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THE COMMERCILAIL.

MANITOBA CROP PROSPEOIS.

The heavy rain of last week, lasting for three
days, has boen of iucstimablo value to the
country, Though the fall of snow was remark-
ably heavy last winter, it did not leave as
much water as was oxpected, as the ground was
so very dry last fall that the moisture from the
melting snow was readily absorbed and soon
disappeared. Complaints were already coming
from some aections that the ground was dry.
Last week’s rain would give the land a thorough
soaking and vastly improve the crop prospects.
No further complaints of dry soil will be heard
for some time at least. A large arca bad been
sown previous to the rain, in some sections the
farmers having been nearly through with their
wheat seeding. The rain would pack the soil
over tho seed, and there will not now be any
danger from wind storms, which sometimes do
great damage when the soil is very dry, by
blowing the loose earth from the fields after the
grain has been sown. The rain would also
moisten up the soil and improve the conditions
for spring plowing for late crops.

The rain extended all over darnitoba and into
the Territories, so that all districts have re-
ceived full benefit from it. The soil is now in
better condition so far as moisture is concerned,
than it has been for years, and to tbis extent
the outlook is favorable. From all over the
country the reports state that the area sown to
crop is being increased this year. With the
favorable conditions now existing, farmers will
no doubt put in just as much crop this year as
they are capable of handling.

NEW FREIGHT TARIFF.

A new freight tariff from points iu Eastern
Canada to Manitoba has been adopted, and
will come into force on the opening of naviga.
tion. The new tariff is for goods shipped by
the lake route, and will apply to shipments

” either via Port Arthur and the Canadian Pacific,
or via Duluth and the Nortbern Pacific or the
Great Northern railways. Pollowing is a
comparison of the old with the new rates,
showing the reduction in the different classes of
freight :—

1889. 1890,

Class of Freight. Rate. Rate. Reduced
No.Loeecevniinaeat. 1.66 $1.43 .23
No.2.... vivvinnnnns 142 1.23 .19
No. 3....... D, 118  1.03 .15

[ T 97 .87 .10
No.Sovvvnininiennnns .82 72 .10
No.Gevevvevnnannnnns g2 .70 .02
No. 7 cevnnnnnn ceeaen .55 55 -
No. 8..... ceserneanne 55 .55 —
No. 10............en. 47 47 -

The above rates is per 100 pounds, and ap-
plies to goods shipped from the East to Win.
nipeg only. To points west of Winnipeg the
rates will be the same as last year. A special
rate upon settlers’ effects is given, the rate
from the cast to Winnipeg, being $91 per car,
or 91 cents per 100 pounds in less than car
loads. The special tariff on implements,
wagons, machinery, etc., shows a reduction
from 85 to 75 cents per 100 pounds. The tariff
on stoves is reduced from $1.19 to 953c. Coal
oil is reduced from 94 cents to 86} cents, and
packing house products from 94 to 85 cents per
100 pounds.

These freight reductions are of a very im.

portunt naturo, especially to the Winnipeg
wholesale trade, and will be a great saviog to
tho people of Manitoba. The reductions this
year, whon added to the reductions made in the
tariff a year ago, ave still more important, Tho
followiog figures shows the reductions i the
new tariff as compared with the rates of iwo
years ago :—
1

Tarif 1 2 3 4 65 6 7 8 10
1888, 1.82 155 1.27 .99 .87 .72 .65 .66 .40
(il

Taif 1 2 3 4 6 6 7 8 10
1890. 1.43 1.23 1.03 .87 .72 .70 .55 .65 .47
Savinge—m —+ —— — — — — —

100bs, .39 .32 .24 .42.15 02 — .01 .02

Store goods, such as dry goods, clothing,
boots and shoes, hats and caps, stationery, gro-
ceries, etc., are shipped under the first two or
three classes, in which the greatest reductions
have been made. Heavy hardware and metals,
heavy groceries, etc,, come largely under the
fifth class, on which the reduction is 15 cents
per 100 pounds, Whatever may have led to
these reduced rates, the people have every
reason to be pleased with the facts as they
stand. Another importaut poiatis indicated
by tho new freight rates, and that is, that the
railway companies are beginning to recognize
the importance of Winnipeg as a wholesale
centre, and are preparing to extend the same
treatment to this city that is accorded to com-
mercial cantres elsewhere.

