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THE COMMEBERQCOIAX,.

Railway Construction In 1884

The Railway age says: ** With overy fin-
ancial intorest in the couniry depressed by
the scquonce of the great panic of 1898, un-
sottled Ly radically noew legislation, excited
by a political revolution, and frightened by
labor troubles culminating in the Debs insur-
yoction, the year 1891 has been oxtra-
ordinarily unfavorable to the progress of now
railway cnterprises, and it would hardly
have scemed surprising if the work of con-

struction had been totally suspended. In

face of all tho diflicultics, therofore, it is en-
couraging to find that nearly two thousand
miles of now track have been laid in the Uni-
ted States during the year now closing, while
grading and preliminary work have beon done
on a considerable additional mileago. In 81 of
tho 48 states and territories track has gone
down on 153 lines to an aggreg.te, according
to our latest returns, of 1,919 miles. and it is
possible that & very few miles more may be
reportad it our detailed statement o littlo lat-
er. Although this total isconsiderably laxger
than seomed likely to be reached when the
ond of the first six months, in the midst of
the anarchy of the groat strike, showed only
$25 miles laid. still it is small in comparison
with tho provious record of thecountry. The
new mileage of 1894 is less thanin any other
one of the last twenty years, and it is the
least in the last thirty years, with the excep-
tions of 1875, 1856 and 1865, In the last five
years, including tho prosent, the falling of in
construction has teen steady and marked, the
new mileage for those ¥ *a18 being as follows:
189), 5,670 miles; 189t 4 282 miles; 1892,
4,178 miles; 1893, 2,635 miles; 1891, 1,919
miles. The period of decline which followed
the culmination of 1887, when nearly 18,000
miles were built, has been longer than theother
periods of reaction in the history of the
couatry, but all signs indicate that the bot-
tom has been reached snd that a revival of
railway building has commenced.

* The following table shows how the work
of adding new mileago was distributed durinﬁ
the last year among the verious ststes an
torritories:

TRACK LAID IN THE YEAR 1894,

State Liues. Miles,
AlBAMA seaee ceesns arieen 6 14 60
ATIZOWR coss vavsoane 4 193 49
Arka«8as ... b 3475
Californla. 2 82.20
Cotorado, 3 65,35
Florida ... (] 85,93
Grorgia .ceoaeee e 3 80.90
1NENoIS. coversesiaone cuenns 8 147.790
Ludiana ...... L. .. 3 {820
Kars 8... 2 3.30
Lufstara . 7 01.00
Mae.ceeen. 4 111,70
Massachusetts . . . 1 400
Mirhigan ........ [] 112.60
Ml nesotn ... (] 89.12
Miadissippl .. 3 2000
Mls«our? . 5 69.20
Montana ..., . . 1 10117
New Humpshire...ec.. . .. 1 7.60
New Jerrey  corvecens 3 83.13
New Mexieo ... ceeen - o0 1 76.20
New York . ..... 5 40.33
North Carolina . 2 3.50

hio . e eeen. l‘i 9?70‘;
Oregon . .. .
Pcn;ﬁsylvanh C e eeans 28 128.87
South Cawolina .. . 3 53 90
Tennesgsce . 2 14.00
Texas ... 7 87 60
Utah . 2 19 00
Viegthiaee.. .o . .. 1 £.00
Wedt Virginia . 7 49.065
W sconsn .. 4 $6.43
Wyoming 1 20.80

Tota's, 34 states
and territorics, 163 1,019.13
“In addition we have returns of about 4¢0
miles of track laid in territory adjoining the
United States, as follows: In Canada. on 14
lines, 822,65 miles; in Mexico, on 8 lines,
74.9; added to the total for our own count>y
this shows 2,316 miles of track laid on the
North American continent during the year.

“It will bo scen that 14 of the states and
torritories are missing from the table, having
made no additions to their mileago. These
aro Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky. Indian coun-
try. Iowa, Nebrasta, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Washington, Novada and Idaho,
Oregon bnm\ir escapes omission by adding}}ess
than two miles, and Massachusetts, Now
Hampshire, North Carolina and Virginia
kept in by building from 8 to 7 miles
cach. In number of ﬁnes as well as mil
tho falling off is notahle. the numnbor-of new
roads in 1891 being 168, against 241 in 1893
and 829 in 1892, Short extensions and
branches rathor than long trunk lines con-
tinue to be tho characteristic, the avera
lengthof allthoroads built thisyearbeingonly
12.6 miles, which, hov sver, is ahout 2 miles
groater than in the provious year, Pennsyl-
vania continues to build a remarkable number
of short lines, the number in 1891 being 28,
giving an averago longth of only about 4 mites
each, Bat it i3 probable that evory one of
theso little roads or extensions is more neces-
sary and will be more profitable than some of
the lines of many times their length rushed
down during the days of reckless parallel-rail-
way building.

