INTERESTING STATISTICS.

A.bulletin fssued rocently by the On.
tarlo department of agriculture, ives
some Interesting statistics abous that
province. The municlpal debt of the
provinee s sald to be $58,577,000. That
fg tho bonded debt. Including the
ficating dobt it I8 over 360,000,000,

Tho municipal revenue of the province
for tho last year reported was $29,.
776,808 and expenditure, $28,135,014.
Munlclpal assots, $68,362,000.

Tho province has 615,524 horses, 2,.
318,855 cattle; 1,772,604 shoop; 1,971,
070 hogs, and 9,344,024 poultry.

Wages of farm help, by tho year, with
board, averaged $150 and without
board $243. By tho mouth, $13.40 and
$24.98. respectively.  Domestic sorv.
ante, $6.19 per month.

Population, 1898, 2,001,350, of which
1.3.10.894 is rural, 314,520 live in
towns, 184,744 in villages and 4:310,48%
in citles. There are 13_citles, 100
towns and 186 villages.

Totul assessed valuo is $E0Y,184,833.
Revenuo from direct municipal taxa.
tion, $12,222,966, or aqual o $6.10 per
head of the total population, aud 15.11
miila on the dollar, of the total assess.
ment. 'The bonded debt s $26.91 por
head, compared with $16.37 ton or
twelvo yeare ago, sines which suno
thece bas been a stcady Iucrease eanh
year. ' .

Chattel mortgages amount o $12,.
282,217, which s a decrcaso of avovut
one million from the provious yeuar. The
faymers appoar to be the best off n
this respect, as their share of chattel
mortgage debt is only §8,580,497.

The average farm rental vaiue, on
the total nereage,was $1.76 or $2.50 on
cleared land only. ‘Tho rental valuo ie
equal ‘o 4.27 per cont of ihe value
of land and buildings of leased farms.

The average value of farm land oc.
cupled 18 $28.78 per acre, with-
out: Tulldings. Valuo of farm
bulldings, $8.98 per acre. There was
a heavy shrinkage in tho value of {faim
lands {or a numbor of years, the value
of 1and, without buildings, having been
$30.668 in 1883. The value of farm
buildings., however, has steadlly in-
creased. The total value of all faim
vreperty, Jands, bulldings and chattels,
is piaced at. $928,022,420.

In 189K there wore 282 creamories,
compared with 74 in 1848, since which
dato there has been a sharp increase
every year. - ..

Notwithstanding tho enormous de-
velopment of the cheese Industry in On.
tarjo, .the number of cheese factories
continuos to Increase, being 1,187 in
1898, or a gain of 28 over the previous
year. The choese and butter factories
patd over $9,700,000 for milK in 1898,

About $1,000,000 Is invested In bees.

Tho value of live atock sold for the
year 1898 was $34,450,588.

Tho wool clip for 1898 wag 5304,

686 pounds, valued at $847,378,

THE COMMERCIAL

Tho totnl cleared land awsscssed is
12,998,614 acres; wood land, 7,108,905
aerey; marsh Jand, 3,200,066, Arca in
tleld crop, 8,835,272 acres; pasture.
2,708,043 acres; gardens, orchards, ete.,
245,538 acres.

Brandon Board of Trade.

At tho last meeting of this board a
letter from Reeve Sergent, of Daly,
was read, asking Brandon to tuke the
inltintive In  getting tho different
municipalities to unite In wiging upon
tho government the necessity of com
pleting the rallway  westward fromr
Portaye la Praivie, Thoe above was ac.
cepted and tho followlng motion mov
ed by Messrs. "Wilson  and Coldwell
was cartled: “That the Brandon
voard ol trado approves of tho nropuosi:
tion made by the rceve of Daly, to

*secure tlie co.operation of the dif

ferent municipalities bevefited by the
proposed railway exteunsion, aud that
tho sceretary be fnstructed to send to
tho sccrotaries ol eacd of the mouul. .
palities affccted, a copy of Reove Ser-
gent's letter, and to request that dele.
gatos be appointed to mcet at Bran.
don on ¥ebruary &, to consider the
matter and take steps-to bring 1t be.
foro the proper aunthorities.”

The question of the evening's busi.
ness was the discrimination agaiust
Brandon in distributing freight rates
and tie [following rosolutiou was
passed &

Movad by Dr. McIunis, M. P. D, sec.
onded by W. Zink:

“rehat whereas Presldent Shaugh-
nesev of the Canadian Pacilic Rallway
Company is reported to have stated in
a publie speech recently at  Vancou.
ver, B. C,, as follows: "he duty of
o tathway company is to provide =pec.
ial fncilities, reasonablo rates — rates
established  upon somo  reasonablo
basls—and having dono that, the cail.
way company has performed its whole
duty. An attempt to determine zov.
vitory, to [ix tiie geoxraphical limits
within, which a certain city shall Jis.
trihute its trade or shall Consider a
portion of ity territory would he u
most dangerous thing for auy railway
company.