THE EIGHT HOUR STRUGGLE,

The great struggle for au eight hour day has
commenced in the United States. The labor
organizations are going about this matter ap-
parently in a very cool ani systematic manner.
They first decided in conveation that the work-
ing day should be reduced to eight hours.
Notice was then given some moaths ago, that
on the first day of May, 1890, the eight hour
day would be adopted as a limit cf the day’s
work. This of course means that if ¢mployers
do not coucede the demand, strikes will follow.
The American Federation of Labor, an organ-
ization which estimates its membership at 630,-
000, is taking the lead in the movement.

It has been decided by organized labor, that
the carpenters and joiners shall make the first
cffort to gain the end desired. All other trades
are to refrain from atriking, if their domandsare
not granted. The carpenters, however, are to
strike on the first of May, and the other trades-
mea are to stand by and give what assistaoce
they can in the direction of moral and financial
support. The Federation of Labor has pledged
its support to the fullest extent to the car-
penters in the great stiuggle. If the carpen-
ters succeed other trades will follow in time.

In anticipation of the gencral strike on May
Ist, several strikes have already occurred,
owing to & movement on the part of employers
to lock out the workmen and bring about a

state of disorganization in their ranks, by’

forcing the strike before the day appointed.
The lockout of carpenters has existed at
Chicago for some timo, and riots have occurzed
between union and non-union men, in cases
where the ‘latter have been employed. At

Indianapolis it is reported that the strikers.
have already carried the day, the eight hoar.

Himit haviog been agreed to, though the atrikers
havo decided to accopt thirty. cents per hour
instead of thirty.five cents, as at first demand.
ed.

This bogins probably the greatest struggle in
the history of organized labor. What the im.
mediate outcome will be it is hard to determine,
but in the end it is almost cortain that labor
will win. The tendency of the times favors
the movemsnt, and it is a fairly safe prediction
to mako that within a few years eight hours
will bo recognized as a day’s work, This is
evident from tho faot that the general tendency
is to shorten the length of a day’s labor. A
movement has been slowly but surely going on
in this direction, contested vigorously by em.
ployers at every step, but always gaining.
Statistics show that during the last fifty years
or 80, there has been a great change in the
average length of a day's work. Aud the end
of the contraction has not been reached yet.
On the other hand labor organizations were
never more intent in a movement than they aro
at the present time in agitating for an eight-
hour day. President Gompers of the great
American Federation of Labor says on this
point: ““No other question will divide or dis.
tract our attention from the main issue,” that
is, to gain the dight-hour day. Labor organiza.
tions are extending their power and influence,
and that in the end they will be successful in

_this movement is self evident to those who

have studied the tendency of the times in the
past, as related to labor,

While the great movement is going on on this
continent, the same question is being agitated in
the Old World. In England a monster demon-
stration has beon held in London, in favor of the
eight-hour day. The movement there is not as
advanced as in America, and the differentlabor
organizations are not yet united upon a pro.
gramme., The movement, however, is taking
form. In Austria a strike on a gigantic scale
a8 in progress among the miners, for an eight-
hour day.

In convection with the eight-hour movement
in the United States, tho president of the
American Federation of Labor, in a calm and
well written letter to the press, states the
position of the movement, from which we take
a few lines as follows ;:—

¢ Sufficient notice having been given to all
parties interested that on and after the lstof
May, 1890, the wageworkers affiliated with the
American Federation of Labor would adopt the
cight-hour day as a limit of the day’s wark, it
is now the duty of the executive officers to
secure the desired result with the least outlay
of time and money. ‘The history of the in-
dustridl development of this country shows that
the cight-hour day cannot be much longer de-
ferred. The campaign is on, the hosts have been
marshaled, drilled, ammunition been and
i3 being provided, and the public sympathy aad
sentiment has been aroused, and the grand army
of labor is ready for the battle,

Tie Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners,
who have been sclected to lead, are full of the
enthusiasm of past victories, Recruits are
joining their ranks by hundreds and thousands,
and places that were unorganized are rapidly
coming under the shield 'of‘uthat organizstion.
The instincts of the people are with us, and
many eminent thiokers sustain us. The plan
of tne campaign is to quicken this sentiment,
so that when the kour ::lf action comes we sball
be found prepared. The uunion-that has beem

seleoted to begin this contest has thoussds,