“In respect to total new mileage, it is
rather surprising to find that Arizoua leads,
having added 193 miles on four lines, with
work still in piogress, an evidence that the
many natural resources of this young terri-
tory, in climate, minerals, timber and fruit-
growing under irrigation, are attracting
capitad for ita development. Illinois comes
second, with 148 miles on eight lines, and the

| othor states adding moro than 100 miles this

year are, in their order, Pennsylvania,
Michigan, Maine and New Moxico. These
six furnish nearly 40 per cent of the entiro
new mileage.

Considered by geographical groups we find
the mileage distributed as follows:

“In the six New England states 128 miles,
built in threo states, Maine, Now Hampshire,
Massachusetts.

*In the five middle Atlantic states 202
miles, contributed by New York. New Jersoy
and Penusylvania,

“In the five central northern states 447
miles, all contributing—Ohio, Michigan, Indi-
ana. Illinois, Wisconsin.

tIn the six south Atlantic states 231 imiles,
sll ropresented—Virginia, West Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina. Georgia and
Florida. "

¢In the five gulf and Mississippi river states
140 miles, by Tennesses, Alabama, Mississ-
ippi and Louisiana,

“In the seven southwestern states 822 miles,
by Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, Texas, Color-
ado, New Mexico,

“In the northwestern group of saven 181
miles, by Minnesota, Wyoming, Montana,

In tho seven states and territories forming
the great Pacific group 246 miles, by Califor-
nia, Oregon, Arizona and Utah.

“The populous heart of the country, com-
posed of the five central northern states,
already having & greater mileage than any
other group, leads by the addition of nearly
450 miles, thus illustrating tho fact, of which
Illinois, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York and
other %mat railway states are also evidence,
that there is still room for more railways even
in the regions that scem to be best supplied.

“The steam railways of the United States
now aggregate in length' no less than 179,672

miles. Ot this mileage 54,800 miles were ad-:

ded in the last ten yeais, an average of 5,430
miles cach year. If the next five years show
an average of a little over 4,0u0 miles of new
road per year—and the promising enterprises
already on foot aggregate far more than
20.000 miles—the opening of the year of our
Lord 2,000 (sic) will ses in this still unde-
veloped country of magnificent proportions
200,000 miles of railway in operation for the

transportation of passengom and froight, not
counting the vast and rapidly increasing
mileago of light roads, electrical and others,
which will share with the steam railways
in short distance passenger travel."’

Pay As You 0o,

Among tho encouraging movements cf the
tiries must bo included tho effort to establish
tho system of selling groceries for cash, says
Ponnsglvania Grocer. It is gaining head-
way, and promiras to bo generally adopted at
no distant time. Scores of our country stores
are adopting the system as fast as passible,

‘Tho credit system is a rolic of early days
when the country was spaveely settled and
money scarce. Farmers paid once a year
when they sold their crops. It isunneceseary
to say that they paid well for the privilege
of running long-time bills. Doalers mad.
money by the operation,

But times have changed. Farmers have
ready markets and can sell their produco fin
cash whenever they wish. Wage-workers in
the cities aro paid at short intervals, the
majority of them weekly. There is no longer
an excuse for running bills, Occasionn%ly
it may bo necessary to obtain credit, as in
case of sickness; but as a rule the necessity
is more imaginarv than real.

The working man should pa.f cash as he
goes as a matter of economy. It would save
many dollars in the course of the year. He
avoids many unnecessary expenditures, for he
would be apt to think twice before pariing
with hard cash for something he could dy
without. Besides, by pa.{n'ng a8 ho went, he
could buy where he could do the best.

All things considered, the cash system is
more advantageous to the buyer than the
geller. He could buy cheaper because the
dealer would not bo compelled to make good
customers pay for the delinquencics of others,
Its general introdu-tion will mark a forward
step in the conduct of business,

Pork Packing ;znd Provisions.

A decided decrease in packing operations
has occurred the past week, tho total for
western points boing 225,000 hogs. compared
with 890,000 the preceding week, 225,000 for
corrcspondini time last year, and 240,000 two
yeors 8% ‘rom November 1 the total is
38,890,000 hogs, againsc 2.455,000 a year ago~
an increase of 1,435,000. There has been
some improvement in prices of hogs, the gen-
cral average for prominent markets at the
close being about 10 cents per 102 pounds
higher than a week ago. 'With regard to the
outlook, there is & conflict of views, but the
indications seem to justify a tendency to re-
duction in supplies.

In the provision trade the holiday peried
has been one of dulness in distributian of pre-
duet, but matters avo evidetly shaping
better, especially with reference to the domes
tic trade. The question of values will likely
depend on future developments with reference
to supplies of hogs, If the manufacture of
product should be reduced toahy considerable
extent, and prices of hogs stimulated. it
would bo natural to look for improving prices
of product. There are some evidences of in.
creasing speculative interest in provisions,
although tho volume of such transactions hes
not been atly increased yet. Prices of
leading articles at Chicago have not changed
widely during the week, and close at about
the same position as a weck ago.—Cincinnati
Pricoe Current, Jan, 8.

Mrs, Carr’s photo, gallery, Winnipeg, had
8 narrow escape from destruction by fir
recently, Damage to the extent of $100 was
done to the goods.




