brif episode, whicli falis in ou way,
in.gi-Ving.n a native of Bs private history.

During the first twvo years of his residence atL
the manse of Kirkintilloch, lie wvas unmarried.
and his bouse wve are told, wvas the resort of the.
companions ofhbis youth. Among these was a
pious student of divinity, Mr. James Hall, souit
of Sir James Hall of Dttngias. Mr. Hall had.
been intended for a mercantile ;life, Put he
abandoneditA to devote himselfto the service. of.
the Churcli of. Christ.. There was an. identitýy
in, their btudies,-their zoal for the interests of
godiliness was bimilar, and:theyappear to -hlave
been otherwi >se mueli attached to ecdi otber.-ý
They liaa met, for.the last turne in.Edinburg',.
and the commotions ofJ 1745 having 1brokenout,
Mr. Hall asked his friend to accompany.hirn on
a .visit to tic celebrated C 'olonelGardiner, ,who,
%vas then residingat Stirling Castie. Dr. Ers-
Imne w'as desirous of proeedingto his-dutios at
Kirkintillocb, and declined going, It appegsr-,
however, lie often spoke of this .with. regre.4. as
tic Colonel shortly afier fell in battle ! The
wvorld is aptly styled a vale of tears,-Mýr. Hall
wvas soon after taken iii and died. H1is sorrow-.
in& friend published a few fragments of his
writingý, witi amiemoir. We.give cfollow-,