“It is resolved that this board cn.
tirciy concurs in the statement of
above speech and would add that such
actiot by a railway company would
algo br a most daugerous aud detri.
mental thing for the city involved.

“That the city of Brandon is being
Hmited in its trade, and In the terri.
tory properly tributary to it, by the
unfair and unjust action of the rajl.
way company, on account of the dis-
crimmating rates on outgoing frelght
allowed in favor of Winnipeg., That
the growth and advancement of the
city and ite people is belng kept back
and most seriously hindered by this
same action. That this city is en.
titled to British iair play, in all mat.
ters respecting its trade and that the
question be agitated, until justice is
done n the premises,

“It is moved by A. D. Rankin and
seconaed by D. A. Reesor that where.
ag the city of Brandon is situated in
the centre of a great grain growing
and stock raising country of Manitoba
and has reasonable access to thesame,
angd s desirous of dolng wholesale and
jobbing trade, and thereby extending
Its usefuluess and advancing the in.
terests of the people: _

“And whereas the Jdistributing
frelgght rates upon merchandise out
from Brandon are such that our mer.
chants can not compete upon even
footing with Winnipeg and arethere.
by precluded from dolng -the trade and
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business thati tho sttuation of the city
warrants, and whereas up to a short
time ago, the gquestion of. incoming
frelgit rates wns upon a similar wu.
fair basls but upon the representu-
tion of this board, these have been ad-
justed ana placed upon an equal foot-
ing witle other places, and  whoreas
there s no just reason why advan-
tagcous freight-rates should be given
to one distributing centre more than
another, therefore this board resolves
that its efforts be continued by every
fa'r and legitlmate means to bring
pressure upon the rallways, to grant
the city of Brandon the same freight
rates for distributing goods that they
Jo to Winuipeg.”

Moved by Co.a - ! and Warner:

*“That whercas great ald and sub-
glifes have been granted to the C. P.
igilway company aud tho N. P,
raiiway comwpany, and whereas the
sald companies should treat ali people
amd communities dolng busiiess with
them upon fair and equal footing ana
should not discriminate in  favor of
one ~~~*1st another. And whereas the
eald  snpanies without Jjust cuuse,

o dlscriminate most  unfaicly agalunst
the city of Dramdon in respect par-
ticularly to outzoing freight rates
and Qeclined, without giving reasous
for so doing to remove such diserim-
inntion. Therefore Le st resvived thad
this board call vpon our wmembers of
pariiament in tothh the Dominion and
provincial logislugures to see that no
further concesslons or privileges of
any kind to be given to those railway
companles until such unfair -liscrim.
fnatior is removed and Brandon placed
upon equal footing with other places
tu al! freight watters.”

Oun motion of Mcssrs. MeMillan and
Dr. McDiarmid, 1t was rasolved that
the ralpvay companies be requested
to reduce the pussenger rates to 3
cente within the province, and that
the ratlway commiitice of  the privy
counct! bhe requested to urge apon the
railway companics to grant this rate.

By MclMillan: ‘I'hat Fraser, Wilsou
aml Celdweli be a committee todraft
. petition to be signed and seat to
Otwawa in reference to rallway mat-
ters such as through rates, charters
and ratlway commissions.

iu regard td an amendment to the
municipal acts, the lollowing wotlon
was passed by Fraser aad McMillan :

“That a committee of  tils  toard
compesed 0! Tresident Machoffis, Sec-
revary Cusnplell sud Ziak, Haubury,
Smith, Cameron and the movers e
appointed to neet tae city counamt “to
arrangs for such amendments o the
muticipal and assessment acts at the
next sesslon of tie Manitoba tegisla-
ture a5 may e thought advisable in
the interest of the city.”

At the alove re-olutious were car-
ried upanhously.

Nteveston Submerged.

Yancouver, Jan. 8~The dyko which
protects the farm lands of the Fraser
river valley alout twenty miles from
the Gull ol Geougla, broke this nitdér-
noon and as a result a district over
100 miles in circumference s under
water Steveston, near which the
mujority of caunerics are iocated, has
over three fcet of water entlraly cov-
ering the streets. The principal dam-
age consists of the plece of dyke that
was swept away. Some icose scctioiis
of sicewalk are floating around Steves-
ton and it will be a weck beforo the
dawage can be repalred. During that
thne residents of Steveston will have
to live In the second stories of their
houses and do thelr shopping from
1oats. .



