0 THE CRITIC
MACDONALD & CO. e
(LIMITED) AN OLD COMSTOCK DODGE.

HATLIFAX, IN, S.
Manufacturers of and Dealers in
PUTMPING MACEINERTY
FOR MINERS' USE

IRON PIPES AND FITTINGS, &c.

" UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS

CONSTANTLY BEING RECEIVED IN FAVOR OF THE FAMOUS

Heintzman:-:Pianos.

—————eers

NEW STYLES, IN PLAIN & FANCY WOODS, Constantlv Arriving.

PRICES AND TERMS TO SUIT EVERYBODY:

Sik Apts: HALIFAX PIANO & ORGAN CO.

157 and 158 HOLTLTIS STRERT.

CUT PRICES.
Latham & McCullogh,

47 BARRINGTON STREET.

ARE SHOWING AN INMMENSE LINE OF

HOLIDAY GOODS. SHAVING SETS for $1.
Others at Prices Ranging to $6.
COLLAR BOXES from 25c. to $3.
PURSES (Beoauties) at 60 & 75¢. Each.

SFEVERYTHING TO SELL.E3

WE LIVE < PROGRESSIVE AGE

wWE
Aim to Improve!

AND NOT DETERIORATE,
Our New Brand, the
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MRS. WINSLOW'S 3
SOOTHING SYRUPS
has deen uted by Milllons of Motbers @
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Within Two Minutes Walk of Post OFce.

TINATIAM L ™

DUnCAN DRUUSSARD, - Proprigior

HALIFAX, N. S. C bi E t

J0I ON PABI_-I_’._I_‘IEJ:\_IEAISE. a’ e X ra’
JOHRN PATTERSON,

Manuofacturer of Steam Boilers.

For Marlne and Land Purpcics

Iron Ships Repaired.

Suir Tawzs Giapxxs, SxoxX Pirxs asd al)
kisds Su:xr(lmx Worx.
ESTIMATESgivenoaapplication.

488 UPPER WATER 8TREET. Halifax, N. 8.

will bo found to be exceptionally
fine, and wo respectfully suggest
that smokers give this brand a
irial, wken our statement will
be fully verified as to quality.

. o S. DAVIS & SONS.
LADIES’ aﬂﬂ GENTLEMEN,S Fresh and Salted Beef, Vegetables,

TAILORINC. Mutton, Pork, Bread, &o.

T Mazwell & Son, - A LEAMAN & 60,
68 GRanviLLe st. Iholesaled Retail Victuallers

AXD MANUPACTCREASL OF
TELEPhONE 880.

CANNED G00DS, BOLOGHAS, &C.
NEW GOODS HOW ARRIVING,

6 to 10 Bedford Row,
€3TA3LISNKD 136¢ HALIFAX, K-8

Written for the Engincering and Mining Journal by Dan ds Quills.

In Nevads, in tho old flush times of silver mining on the world-famed
Comstock lode, was practiced tho devics of instantly imprisoning the set of
men who in runpirg a drift or cross-cut chanced fo cut into a hady of rich
ore. 1In the manufacturing rogions of the Etst wo heir of ** lock-outs,” but
in the silver mines “lock-ins” wero tho events that brought crowds upon the
sircetsand caused Virginia City, standing ovor the mines, and 8an Franscisco,
standing by the ses, 300 miles away over tho Sierras, to roar alike with
excitement.

No sconer was the cry raised in Virginia City of ¢ Minera ehut dowa in
tho Savage I than the wire told the news to the thousauds of speculstors in
San Fesnecisco, and then surgieg crowds repeat-d the ety : ¢ Miners shut
down in the Savagel” The fact of tho miners being imprisoned io a mine
was good evidence that a find of ore had been mide, but 28 tithe oxtent and
value of the etriko all * outsiders” were fn the dsrk, and ware kept in the
dark until the * insiders” kad satisfisd themselves in regird to tha siza and
richneas of the deposit of ore found, and had either bought or sold stock in
the mine to the best advantage. It was for this that the miners wers shut
down. “Ineiders” bad all the light it was poesible to ¢btsin, while ** out-
sidera” were allin tho dark, yet that did not preventthe istter from gambling
as rcckles:ly in the shares of tho mine as though they had full and reliable
information in regard to the amoun’ and richness of tbe ore found. The
outeider gambled sgainst thousands of other outsiders swho knew no more
than himself tho value of the find.

