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wholesale doportation ol the gallnnt Acadians
whoso solo crimo was that of being loyal
French subjects, truo soldiors and gallant
patviots. At the commencement of hostil
ities this Colony numbered somo 18,000 in-
habitants  fighting and cmigration reduced
this number to about 7000, and this gallant
people, with a refinement of cruolty which
will ever leave astain on the British Ministry
of tho day, wero torn from their altars and
hnmes, nnd scattered through the English
Cuolomies of (icorgia, South Carolina and New
England.  With a pitiable parsimony the
transports provided could not accommodato
the whole number, and the men wero fivst
stupped for their destination while the
women and children were-left behind.  The
sequel can casily be guessed; for months
aftor the Colonial newspapars wero filled
with advertisements; wives sought their
husbands, childven theiv parents, brothers
their sistors, and lovers their affisnced
partners. A few wero successful, but, of the
vast. majority cruclly and mercilessly seper-
ated, none ever met again in this world.

The fate of' those unfortunate exiles was
aggravated by being thrown amongst & peo-
plo whoso social and political institutions
wero different from those under which thoy
had lived so happily, and whose bigotted
feclings compelled them to look on the un.
happy strangers as enemies professing a ve-
ligion inimical to their interests and well-
being, unable to receivo the sympathy due
to misfortune most of this outraged people
died in obscurity and poverty. ‘This foolish
and brutal outrage scrved no purpose Loy
ond that of holdingup its authoss to perpet-
ual execration and covering them with s
famy; as the positions gained could in no
way affect the issues of the war.

‘The last expedition planned at the Coun-
c¢il held at Alexandria was directed against
Crown Point, or, as the French called it,
Fort Sit. Fredoric, at the head or south end
of lake Champlain. The command of it
was confided to one of the most remarksble
men which the colonization of America has
produced, and who made his first essay as a
nilitary commmander on this occasion.

William Johnson (afterwards created a
Baronet for the successful defenco of his
positicn against 2 French force in preventing
the objects of the expedition) had settled in
the Mobhawk valley sometime in 1738, as
agent of his uncle Admiral Sir Pator Warran,
K. B. By just and honorable dealing he at.
tauned such completo control of the Indians
that no white man bofore or since possessed,
and raised himself to power, political influ-
ence and high military command by his
talents and sagacity.

In 1746 he had been appointed a Colorol
in tho Militia of New York by Governor
Clinton, & friend of ‘his uncle, and himself
an Admiral'in the British service. He was
subsequently entrusted with the command
and defenso of the Northern frontier and the
reorganization of the Militiaof the Province.
At the instance of Governor Shirloy he was
appointed by General Braddock at theCoun-
cil heldat Alexandria to tho command of the
expedition against Crown®Point with tho
local rank of Major Genoral.

In the beginning of August the advance
of the Provincial troops assembled at Albany,
was sent under the command of Major Gon.
Lyman, the second in coramsand of the ex.
pedition, to crect a fort at the Great Carry-
ing Placo on the egst bank of the Hudson,
(the head of canoe or batteaux navigation)
between that rivér and Lake George, which
afterwards received the name of FortEdward.

As the New York and Rhode Island Militia
had not-arrived General Johnson, on the 26th
of August, moved fron’i Fart Edward with

3,400 men for Lako Georgo, distant 14 ? miles,
which they redched on thoe 28th in the ove.
ning. This Lake, chlled by the Fronch Ste,
Sacremente, is along narrow sirip of water
immortalised by Cooper in his admirable
noval of * Tho Last of tho Mohicans,"’ under
the namo of tho Horicon, but in the ancient
Troquois language it was called Andialarorle‘
which means ** therg the Lake shuts itself.’

It is joined to Lake Cliamplain by a natrow
and torturous strait on the eastern bank of
which, opposite Wood Creck, was subse

quentiy erected thoe famous Ticonderoga, or,
as tho French called it, Cavrillon.

Johnson's forco encamped at the southern
end of the Lake, which lie at onco procoeded
to re-baptise, calling it Lako George, *not
only in honor of his' Majesty, but to nssert
his dominion here.”” Although for many
years this lake had been used for warliko
and commercial Ym-poses botweon Canada
and Albany, yet the point at which tho port-
ago road steuck it was a primoval forest.

‘'he troops were at once set to work to
clear a space for n camp sufficient to accom-
modate 5,000 men. General Lyman, leaving
a strong forco at Fort Edward, had joined
on the 3rd September with the heavy artil-
lery. Meantimo Monsienr Vaudrenil, the
French Governor General of Canada, well
informed by his faithful and indefatigable
Indian scouts of Johmson's movements, de-
ferred a long meditated attack on Uswego
to make head against the force on Lake
Q@eorge.

