90 ILLUSTRATIONS OF SACRED

bishops, they_thought, might very conveniently re-
present the high-priest, the presbyters the priests,
while the deacons might occupy the place of the Le-
vites. In the controversies which afterwards arose,
the Divine authority, which conferred on the Levites
atenth of fruits, &c., was strenuously urged, in their
own cause by their supposed suceessors,

But if the deacons had succeeded o the Levites, the
former ought to have engrossed the tthes; for what
right bad priests and high-priests, who were otherwise
provided for, to eat up the Levites-portion? Suppose
this should be evaded, and we should be told that, by
some means, all ranks of the Christian ministers had
acquired a right to partake of the tenths,  here they
would seem convicted, and left withowt reply. For, in
the same text of scripture, where God commands the
tenths to be given to the Levites, he also commands
that they shall not possess any land, or real estates,
and that they shall content themselves with the tithes
only. If, therefore, the pecple be obliged by this com-
mand to pay tithes, the Levites are under the sanie
obligation to take no possessions of * ‘inheritance.’’

(To Le continued.)

ILLUSTRATIONS OF SACRED HISTORY AND ANTIQUITY.

Acrremer To Exprore tnr DEAD Sky.—It wasnearly
dark when we reached the top of the mountain, and T
sat down for a moment to take a last look of the Dead
Sea, From this distance its aspect fully justified its
name. I wascalm, motionless, and seemingly deadl :
there was no wave or ripple on its surt}xce, nor was it
hurrying on, like other waters, to pay its tiibute to the
ocean. The moumains around it were also dead ;no
trees or shrubs, not a blade of grass, grew on_their
naked sides; and asin the days of Mouses, “ Brim-
stone and sall, it is not sown, uor beareth, nor any
grass groweth Lhcljeon.’f One thing had especially
attracted my attention, in ascending the mountuin:
on attaining a particular point, we nad a clear view
of the whole sea; and ac the extreme end, wesaw
distinctly what Paul and I both at once called an
island. Mr. Scetzen, one of the earliest odern trav-
ellers who visited this sea, imagined that he had dis-
covered a large island in the sawe direciion; and
though noone believed in iis reaity, 1had then seen
no satisiactory explanation of the appearance. 1 could
not be deceived in what I saw. ‘L'nercenever was any
thing that looked more Like an islano, and Lafierwards
received an explanation, which o me at least was
perfectly salisfactory, It comes from one who ouzht
to know, from the saly man who ever made the (our
of that sea, and lived to tell of it; and, relying upou
the interesting nature of'the subject, [ maie no apulogy
for introdacing it here. When the unhappy Coxl-
gan was tound by the Arabson the shore vt tae Dauc
Sea, the spirit of the enterprising Lrishinan was iast
fleeling away. He lived two days alier he was car-
ried 10 the convent at Jerusalen, bul he never pnce
referred to his unhappy voyage. e had long been a
traveller in_the ast, and long prepating lor this
voyage ; had read every book that treuted of the mys-
terious waters, and was thoroughly prepared witl all
t1e knowledge necessary forexploring itio advaniage.
[ )

* Marpi, De Benet. ¢, xxi

HISTORY AND ANTIQUITY,

Unfortunately for the interests of science, Lie had zl-
waysbeen in the habit of trusting greatly to his memo- .
ry; and, after his death, the missionaries in Jerusalem
found no regular diary or journal, but merely brief
hotes written on the margins of books, so irtezular
and confused, that they could méke nothing of them;
and either from indifference or because they had no
confidence in him, they allowed Costigan’s servant to
2o without asking himn any questions. I took some
pains to trace out this man; and afterwards while
lying at Beyroot, suffering from a malady which ab-
ruply put'an end to my travels in the East, Paul
hunied him out and brought him to me. He was a
little, dried-up Maltese sailor; had rowed rourd that
$ea without knowing why, except that he was paid
forit.  And what he told Ine bore the stamp of truth;
for he did not seem 1o think that he had done any
thing exiraordinary. He knew as little about it as
any man could know, who had heen over the same
waler; and yet, after all, perhaps he knew as much
as any one else could learn. He seemed, however,
to have observed the coast and the soundings with the
eye of a sailor; and I got him to maketme a map,
which his been engaved for this werk, and on which
I marked down the particulars, as I received them
from his lips! The reader will sec Ly it, that they had
completed the whole tour of the lake, They were
eight days ik accomplishing the task, sleeping every
night on shore, except once, when, afraid of some
suspicious Arabs, whom they saw on the mountains,
they slept on board, beyond the reach of gunshot
irom the land. He told me that they had moved in
a zigzag direction, crossing and re-crossing the lake
several limes; that every day they sounded?frequem.
ty with a line of one hundred and seventy five bra-
chia, (about six fect ench ;) that they fonnd the bot-
tom roeky, and of very wnequal depth, sometimes
ranging thirty, forly, eighty, twenty hrachia, all
within a few boats’ length; that sometimes the lead
brought up sand, like that of the mountains on eack
side ; that they failed in finding bottom but once, and’
in_that place there were large bubbles all aroung for
thirty paces, rising probably irom a spring; thatin
one place, they found, on the bank, a hot sulphur
Spriv.:; wu2!, 2t the southern extremity, Mr. Costigan
looked for the river of Dogs, bat did not find it; that
in four different places they found ruins, and could
clearly distinguish large hewn stones, which seemed
to bave been used for buildings ; and in one place
they saw ruins, which Mr. Costigan said were the
ruins of Gomorrah.  Now, I have no doubt that Mr,
Costizan talked with him’ as they went along, and
told bim what he told me; and that Mr. Costigan
had persuaded himself that he did see the roins of a
guilty city. He may have been deceived, and proba-
ply was; bat it mast have been the most intensely
interesting illusion that ever any man had. But of
the island, or what Paul and I had imagined (o be
such :—He said, they too had noticed it particularly :
and when they came 1o the southern extremity of the
lake, found that it was an optical deception, caused
by a tongue of high land, that put out for a long dis-
tance {romn Lie middle of the southeni extremity, -as
in the map; and heing much higher than the valley

eyond it, litercepied the view in the manner we had
bo:h nouced. 'Fnis tongue of land, he said, was
composed of solid sal:, tending to confirm the asser-
ton ol 8.rubo, to which I referred in my journey
ibrough ldumea, that in the great valley south of the
Deud Sea, there were formerly large cities built en-
tively of salt. The reader will take this for what it
15 worth : it is at least new, and it comes from the only
wan living who has explored the lake. He told me
some other particalars: that the boat, when empty,
lloated a palm higher owt of the water than on the