When the cry was tbat the miners wete shat down in the Chollar, the
Pctosi, tho Hale & Noreross, or apy other mine, there was always an excite-
ment or such & rush for the stock as t9 send it booming upward. After the
boom was under fall beadway it was an easy matter for the iosiders to either
buy or sell without their trapsactions teing discovered. At such timesa hint
f:em a t:ue friend on the inside was worth hundreds of thousinds of dollars
to a speculator on the cutside—yes, miliions in the time of a great desal.

It msy be thought that »hilo on the surfice surging crowds filled the
streets, and all was uprosr and excitement, it was rather hozd for a party of
men to be cui off from sll commueicitin with the outer world and 1mpris-
oned in the bowelx ¢f the earth hundreds of feet below the light of the sun.
The fact was that the men hiked a shut-down. Although temporarily deprived
of their liborty they bad a jolly good time of it down in the subtertanean
regiors. Nothing was tco good for them. Huge baskets of eatables from
the best restaurant in the city were sent down o thew, and to wash theso
good things down they not only had plenty of becr and ale, but also an
abundanco of the finest champagre. Bedding wis sent down to therm ; they
had the daily papers and took the work thoy had to do in very light doses,
all baving plenty of time in the covling-off stations.

Although thus well previded, for tho men were cat off from 8!l cr)mmani-
cation with the outer world, could oue of them have sont a note ta a stock-
dealing friend on the surfaca it would have bazn wor:h a sm1ll fortane bota
to him apd the speculating friend. Bat absslutely nothing was permitted to
go to the surface from the imprisoned men. A scratcu oo the bottom of a
dioner pail or & teemingly iopecent verbal message from a husbiad to his
wife might tell outsiders wheiher to buy or sell.

To bo shut down in & mine was a good thiog for poor men when a big
*¢ strike” of ote h«d been made, a3 the mine owsers neasly always generausly
carried for them a few shares of stock. They also, if requestad to do #o0,
bought kshmzx; for 2uch of the imprisoned mean 2s had monsy and were dealing
in stccks.

Tho men were seldom shat down for more than thras or fonr days.  Ae
msy be imagiced, they wero allin demand when they ware released from the
wine aod appeared upon the streets. The curbstone brokers and ali manuner
of dealers snd dsbblers in stocks swarmed about them, sll hungry for exact
information in regard to the budy of ora discovered. Tne men, howover,
were heraes for but a few hours, for a3 sgun as they waoro releas2d outsidars
werde penmitted to enter and inspect the mino in which the fiad bad Lozn
made.

It being observed that a *“ shat-down" of miners always cauzed s boom in
the stock of the mine io which it occarred, it was not long before soma com-
psoies ghut dows their men when thare was pothing more in sight than an
insignificant strivger of low grade ore. A few of these ** fake™ shut-downs
broaght the practico into such disrepute that the announcement of the men
being shut down in a.mine was received on the strests with jsors and hoots.
That killed the business of imprisoning miners in the lowar levels of the
Comstock for all time.

Io the “bopanzy mines” was cmployed what was called tho ¢ secret
shift.” Thkis was a shift or crew comprised of old and picked mso, alt
staunch ftionds of Mackey and the other *‘bonsnzi kings.” When it was
expecled that a drift or cross-cnt would tsp a bedy of ore, the work to ba
done was placed in the hsudsaf the secret ahift. lo cass of oro being acci-
dentally cut into by the ordii.ary winers, they were sont to some other part
of the mino, and the bass of the secret shift called out his crew and 00k
charge of the development of the fiad. The boss and ail hands bslonging to
this secret shift were a9 * mum as oysters” in regard to thoir work—wore
crew of mutes.

1892, “ THE CREAM OF THE HAVANA CROP.”
*T.a Cadena™ and ** La Flora ™ bracds of cifau ars undoubledly superior in quality

and considerably lowes {n price than any lrand {mported. Prejudiced amokers will nos
admit this to be the case,  The connoisseutknows it, S. Davis & Sons, Montreal.