The Commander-in-chief of the French
forces in Canada, Baron Dieskau, was a dis-
tinguished officer 1 the regulay service of
the King of I'rance, whero he had established
a wide reputation for skill, he was then in
command of 3,000 men at Fort Frederic:
(Crown Point) and having learned that the
works at Fort Edward were incomplete, he
resolved to strike a blow at that position,
which, if successful, would place Johuson's
whole forco in his power by the capture of
their magazines. With this intention on
1st September ho sot out with & corps, com-
posed of 220 regular soldiers, 680 Canadian
militiamen, and 600 s:wages led by Legar-
diere St. Pierre. With tho desire of conceal-
ing his advance from Johuson, he embarked
his men on Lake Champlain and asconded
that branch of it called Wood Creck to
South Bay; this placed him within 20 miles
of Fort Edward without approaching nearer
to Johnson's camp than about five miles; he
struck the road about three miles from the
Hudson. On the eve.’~¢ of the 7th Sopt.
bivouucked on the Hudson, at that point,
narrowly missing Lyman's detachment es.
corting artillery and stores which it was more
than probable he could have captured. Ilis
intention appears to have been an attack on
Fort Edward at day break, but, ithrough
some unexplained cause, he altered his in.
tentions. 1t is asserted his Indians had as-
certained that tho works were armed with

!
i

!

of tho Now IIampshire troops in command
thore of tho advanco of the French army.
Ono of thoso couriors was intorcopted and
killed, tho other returned to say the Fronch
wore within four miles of tho Fort. A council
of war called, on the 244 Sept., decided that
a detachment of 100K} troops and 200 Indians
should bo sors out in aid of Fort Edward.to
catch the enemy in rotreat; thisivas objected
to by Hendrick, the Mohawk Chiéftain, on
tho ground of tho insufficiency of tho forco

‘forany useful purpose. Iiis advico was vvel

ruled and the detaghmant marched; the
Provincial soldiers uhdor Colonel Willinms,
and tho Indians undorthe braveold Mohawk
chioftain. As soon a3 they had loft the ¢dtip
Johnson proceeded to fortify 1t in the best
possible manner by forming a rude breast-
work of folled trees, the waggons and bat
teaux, provided for transporting theartillory
to the attack on Crown Doint, with sevoral
pieces of which the improvised dofonces
were armed. -

Dieskan, aware through his Indian scouts
of the advance of the forco under Colonaol
Williams, arranged in a defile an ambuseade
for tho purpose of defeating it. Williams,
who appears to have underrated the celerity
of the movements of theyCanndian forces,
and believing it would take two days for
Dieskau’s force o reach Johnson's camp
marched forward with rapidity, and a total
disregard of caution ; the head of his column
without advanced guards, skirmishers or
scouts, were already within the defile whoen
it received a murderous fire by which Ilen
drick, the great Sachem, of the AMohawks,
beir ¢ on horseback, was instantly killed s
his leath was followed by that of Williams
and several other officers A hurried retreat
followed with the enemy close at their heels,
yelling and firing. Reaching a small pand
near the road a portion of tho Provincial
troops rallied and stationing themselves be-
hincf it checked the pursuit of the Canadian
forces till the arrival of 300 men, whom
Johnson had despatched under Lieut, Col.
Cole, cnabled thom to retreat with safety.

Baron Dieskau had intended to follow vp
the pursuit with sufficient vigor to unable
his troops to enter the breastworks with the
fugitives, and if he could have effected that
manceuvre there would be no doubt as to
the result. But his men wers weary with a
long march and the exertion of fightng, so
that he was obliged to order them toabandon
their haversacks in which their small stock
of provisions werecarried inorder to advance
to the assaulc of Johnson's position. That
post was particularly well chosen on an emi
nence flanked by swamps and protected in
the rear by Lake George, it was assailable
only in front.

The interval between tho roturn of Wil-
liam’'s beaten force and the advance of the
French was well omployed by Johnson in
covering his flanks with & rudo breastwork,
butat length they appeared marching in

artillery, and that, in addition to tho Garrison » compact order with fixed bayonets. Imme-

900 proyincial troops wero intrenched under
its walls; itis also probable they did not
know of tho march of Lyman's detachment
two days before; but, at all events, his in-
tentions were cixanged, for, instead of at-
tacking Fort Edward, he at once marched
on Johnson's camp. It is very probable he
was led to this determination by the counsel
of St. Pierre, who seems to have not set a
velr ’ great value on English provincial militia
soldiers.

On tho cvening of the Tth Sopt. Johnson
had been apprised of the march of Dieskau's
troops, and immediately sent expresses to
New York and New England for reinforce.
ments; he also despatched two messengers
to Fort Edward te warn Colopel Blanchard

diately on coming in view of the breastwork
armed with artillery they halted at a sight
so unexpected making a redisposition of
their troops by wlich the Indians and pavtof
the Canadians were thrown upon the British
right and left, to endeavor to turn the flanks
of th. position, while the regulars and the
remainder of the Canadians advanced to the
attack in front.

Tho sight of the artillery was not more
astounding and disagreeable to the Canadian
forces than the fact of their fixed bayonets
woro to the Provincial troops, the latter, by
some strange over sight, not being provided
with the weapon which was much more effec-
livo than the old musket in those days.
About noon the centro advanced in porfao
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