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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Theote seems to be & vast differonce of opinion in regard to the true
worth of tho discoverer of America. In this year, when the four-hundredth
anniversary of the landing of Columbus on our shures is Leing celebrated
with many elaborato ceramonies, cte,, and the raticus of the world aro
upiting in the Co'uwbian Expositivn at Chicago, a fow men have arisen in
strong denunciation of the characlor of the man who is being held up in
this ninetcenth century as & hero of heroes.  Dr. Parkhurst at Boston de-
clared that his lifo was ¢ ono of fubrication and greed for gold.”

A very sensiblo movoment has been started in some of the public
schoo!s of Pencsylvania with the object of giving a'l school children an
idea of their duties as citizons. All the young membersof the patriotic lesgue
are imbucd with the id- a of their coming citizenship—a bright intelligent
interest in civic matters is soon aroused which in course of time is bound
to extend to State and pational affairs. Best of all the wurk begins at home.
The child is he’d responsibic for & proper discharge of his duties asa pupil
of the State, and is taught to look afier and u:o his influence with childron
who aro not taking advantago of the free schools of his district.

The simple dignified arran,cments which were made for the removal of
the body of the late Lurd Tennyson from his hume to his final resting place
have satisfied even those who would have preferred a more imposing cere-
mony for the last rites of the famoussingez. No flaunting of funeral finery
wa3 permitted, in fact not even a heatse was used when the body was takon
from Halsmero to the railway station, yot everything was done decontly and
in order, with every respect atd doference to the wish of the doceased, and
after the solemn burial servico at “ Westminster Abbey,” he who was not
afraid 0 * cross the bar ™ was laid at rest most fittingly by the eide of
Robert Rrowning.

The Venezuelsn revolution is at an end —for the prosont at least. The
too-ambitious president wes not coutent with the legal term of office, and
in his endeavor to retain his pusitivn Jost all.  Crespo is now the people’s
favorito. At the head of thie people’s ary ho has assumed possession of
the State capits), Caracas, and the future guvernment of tho State will be in
great patt according to his will and pleasure.  Montlis ago Crespo cou:d
bave quelled the revolution, but, Jike a born dipiomat, he preferred to wait
until the Palacio party should bo so torn by dissensions that victory should
be assured. This strange civil war being over, the Vonezuolans are hoping
for a more peacoful condition of public affairs,

Our Montreal friends, who have been so delighted at securing an electrio
street car servico, aro finding that their troubles are not over. Sevoral tole-
phono subscribers have made complaint to the effect *hat owing tothe noiso
of the etreot service thoy are unable to hear through their telephones. As
the streots of Montresl are too narrcw to admit of double tracking there
scems at present to bo no means of remedying the trouble.

Sir Chas. Tupper is still combatting that firmly rooted belief that it is
necessary for young would-bs sottlors to pay feos to some person or agency
before making their homes in Canada. In every country therois a class of
people who uso their wits for dishonest pasrposes, and Canida alas is nob
without her share of theso sharpers, who oxtort fees for corespondence and
informativs which may readily be had for nothing. Numbers of young
men come out ostensibly to “learn farming.’ for which' purpose they pay
lazge fees t) woll-to-do farmera. The lessons are seldom given, though in
{his caso the farmer is no! always at fault, as the young men are too fre-
quentiy from the * ne'er-do-wells *’ at home, and are more desirous of have
ing a good time than of taking part in any serious occupation.

Among the breach of promise suits which now and then cause a ripple
of amusement in our Canadian courts, an interesting case has baen rettled,
in which the gentlemanly victim claimod to have been badly used. Not-
withstanding the promise which his fickle Jady-love had given him, and the
flowers, grapes and original pocetry which he lavished upon her, she decided
abruptly that sing'e blessedness was preferable to marriage with a man who
at any momont might break into verse. The plaintiff estimated his feelings
to be damaged to the extent of $150.00 by the transaction, but the jury,
who seem throughout tho trial to have been most hilarious, decided in
favor of the changeable maiden. Can it be that masculine affection is
updervalued in vur courts, or did the charms of the defendant entirely
caplivato the jury ?

Vo havo all at times, no doubt, been surprised at the easo with which
people will givo opinions on matters with which they are thoroughly unfam-
iliar. Travellers, especially, are guilty of this habit, greatly to the annoy-
ance of more woll-infermed persons, Just now a New Yorkerand his wife
are emulating Columbus. They seem to have left Gotham with the distinct
idea of discovering somothing, and they have been 8o far successful that
they are now publishing a sories of articles dealing with the northern
shuro of Lake Superior, cntitled, * Darkest America.” The natives of this
fubulous district seem to Lo a curious uncivilized people, and blood-curdling
adventures are met with each day. The lady claims thai she is “ the first
white woman to set foot in these wild regions,” and is sezmingly ignorant of
the fact that there are thousands upon thousands of seitlors’ wives and
daughters not far removed from her summer resort. This sort of talk is
ridiculous and hartful to the extreme, atd such arrant falsifying should be
giscoumged by all sensible people who have the welfare of their country at

cait.

Since Henry Labouchore has been thoroughly convinced that his talents
were not considered necessary in thy cabinet of his country, he has begua
to initiate the people of the United States into the poitical life of Great
Britaio. There is of course great ignorance of old world politics and of
British politics in particular among the American people, and they sreonly
too apt to acceptas truth the statements which Labouchere is now making
in tho North American Review. They: are for the most part cleverly incor-
rect, having just that dangerous admixture of truth which makes it so difficult
to decal with. The facile writer finds fault with the past policy of his
goveroment. He attacks Lord Salisbury's policy ia E3ypt in the utterly
untrue statement : ** That the eotire futurs of Egypt is subordinated to
paying interest on a debt.” He upholds the action of Russia when in
1878 the Caar's forces were sent to subjugate Ba'garia on the ground that
Russia ¢ wished to free the people from the intolerable oppression of the
Turks "—which is cortainly a now phase of Russian policy. But perhaps
his crowning achievement is the effort to convinea bis readers that England.
wantonly destroyed the peace of Europe * by refusing to recognize Napoleon
as Emperor of the French,” when it isknown to every reader of history that
it was tho refusal of England to recognize Napoleon as* Dictator of Europe "
which led to the faraous struggle. Labouchers compliments the Govermont
of the United States in somo rather uncalled for ways. The people for
whom he i3 writing are by no means devoid of humor, and wholesale com-
plimentiog of two opposing political parties is not calculated to be widely
boneficial.  YWeo cannot close this sbort criticism more impressively than by
quoting a novel doctriue which the disappointed aspirant to political hoaors
is promulgating : * Happy the nation that has no foreign policy,” or when
a foreign policy is an abaolute necessity, * let the example of the United
States be followed.*
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