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Dosinior.—The work of the Session in the Iouse of Commons is pro-
ceeding apaco, and an early adjournment is now confidently looked for.
The bill introduced by Hon. C. H. Tupper for tho proventing of the netling
of salmon in tidal waters avoked much sharp criticism, its opponeonts declar-
ing that tho measure was uncalled for, and would prove a hardshup to
fishermen in the Maritimo Provinces.  Mr. Tupper hold that it is tho duty
of the Government to protect sur salmon fisheries, and this could not be
dono effectively so long as the notting of them in tidal wators was allowed.

Halifaxians will shortly have to pay two cents on each drop letter, it
being provided in the DLill recently adoptod by tho Commons, that the old
rate of one cent por drop letter bo charged in towns whero carriers wero not
omployed for tho delivery of lettors, but that two ceunts should be charged
when such carriers were employed. Invitations, cards for “ At Homes,”
notices, bills, cte., will hereafior have to be made out upon post cards by pru-
dent and saving individuals, as the two cent. rate is an extravagance that
can only be indulged in by the upper ton.

Sir Richard Cartwright, who is recognised as an able financier, soverely
condemns the Government for the late issue of bonds bearing threo percent.
per snnpum, and stated that in his judgment the conditions upon which these
bonds were placed upon the market are most unfavorable to Canadn. The
Hon. Mr. Yoater, in replying, said that Sir Richard displayed an unwar-
rautablo degree of pessimism, as he regarded the loan secured by tho issue
of theso bonds as having heen placed upon moro satisfactory conditions thaa
any hitherto secured by the Governmont of the Dominion.

The Capo Breton members had a field day iu the 1louse over the build-
ing of the C. B. railway, more particularly over tho route selected by the
Government, and the construction of tho bridgo over tho Grand Narrows,
‘I'be discussion over the choice of the route at this stago appears somewhat
lato ; and while every well-wisher of the different sections of Cape Broton
would like to seo projected mailways under construction, it is most important
that the Sydneys as the termini of the Island railway should have the best
possible connection with Hawkesbury and Mulgrave that is obtainable ; and
if the building of the bridge will further this end, the proposal for its con-
struction should not meet with opposition from Cape Drotoniaps, even
though thoy do not sccure direct advantages.

Mewbers in the House of Commons complain that the chamber is badly
ventilated. Perbaps this accounts for the sleepiness of some of the debates,
but there are somo passages at arms which might lead an outsider to the con-
clusion that a reservoir of ozone was available on particular occasions. Imme-
diate steps are to be taken to enlarge the chamber and have it ventilated
after the most improved mothod.

Our net debt on March 31st was $234,870,000. This is a pretty good
round sum for five millions of people to shounlder, but after all it is only 347
per head of the population, while the dobt of France is about 8120 per head,
beside our debt represents great national works, such as railways, canals,
etc., and wo have a great undeveloped country at out back, whilo the Jebt
of France is tho outcome of long protracted wars, and the area of the coun-
try is no greater than that of the Yrovince of British Columbia

Four divorce bills have been granted by the parliament, after having
evoked much discussion in the Sepate Divorces aro unfortunately on tho
increaso in Canads, but as yet our record in this respect is good ascompared
with mapy of the American States and the sacredness of the marriage tio in tho
Dominion has so far never Leen seriously questioned.

Steamship subsidies are to receive the attention of tho house during the
closing days of the session, and it is probable that appropriatious will be
made for subsidizing a fast Atlantic line snd two Pacific lines, connectiog
British Columbia and China, and British Columbiz and Australia.

