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some new artieles of dress, he ealled
her, anl, after a severe rebuke, com-
manded her to go and leave this super-
fluous article in the middle of the street.
The good Mary went instantly and
obéyed the command, and then return-
ed to speak to him: wherenpon, he

forbade her to go to comaunion that 3
not such a course best suit MY 1gn@rane
. and rusticity 2 -

day, becanse of her prile, as he terined
it.  To this second trini she submiltted
without a muru:ur.

ne——
of benefitting others. Newerthele
she andertcok his defence, and said
would be unjuct to blame Father B
thasar—¢ He has 1ot absolutely co
manded me not to veceive ormpay -

“si.s,” said she to those ladies, ¢

only advised ine to be r10re solifary ai
reti,cd—and is he not smght?  Woulk

. . . Ty l
Notwithstanding such unjrmited obe:

The wise dircetor taok ecare that seif | dience, the Father beeame 1ot  wore

love might not find wherewith to feed
ftself in tuese occasions; for be por-
suaded his penitent that huiiliations
were particularly necessary for her,and
aot so much for trials of virtue, bui as
means {o cure her pride.  He but too

well knew that mary would bear to be !

mortified well cncvgh, so that their
vani.y was flattered Ly the hope that it
was only {o try them ipstead of to cuie
them.

Being grouily annoved by nocturnat

fears, she got a tittle girl to sleep in her |

reom ; bul the father baving reproach-
ed her with thus showing a want of con-
fidence in God, her Protector, she im-
mediately dismissed the little onzc. The
pious visits of which we above speke,did
not entireiy meet his approbation, and
he recommended Mary 1o keep hor re-
treat more closcly, She obeyed in-
stantiy (a single word sutficed for her)
and absolutely {urbade herself all such
entertainments, thovgh good in them-
selves, and productive of the cpiritual
advancement of others.  Those persons
complained bitterly of the man of God,
and accused him of extreme sovarity.
To a soul less humble than Mary, these
murmurs would furnish a specious pre-
~text to threw of the yoke of holy obe-
dience ; besides she had great zeal and
, ¢harity, and strong fears of not employ-
«#ig the talent which-God had given her

i:‘udulgent; whether it was that Mary
» might not contract for him too grsat an
[attachment, v for other reasons, he

'sometimes obliged her to confess ia

other clergymen ; in which he.no doubt
eviseced gieat prudence, as the con
trary practice is subject to many. incon;
veniences. The best founded confi-
dence may be entirely lost or [essened:
for a time, and though it were only inj
one.point, would it not be a great {olly
' to expose one’s self to tormenting ans
{xicty in such an important matter a
ithat of confession? Henee, in -ordes
1iC prevent abuses, and, perhaps, saeri
,lege,it is someliuies advisable not'to b
{bound to one confessor, (not that wi
“gpnrove of the conduet of these wh
;are coniinually changing directors|
[ which is another abuse). Such w
| Father Baithiaser’s rule; and though
| Mary Diaz wished there might be a1
{exception in her case, through’ the de’
Isire of inercasing her merits, ando
discharging his own duty, be would
nol depart therefrom. -
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Another time he forbade her to 2
proach the holy coiumunion (and h
desire of it was very great, uniil h
next time she made lier confession t
him. The following.day she went ea
Iy to the confessional, ‘that 'slie anig
not be disappoinjed. = Several other

came aftét, to'wholn, 68ntrary s sis



