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THE MARITIME

A poor child, straying into a Sabbath
School one day, asked simply : ‘‘Is this
the way to heaven?" The superintend-
ent was for a moment startled.  Was the
achool indecd the way to heaven? Was
he trying to make it 8g0o? Wero his teach-
ers intent on the same object 7 The art-
less question struck home. From desk
to class the question went round with a
thiill. What were  they all doing?
Whither were they all tending ® The
question was like an ungel sudderly come
into their nidst to make a record of all
that tran: piced in that ~chool. )

Is this the way?" The question
might profitably be asked in many a re-
ligious civcle ; not only in the N:bbath
School, but in the prayer-mecting, in the
place of public worskip. in the sociable,
the bazasr, tho sviree, and all the different

laces where Ciiristian peoplc ave assem-
Eled, the question is most appropriate—
s this the way ?" Isit the way of
blesaing, the way of life, the wry of peace,
the way of salvation? Is it the way .0
win the favour of God, nnd to secure the
confidence of men? Is it the way to
makesmen helieve that religionis a reality
and the world an empty show ? or are
men sometimes convinced by the conduct
of those who profess godliness, that re-
Lgion is the form, and worldliness the
reality ?

ANNUAL REPORT QF THE SUPPLE.
MENTING COMMITTEE OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN CANADA.

EASTERN SECTION.

Your Committee on Supplements, when
submitting their report to the General
Assembly last year, indicated the steps
which bad been taken at that time, with
a view of introducing the operation of
the General Asscinbly’s Supplementing
Scheme in the Eastern Section of the
Chureh. They stated that Presbyteries
had been requested to unite in a jearty
effort to carry out the scheme of the
General Assembly and raise $750.00, with
a manse for every settled pastor. The
hope was expressed that if such an ef-
fort were universally made it would re-
eult in the attairment for the first year
of a minimum of $600 00 and a manse,
with something at least additioral from
the Surplus Fuud; and it was reported
that in response to this request the Pres-
byteries had manifested a willingness to
make carly etforts, so as to approximi-
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ISTHIS THE WAY TO HEAVEN. ‘ mate if not to reach the point at which
| the General Assembly was aiming.

These guarded statements show that
your Committee at that date were not
| sanguine of complete success, In view
! of the facts with which they found them-
| gelves confrouted, the General Assembly
! will not be surprised at their caution.

i A careful exawmination of the statistics
l had revealed that, of the 180 cougrega-
} tions withim the bounds of the Synod of

the Maritime [rovinees, only ahout 60,

orone third of the whole number, were
| at or ahove the minimum of §730.00 with

a manse : that of the 95 others for which
! statistics were available about 35 were
. contributing between F750.00 and $600.-
00 3 28 between £600V.00 and 3500 00 ¢ 11
between %500.00 and $400.00 3 and no
" fewer than 21, $£400.00 and  urder ; and
i that the average contribution fue minis-
! teaial <upport” of the 93 congregaiions
just specified was Jegs than $040.00 per
ammn,

It was discovered further that besides
the half dozen organized congregations
which were receiving grants from tne H.
M. Fund there were § or 10 which had
not fultilled the fir:t coudition imposed
by the Assembly in order to entitle them.
to a place upon the list of Supplemented
congregations viz., the payment from
their owu resources of $400.00 and a
manse, and that 42 congregations did not
fultil the second condition requiring an
average contributiou of $4 50 per commu-
nicant.

On the other hand your committee
fouud that there were no fewer than 34
of these congregations which by fuiilling
all the required conditions, would be
raised to $750 OV and a manse by their
own efforts, ata clear gain from this
source, alone and without drawing any
thing from the General Fund of from
$3000.00 to $4000.00.

Further, they estimated that on the as-
sum{:tions that all the congregations
would qualify for receiving aid by the
fulfilment of the conditions of the As.
sembly’s scheme, that none of the con-
fregations which had already more than

ultilled these conditions would fall back,
and that some of them would make a
moderate advance, they would require
about $5000.00 to level up all salaries
to $600.00 with a manse, and nearly
$7000.00 more to make them $750.00 and
a manse ; in other words that the con-
gregations in the Eastern Section of the
church would require to raise $12,000.00
for stpplementing purposes about three
times as niuch as they hsd been do-
ing, and that ae nearly as could be judged