ProviNcian.—The question of imprisonment for debt has again been
undeor discussion in the House of Assewbly, and judging from the spoeches
upon this subject, the views of our legislators have groatly broadened since
Mr. MacCoy first had the courage of his convictions by introducing into the
Legislatuce 2 bill for the abolition of imptisonment for debt. The Attorney
General, who, in our estimation is showing indications of a riper statesmau-
ship than we have hitherto been wont to accord him, pointed out in spesk-
jiog on the bill before the House, that of 383 persons imprisoned for debt,
241 continued in jail for a longer or shorler time, whilo 142 were placed on
tho jail limits. This disgraceful state of affairs is a reproach to the Province
of Nova Scotis, and no honest man could for a nument wish to sce it jno-
longed. Povorly is not a crime, neither i3 sickness, neither is misfartuno of
any kind, and yet under the law of the land any man is liable to be shut up
within the prison walls as a sufferer from theso cavses. A man borrows a
few hundred dollars to build a coltage, by accidout the building is destroyed
by fire, and if unable to settle with his creditor ho is thrown into jail. A
man is attacked by severe sickuess, and for thres months is incapable of
providing for his family, when he rises from his sick bed he finds that debts
have been incurred, which if not paid off will render him liable to imprison-
mont. The fair-minded wan will never take advantage of a man in distress,
but our law permits closc-fisted unscrupulous creditors to oppress and humili-
ate honest deblore, in total disregard of the fact that no whers in the world
isa man in as poor a position to discharge a debt as when shut up ina
dobtors jail. For the sako of our good name as Nova Scotians, let such a
Jaw ho cffaced from our Statutee.

What should wo have done without a Sunday bill to talk about ? and haw
thapkful wo should bo that after the talk, both in and out of the legislative
halls, the question should bave been so dextrously shelved beyond tho
reach of ccciesiastical or other politicians. Instead of a new Sunday bilt
the old Sunday bia virtually stand- intaer, with this exception, tht ~n nppweal
w3y bo made from the decicion of U » Myzistrate 1o the Suprean Comt, and
bere it is huped the cum jadicrd siud wili be sble to wake taat wice dis-

4

tinction betwoen that sorvile labor performed by a street car driver, in carry-
ing peoplo to and fro in the city, and that sorvile labor which evory servaut
man and maid in the provineo is called upon to perform on fifty two Sundays
of ocach year.

Tho governmont has dotormined to foeol the pulse of tho public as to the
oxpodiency of encouraging highor educition, It is proposed to provide 4
number of scholarships, esch having an annual valae of 3200, being tenabla
for two yoars, and open to competitive competition in thoe several educationasl
districts into which the bill divides the Provinco. ‘There are some other
features of this measure which noed consideration, but for tho prosont the
government will bo satisfied to ascertain whother tho hoart-throb of the pub
lic is in sympathy with the meisure, and whether the outlay of six or eight
thousand dollars per annum, would under the circumstances bo justifiible.
‘The question is a grave ono and thoro aro certainly two ways of looking o
it. 1t might be found that tho same sum would be sufficient to cstablish 4
school of mineralogy, for which there is great necossity and ample room 1
Nova Scotia.

The following is tho ostimatod rovenuo and exponditure of the currcut
yoar laid upon the table of the House of Assombly by Hon. Mr. Fielding.

RevENUE.

SUDSIAY ceevrees + ¢ ceuiiitiiriiene e ceiiriesareseesresnasans eeeeee$320 000 0O
Allowsanco for Govornment and Legislature...... “reeeens o eeanenes 60 000 w0

Interest on Baring Brothera deposit (1881) $253,066.66, at &
PO COOE.ueeeeneniarinrrarectnteetirentarsereserassursans veeeesenes 12 653 33
Interest on debt account, $804,2564.87 at 5 por contua.uveeenneens 40 212 4
$432 866 07
Mines RoOYalies oovevveiieieiieiriioniiinicintiinne s trrenenneiensneae 8160 000 0
Fees, Mines Dopartment..ccccves covieuersiesseieaceurens seveversneass 600 00
Crown Lands....c. coveiiiininiiiiiniiiiiiisicciniicsnis recesesassseonas 13 500 00
Faes, Provincial Secretary’s office and marriage licenses. ......... 7 500 00
Roxral Gazetto.eeesieece ciiee tveceiiine tiitnetitieeictieiacsonntennns 2 500 00
Private Bills.cioiees ciiiiiiiiniinirniiiiiniiiniiies e soees ananees 1 800 00

Postal Subsidy, W. C. Railway..ceciies crrverenrevorirsnrisasssrnes 3 500 00
Postal Subsidy, W. and A. Railway....cc.coeieiee coneniniiiinnenns 14 500 G0
Deduction from Inverness road grant, undor act of 1888

......... 5C0 0o
Salo of gold Specimens....ceee iiiiiiiiiiiiriiiiiriecraaiiisiseeraans 900 uo
| (Y23 0.7 PP cetsennsans 3 000 Ou

————— ——

8641 166 07
Expexniture.—~Hesps or SErvICE.

