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COVIERCIAL CIEIN
WCe have Coule to place beyond, ques

tion the short nlnd pity canoni of "lUnity
is streuigthi." and wve uîlight safely exteaîd
tlhe principle and say that coliesion is
the clinnx o! coinmion sense. By it seat-
tercd and even discordant elemnents înay
bo nmade iîîto a inutual vhîole, andl wvlile
it reigns, influences wvlich iniglit Ou used
te produco discordant niiscliief, are eie-
ments of mutual advantage.

It is singular lîow dilicult it is to se-
cure coliesion jîî the differeaît interests o!
tra(le, compnreil -%itli otiier sphecres.
Ooinpetitioi, and zîot cohiesion, is rccog.
nized as the lifo of trade, ana yct the
former is often very injurions, wlîeuî car-
ried te extrenaes. and if hased upon niay-
tlîing but sound principles, catinot resuit
in anytliing but injury to legitimiate
trado. Contipetition te the exclusion of
cohecsion is like thîe jnr o! oxygen witli-
out th lîe ccessary admixture of îîitrogcîa,
in 'ahiih life is, alaile it iasts, the very
essence of iiveliness, but its coilapse must
comle soon and sudden.

Many influences have been ait work to
stinîulato couxpetition te tîait piteli ait
wlîich cohesion cetises, and thîe one niost
powerful of aIl lias been thîe national sys-
benli of bolsteriaxg and protectiing honto
trade. Altlîough ait first si-lit this influ-
ence seems intended to limit competitioîi
te honte producers, its a ii i the end is
te build u!) a fresli conapeting power, and
the flrst step in se doing is te cruslî co-
hession of the elemnts homte and force
trade, ax1d isolate the foramer as Kîluch as
possible.

But without touching the question o!
international trade, WC lha vo powerful in-
flutences ait wvork side by side in tlîis and
other countries, wvhere cohiesion is triost
necessary, whili arc powerful bairriers
agaiinst it. Trade jealousy, local preju.
dice a id many otlier influences ena be
named, and last but net loast, the desire
te pusii trade beyond the nantural ljniiits
o! supply and demand, aIl have th3ir
share in preventing trade cohlesion, and
ail are grouped, thougli badiy iisplaced
under thîe hcading of trade competition.

It is astonishing liow mien in otlier
waiks of life Cali xnauîtaini soute i~ystein
of cohlesion whlich links more or lcss the
intercsts of ail coiacerîaed. Professional

Ilon have thîcir faculties andc ptlier or-
ganizations vhîiclî set tiieïr powver sternly
ngaiiist uîîhîcaitiîy competition. Eveni theo
farier, whlo gots so littie credit for wvis-
dont ini his busiaîes-, management, înoyer
allows comupetition te itîterfero, 'ith i s
itîterests, but is aiways rcady te tako aid-
vantago o! it anîong traders, and i3 equ.
nlly aîîxious for lîis iioiglîbors to do so,
witliout in nny way feeling jeatous ini theo
mntter. Truly tîeu-c ia sonio atteîîapt nt
coliesion wvitlî every clnss except traders.

During thîe pnst two or thîrc years the
trading couîiîauîaity o! thîls provinîce have
been outraged by le-islntion hoth ini Ot-
tawa and tliis city. Froin the formîer wvo
have beeri loaded with cumbrous and un-
jubt tarifls, whlîci discriiiîînaate agaiaîst
the traders o! Nkanîitoba. By our own
local Legislaturo tiîcy have becax rolobed
o! wliat wvas (lue theîîî, by the passiîag of
an exemption law, culiîlingly devisedl by
the insolveait and dishîonest mîeniblçrs to
slielt,-r tiii~selvcs and thîcir class frona
payîîuent of wlîalt t!îey owe to tho honoast
anîd ixîdustrions. *Yet lot a Dominîion or
Provincial election take place tlîis year,
aind wc wviil fitid the entiro tradinîg coin-

îuuîîity, of 'Manitoba split, relit and
squabbhing over politicai divisions knowvn
as party tics, over prejodices of race anîd
eveni religion, but entirely without colle.
sioîu upon anatters wvIiclî slîould niost of
ail coîaeern thien'. Commîaercial coliesion
is no doubt a very desirable thin- te se-
cure, but so fur as tlîis province is con-
cemned, it is eue o! the b1iesiîgs of thie
distant future.

