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IÂHITOBk OROP PROSPEOTS.
The liesvy rain of ast week, lasting for thece

days, bai been of Inestimable value te the
country. Though the fall of snow wvas remnark-
ably heavy last wiuter, iL diid not leave as
much water as was expecteri, as the ground wns
no very dry lait fall that the moisture from the
melting suow was readily absorbed aud soon
dusappeared. Complainte were alrcady comirig
from some etions that the ground was dry.
Last week's rmi would givo the land a tborough
soaking and vaitly improve the crop prospects.
No further complaints o! dry soil wiil ho heard
for nome Lime at Icait. A large ares hari been
aawn previous te the ramn, ini some section% the
farmers having been uearly Lheough with their
wheat seeding. The rain would pack the sl
over tho seed, sud thero Nvili not now bo auy
danger feamn wind etorm8, which sometimes do
great damage whea the t3oil is very dry, by
blowing the loose earth from the fieds aftor the
grain bas beeu sown. The tain would asea
moisten up the soil aud improve the conditions
for spring plowing for late crops.

The rain extended ail over Manitoba and into
the Territories, so that aIl districts have te-
ceived full benefit from IL The sal is now in
better condition no far as mousture is concerned,'
than it bas bean for years, sud ta this extent
the outlook is favorable. Fromt ail aver the
country the reports state that the arcs, sown te
ceop la being ineeased this year. With the
favorable c.onditions now existiag, farmera will
no doubt put in just as niuch crop this year as
tbey are capable of haudliug.

NEW FREIGHT T.ARIFF.
A new f reight tariff f rom points ini Eastern

Canada ta Manitoba bas been adopteri, and
will came inte farce on the apcniag of naviga.
Lion. The noir tari if is for goods shippcd by
the lake route, and will appiy ta shipments

-cither via Port Arthur sud the Cinadian Pacific'
or via Duluth sud the Northern Pacifie or th'.
Great Northern raiiways. Foilowing la a
comparison o! the aid with the new rates,
ahowiag tho reduction in tho difféent classes of

freigt :-1889. 1890.
Clais o! Freight. Rate. Rate. Reduced

No. 1I.............. l.66 $1.43 .23
No. 2-------------...1.42 1.23 .19
No.3-------------...1.18 1.03 .15
No. 4--------------.. 97 .87 .10
No. 5--------------..82 .72 .10
No. 6--------------.. 72 .70 .02
No. 7-..............-55 .55 -

No. 8--------------..55 .55 -

Na. 10............. .47 .47 -

Tho above rates la per 100 pounds, sud np-
plies ta gooas shipped f rom the Eat ta -%in-
nipeg anly. To points west of Winnipig the
rates wiIl be the saino as lait ycar. A speciai
rate upon settiers' effecta in given, the rate
fromi the eaut ta Winnipeg, bcing $91 per car,
or 91 cents par 100 pouads in leus than car
loade. The special tariff an implements,
wagons, xnachinery, etc., shows a reductian
from 85 te 75 cents per 100 pands. The tariff
an saves in i-cduced from $1.19 te 951c. Coal
ail in reduced frani 94 cents to 86à cents, snd
packing hanne pradricts from 94 ta 85 cents ptr
10 ands.

Titese freight reductions are af a very im-

portant natuio, espccilly to the Winnipeg
wholesale trado, and will bc a~ great savlng ta
tho people of Manitoba. The roductions this
year, wlien addcd to the reductions made in tho
tariff a year ago, arcestili more important. The
followiog figures shows the reduotions I,& the
new tariffas compared wltii the rates of two,
yeara ago -

_Classes. -
Triff 1 2 3 4 à 6 7 8 10

1888. 1.82 1.55 1.'27 .99 .87 .72 .55 .50 .49

- -Classes. -

Tariffi1 2 3 4 ri0 7 '8 10
1890. 1.43 1.23 1.03 .87 .72 .70 .55 .55 .47
Saving---.
1001bs. .39 .32 .24 .12 .15 .02 -. 01 .02

Store gooas, snch ai dry goods, clothlug,
boots aud shoes, hRts and caps, stationery, gro.
ceries, etc., are shipped under tho first two or
three classes, ln which the greatest reductions
have beeu mado. Hecavy hardware and motals,
heavy grocories, etc., corne Iargely under the
fift lams, on which the reduction. la 15 cents
per 100 pouads. Whatever may have led ta
these reduced rates, tho people have every
ressont ta bo pleased with the facts as thoy
stand. Another important point in indicated
by the new freight rates, and that is, that tho
railway companies are begiuning to recoguize
the importance of WVinnipeg as a whoieal.e
centre, and aro prepariag ta extend tho saine
treatmn~et te this city that is accorded to com-
mercial centres elsewhere.

