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ter. ‘They have, through the Presbytery of
Pictou, requested the Rev. Peter M‘Kichan to
come and labour among them, sod the Presby-
tery at its last meeting appointed a committee
to correspond with the Colonial Committee
and also with Mr. M:Kichan on the subject.
His coming would serre to strengthen our
hands very much indecd.

Qur people were never more earnest or more
willing to digcharge their duty than at prescnt,
and perhaps never had wo as & Church more
reason to tbank God and take courage. 1
trust in a very short time we shall be enabled
to frec the Colonial Committee of several of
its grants to the county of Pictou. Ninc new
churches (all very comfortable and some large
and commodious) have been built within the
bounds of this Presbytery within the last few
years in conneXxion with the Church of Scot-
land. These are now almost entirely free of
debt with 1 or 2 exceptions. As soon as the
remaining debt is hquidated, the Presbytery of
Pictou will do its utmost to rehieve the Com-
mittee of some of its grants. We feel as a
Church in this province that Nova Scotia is
particularly indebted to the Church at Home,
and I hope we shall soon be enabled to refund
1 some measure the amount granted by your
Comnmittee to the Missionaries last sent out.

Our people are begiuning to take a more
lively interest in our Schemes generally. The
“Young Men’s Scheme” is in a position to
cnable us to send at least 2 additional students
to onc of the Scottish Universities to study for
the ministry in addition to those at present in
the University of Glasgow. We are cndeav-
ouring to grant supplies to the vacaut congre-
gations from time to time, but owing to the
smallness of our numbers this supply canoot
be great or at least adequate to our wants.
Another Gaclic minister would aid us greatly.
In the meantime, I am, &c.,

Sivox M‘GREGOR.

During last month 4 young men left Pictou

to begin their studies for the holy ministry, 3
for Glasgow, 1 for Canada. The nuwmber of
students from Nova Scotia now pursuing their
studies with a view to entening the Church is,
we belicve, 16; 4 of whom left in the last
Cunard steamer.

A series of letters, written by the Rev. Mr.
Bennet, has been appearing in the Colomal
Presbyteriun, attacking the ministers of our
Church io New Brunswick with all the viru-
lence peculiar to the odwum theologicuin, Of
course the subject is Union, and the animus of
this gentleman's cpisties shows in a rather
siriking light how well ke at least is prepared
for tuking so important & step. Nothing could
have been more courteous or friendiy than the
deliverance of the New Brunswick Synod on
the proposal made to them bythe sister Church,,
while the kind and Christian spirit which per-
vades the letter of Dr. Brooke, the Synod
Clerk, is altogether unexceptionable. But, in-
stead of making these documents the ground-
work of his argument, this letter-writer scizes
upon certain apocryphal speeches, attributed to
members of Synod, which bear on the very face
of them many appearances of crudeness and in-
correctacss in the reporting, which appeared
without the authority or knowledge of the
speakers, and which in fact have no official
existence at all. Disrcgarding all this, Mr.
Beanet attcmpts to make-out o casc after a
fashion, the principal object, it would appear,
being to insult and burt the feelings of two of
the ablest and most highly respected clergy-
men in New Brunswick. We regret that the
columns of a newspaper, which has more than
once gonc out of its way to cumpliment these
gentlemen, and sume at least of their brethren,
should now be thrown open to assail their ju-
dicial character and cven throw out insinua-
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tioas against their candour. What could ex-
ceed the friendly advance of a few monthsago ?
Well may either of them, should they live to
sce the bland aspect again resumed, exclaim
with the old Trojan priest, “ Timeo Danaos et
dona ferentes.” One result will certainly be
that all prospect of Union on any terms has
been indefinitely postponed. So much for
polemical bitterness,

s

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

The Rev. Peter MacViear, Cockenzie, Scot-
land, (the late esteemed Minister of Martin-
town, Glengarry) has been presented by the
Earl of Wemyss to the Church and Parish of
Manor, Presbytery of Peebles, vacant by the
death of the Rev. John Liule.

(Eztract from the Repbrt of the Colomal Com-
matlee of the Church of Scollund.)

BURSARY FUND FOR STUDENTS FROM
THE COLONIES.

1. The importance of securing the services
of 2 native clergy in the Colonies is conspic-
uously obvious ; atany rate it is so to all who
beve had occasion to acquire a practical
knowledge of the subject, and the assertion
of it may be vindicated by a two-fold argu-
ment.