C.P.H. GRAIN RATES.
lit its issue o! the first iîîst. the Jl'one-

lar3/ 2'ues of Toronito lias an editorial
uporu the abeve subject, ini whiih the ceai-
troversy bctwcon t' lO riarînor's Union anad
'Mr. Vali lou-ne, thue drawuack of haviug
grain stored ait Port Arthuor iurjn,ý tîje
winter,iîîstead o! boiiig sont oit easty
rail, and the possibiliiy of a 11 udsouî's Bay
hlailway payiîîg, are ail cot iotisly juaîîbled
togethuer, and front the mixture the mxoral
is drawn tuait the secretary o! tho Farm-

îîe's Unxion was net oniy îvrong but vemy
naughty la writiîîg as lie did te thîe geai.
oral nmanager of the O.P.R.

Like the Irislimnu whîo 'wanted te lift
thîe inud turtle, wve are puzzled 'ia
end te take, lold of, wvlien WC try te
Iiandle this litera-y potpourie wvich tne
Jloictwa-y Tiia lias soppiied. But WCe
shiah conufine ourselves te its reinarks re-

garding the cost of cn.'rying grain front
this province enst. lit criticising tho
iethod of nkitig niu etiiint;eadoptcd by

the secretary of the Union the incs lins
the) folloewiig

I But what about Wvear and tear, and
tho numnerous othor itemis thatgo, to maho
up the cost of carriago 'i Labor and fuel
forîn but a sinall part of the whiolo cost,
and( yet thoy aro the only itemis whiclî
31r. Purvis's estimiato takes into accouxît."

I t was ant unpardonablo neglect on the
part of the sccretary to forget that Il vcar
an(I tear." Buot it is -well that the editor
of the .1oinclary Times perceived it and
liad the good senso to supply it. But for
this picce of coinîneîidablo smartness the
outside ignorant wvorld would probably
îiever lind the alighcst comprehocusion of
tIe q1uestionI urder dliscusion. Still Wo
regret that our conteniporary after faitli.
fully admnouisinig the secretary for îiot
supplying a completo and reliable esti-
mate, inakes no efflort at doing- se hiimself,
but ini his fonce straddiug hewiidornient
closes bis article -'vithi the follo-,viiug

The c. nipany, whilîi says it is carrying
.ilaii.tota grain at a loss, was stigInatize(l
as purbuiiig " bysteinatie robbery.- All
this shows great need for cumin- to ant
agreement as to the facts ; for if the coin-
pany's statenient bu correct~ the parties
robbed arc its own shareholders. Whero
does the trutli lie 7

We have lio desire to initerfere iii the
quarre! between tho secretary of the
Farmer's Union and Mr. Van loi ne and
slîould be very sorry to lot ourselves down
to soda a love]. flut if tho 11unelary
Tines wishcs, a correct estuinte of the
figures ait wvbich it 'ail! pay railway coin-
pallies to carry grain front this province
to the.Atlantie, wue cati supply one based
upon thîe %cry best authoraty, namnely the
figures at wliich they have offlered to carry
it, before the O.P.R.. and Stb .. M
conclucled the pool, by wvhicli traffic to
and front theî Northwcst is gaggcd and
ùraggedt( uver the former,, and to the pro-
fit of thle latter. A year or %;0 aign in the
dead of winter the latter c-nipany offered
to carry sound gran in conuection wvith
other Uisited St .tes roads to the Atlan-
tic ports for 4Uc, or ten cents le-ss tlîan
31 r. Van Horne gives as a special rate
for this seasozi. The nmanagers of the St.
P.iM.&uM. clainacd thon, that sucli figures
wvould pay tlîis road, but WCe have no
doubt, but thcy find it paying botter to
share in the O.P.1t. oarnings on the north
shore, witliout doing any wvork for it.
If a profit lias te be made for botu ronds
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