THE EIGHT HOUE STRIIflLE.
The great struggle for au eight bouc day bas

commeaced in the United States. The lahor
arganizatiana are going about this maLter Sp.
pareutly in a very cool au l systemnatia mauner.
They flrst decided in convention that the work-
iag day should ha reduced te eigbt boums
Notice vras then given some monthe ago, that
on the Seast day a! M1ay, 1890, the eight hour
day would be adopted as a limit cf the day'a
work. This of course meana that if <tmployera
do not co-icede the demaud, strikes will folliow.
The American Federation of Labor, an argan.
ization which P'stimates iLs membersbip at 030,.
000, is takiag the Icad in the morement.

It bas been dccided by organized labo;, that
thc cirpeiters and joiners shall make the firat
effort te gain thu end desireri. Allother trades
are te refrain fromi striking, if their demanda are
nlot grantad. The carpeuters, however, are te
strike on the fir8t of May, and the other trades.
mcn are to stand by and give what assistance
tbcy can in the direction of moral and financial,
support. The Federation of Labor ha, pledged
its support te the fullbat extent to the car-
penters in the great attuge. If the %arpen-
tees succeed other tendes will foiiow ia time.

In anticipation of the geacrai atrike on May
lat, several strikes have already occurred,
owing ta a movement an the part of empluyers
te Iock ont the workmen aud brinÈ about a
state of disorganization in their ranke, by'
forcing the strike before the day appointcd.
The lookout of carpenterz has existed at
Chicago for nome timo, and neots have occurred
between union and non-union mn, in cases
sshere tii, latter have been empioyed. At
Indianapolis it is reported that the atrikera.
have ah-eady carrledl the day, the eight hour.ý

imit having been agreed ta, though the istrikers
hava doci<lod to accept thirty. cents par hour
instead of thirty.five cents, as at fleat demand-
cd.

This bogins probably the greatest struggle in
the histery af organlzed labor. What the im.
mediate outcame will be IL ls bard te determine,
but In the end IL la alinobt certain that libeor
wil! wia. The tendenoy of the Limes favors
the movemriut, sud IL la a fairly safo predictlon
La mako Vint wlthia a few yeara elgbt houe
will ho recagnized as a day's work. This la
evident fromn the fact that the general Lendency
le La shorton the length of a day'a labar. A
movement has been alowly but surely golug ou
in this direotion, contested vigoroualy by cm-
players st every step, but alwaya galning.
Stalticaie show that during the laut fi! ty years
or no, thoe bas been a great change iu the
average lcagth of a day's work. Aud the eud
o! the contraction bas naL beeu eeached yet.
On the other baud labor organitations were
nover more intent in a movement tItan tbey are
at Lte prenant Lime lu agitatiug for an eight-
houe day. Peesideat Gompers of the great
American Federation of Labor saya on this
point: IINo ottes- question will divide or dis-
tract aur attention from tho main lsune," that
l4, to gain the dight.hour day. LA'oor organiza.
Lions are extendiug tbeir power aud influence,
sud that lu the end they will hé suocesaful in
* this mavement la self evideut ta those, who
have studied the Lendenoy o! the Limes la the
past, as celated ta lahor.

While the great movemeat la going au ou this
continent, the samne qucatlea in beiug agitated la
the Old World. In Eagiaud amonster demon-
stratian bai heon heid la London, la favor of the
eight-haur day. The mnovement there la naL as
advanced as la America, and the differentiabor
organizations are nlot yet united upon a pro.
gramme. The niavemeut, however, la takiag
forro. Iu Austria a atrike on a g1gautio scais
.9 la pragreas among the minera, for an eight.
bouc day.

In coacection with Lte eight-hour mavement
la Lte United States, Lte presideat of the
American Federation of Lahor, la a catin sud
well writtcu letter ta Lte presa, states the
position of thé movement, from wbich we take
s few 1i as follows:

IlSuflcient; notice Itaviag heen given ta ail
parties lutereated that on aud after Lbe lat of
May, 1890, the wageworkers affiliated witb the
Amuerican Federation o! Labor would adapt the
eight-honr day ai a limit o! the dsy's work, iL
in now the duty o! te executiveoaficers te
secure tho deaired renult with the least outiay
of Lime snd money. Tho bistery of Lte in-
dustrial development o! this country shows that
the eight-houc day cannot ha mucb longer de.
f#-ered. The campaigu la, on, the hasts have been
marahaled, drilcri, ammuaition bas been and
la being provided, sud Lte public sympathy aud
sentinat bas beau aeoused, sud the grand army
of labor in rzady for Lte batte.

The Brotherbood o! Carpenters sud Joiners,
wbo have been seiectad ta lead, are full of te
enthusiasm of pait victories. Recruits are
jalning their ranka by Itundreds aud thousands,
and places that were unorgaàWzd are rapidîy
camiag under the abieid a! that organisation.
The instincts o! Lte people ame with us, and
many eminent thinkera sastaba us. Thc plan
oi tue cauepaig ns te, qLucken thia sentiment,
se that when Lte .ur of action cormes we shah
ha found prepare& 'The union, that bas boas
seleoted te begia tb*ts conteat bas' thondis
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