A minister from Home certainly does not,
when he enters upon the duties of a Colonial
appointment, iabour under the serious disad-
vuntage of having a forcign language to learn
before he can commence his work. But then
in his case, aud with & reference to the special
obiect of his intercourse with his charge, much
cise besides & mutually understood speech is
requisite.  His flock, with the very partial ex-
ception of fresh immigrants, will necessarily
consist of families, the members of which have
been born, educated and trained under condi-
tions and to babits both of thought and of ac-
tiop with which be is wholly unfamiliar. In
order thercfore to be really useful, he must be-
gin by divesting himself of much that, in his
Otd World hife, had entwined itself with all his
associations,—much no doubt that had gro vn
dear and almost indispensable to hiwn; 2nd ae
must go on to acquire, what is often of slower
and more difficult acquisition than a new lan-
guage, o practical acquaintance with the minda
and hearts of men, as thesc develop themselves
under relations by him previously unknown.
A forest babitation or s home in onc of those
uew towns which spring-up like musbrooms,
with a sparse society, or umong & mobile, rest-
less, adventurous population, remote from li-
Yrarics and from people who love books—
cvery thing, from human manters and customs
down to the music of the birds and the forms
of tho vegetable world, foreign and strange,—
why, thus situated, he might as well, so far as
any real companionship is concerned, beliving
in tac parched plams of Hindustan or among
the swamps of Africa. If he have not o new
language, he has certainly a new life 1o
learn.

Many of our minicters and missionaries, havo
been nble to accommodate themselves with a
remarkable facility to thespecial circumstances
and relations in which they came to be placed.
But it has been everywhere manifest, as was to
be reasonably anticipated, that even the high-
cst principle and sclf-devotement without &
peculiar and distinctive, perhaps a congenstal,
fiexibility will not ordinanly secure so happy
a result. And accordingly the most gified
and carncst ministers have many times failed
in the Colomial ficld, simply because they con-
unned to be Buropean or British, perhaps cven
rigidly Scotch, 1nstead of becoming Colonists
in thought, feeling and habit.

Yet what 1s wanted assuredly is, not men
who will perpetnally feel themselves to be out
of their sphere, bewildered and unanswering as
they gaze on a region of scenery and activities
which are not theirs, but men who can enter
into what is going on about them; who can
interpret the clouds and the scasons, and, in
the industry which depends on them. who
can comprehend the domestic economy and
life-progress, sympathize with the trisls, un-
derstand the locsl allusions, appreciate the
gestures and silent looks, and see¢ into the very
hearts of the people.  For all this, or c¢ven for
any available portion of it, a native clergy,
trained in the midst of what they need so
thoroughly to know, is manifestly indispen-
sable.

And moreover there isa second argument
which leads to the same conclusion. An emi-
grant clergy from Scotland, like most other
classes which emigrate thence,continue to have
their hearts turned backward and homeward—
an attitude which for them is eminently par-
alyzing. It not only prevents them from do-
ing their work with their entire strength; it
cven prevents them from ecarnestly trying to
learn how to do it. With hands, it may be, at
the plough, their thoughts are among the
heather ; and, instead of their Master’s vine-
yard, they would fain be ploughing the 9cean
on their way to their pative hilis. Beyond the
somewhat dreary prospect of a few years' work
in the Colonies, and, as it were, in the back-
ground beckoning their return, they are apt to
coatemplate a quiet Scotch manse with. it may
be, some dearly-loved adornments. Yet no
kind of human employments more imperatively
demands that a whole soul should be in it than
the employment of the minister, let bis ficld of
exertion, be whercever it may.  We here, so far
from blaming, canpot reasonably be even sur-
prised at the weasy home-longiags of Colonial
ministers who have emigrated; but, however
natural it may be, tins sentiment is clearly dis-
abling one, under whose operation at least the*
best balf of any man's strength must be ab-
sorbed and wasted.

For these reasons a native clergy, familiar
from infancy with the local peculiarities, des
termined to spend and be spent among their
own people, and to whom the field of labour
iz in the truest sense the proper earthly home,
must be contemplated as not only desirable
but as absolutely cssential fur the Christian
edification and comfort of our Colonial popu-
lation.

2. This line of reasoning however, supposing
it to be demonstrative, by no menrns conducts
us to the conclusion at which we aim. The
cxigency, so far as we have explored it, might
be completely met by a professional cducation
in the Colonies themselves or clsewhero
aliroad; and the project of a Bursary Fund for
Colonial students would be merely fantastic.
But there is another side of the question, and
one which in its turn deserves to be well con-
sidercd.

Be it that the propagation of the holy Gospel
simply and irrespectively of all ccclesiastical
distinctions should prescribe the scope as well
as inspire the motive of missionary cffort
everywhere, still in the actual state of the re-
ligious world this truth is hikely to linger long
where it now is—among barren sentunents or
cven mere ahstractions.  The boldest aspira-
tions of charity will be uitimately fulfilled ;
but meanwhile, if we fcel ourselves to be justi-
fied in our separation from otber Christian so-
cictics at all, when we are shut up to the diffu-
sion by every competent method of our own
creed and of our own forms of worship.
In the Colonics accordingly and among our
crugrant countrymen we desae to see the
Church of Scotland reproduced in all her in-