AGRICUILUTO ceveeviiis it cerernieeaaee creranescene $ 16 000 vv
Criminal prosecutions ......c. cecveieeiiceiineivereasossns cereeconcnns 2 500 O
EQueation .occes ceeiecneiiniinieniiernistairisioiiasasiniesseesaseness 212 000 00
Crown Lands..ecee ceoe vieviaiens soroane srenes srreracsssssesascscsanan 7 000 00
Legislalive exXponses. cocciceveiuiens ciciiiiieiiiine vireceraneentones 40 000 00
L0CAl WOIKS. .o cinviiiiaiiiianeies ceoinitrentanttarcernarorsncsasrosasssnse 39 617 66
Hospital for Insam0..cecceecececciieniriieiaieiciiienioriseosncecsnens 12 000 €0
B TS 15 000 00
Miscoll4DEOUS. wivveniuririianerataiietiniiirerietrresocnassans soe senan 16 000 00
Victoria General Hospital (maintenance)...eveeseccreceiiiniacenecns 20 000 0
Public printing . ccooe oiiieiiiiiines crrri i ceeees seeeee 9 000
Steamboats, Packets and Ferrios...cceivcieniiinncarerineiionicereonns 40 976 Lo
Salaries.. ciiciiieiiiirarartiiiittaratateten et sen st et aasen sevase 18 450 00
TransioDt POOT.ccciier triieriirene sescierencasaseeecsrecsescnsssronses 6 000 00
Roadsand Bridges..cceeeiencenianaiieniiiiioines venens $140 009 00
Less bridga interest.. ............ ceertrneratriaentaseane 31 769 41
—————— 108 230 59
SPecial T0RAS + . erutviteiitiientniateiiiiasantncsrsscsnriesten senosassns 800 o
Provincial Engineer’s office «oo. veveiruncnsienencianes cesesnrecioerans 9 000

Legislative Library

...................................................... 1 300 W
Hospital for Insane bonds maturing........ esesesereriansesans seoes 4 000 00
W. C. Railway, (intcrost on guaranteod bonds)....cecveeeesnness 13 500 00
W. & A, Railway, * «  rerecreecneecanaes 14 500 00
Intorest on curTent 2CCOUDL.ccvvees crerern covemrenermniernen vennenes 4 000 V0
Deboblure interest....oeuiiveriiiiiiiiniinniariviiiiiesineriecnsassroees 58 665 0
Victorin General lospital, (construction) -veeeeeeviiieenes veeeene 10 000 w0
Toverness road service (1878)cccies oo ciciiiacninincincs couenens 2 8.0
Claim of L. P. Fairbanks..eecveuiirirc®oninniininianiianeaneseenens 2 180 W

— —

8684 114 25
SUrplus, 1888 cu: cieirieeertetanes crreetrritccnrnersnsressanson sosens 4455113
Lstimated revenue 1889 .ciii ceeevieiirertieinsieienrecncrasesasene G411 166 7

§GS5 717 M
Estimated expenditure 1880 ccicvuniiiivecntn coeeisneerevocsassncnans 684 114 2

—

Latimaled surplus on tho t70 JOAT.c..ureceesreaesncnenvoeneasenne g 160295

MINING.

Soutit Rawpox DistricT.—As a result of 22 days work in March, the

Gonld-Northup mine yielded 208 ozs. of gold valued at abuut §4,000. This
13 tho second largest brick yot secured for ono month's crushing.

AMENDMENTS TO THE MINING ACT.

The important amendments to the Mining Act tnteaduead fiv th Cone
missioner of Muea, which have pasced buth Heuses of Parli onent, notl-ct
,Rreal eredit - the Deoatmont of Mines  aa the chianges aneail of » pro-
- giesdive Datwie aud 18muvo muat of the obj ctivnable features of tho old act.
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