.

164

—— e wem— .

s ama o w— - -

THE VOLUXTEBR REVIEW.

| [Avnin T, 1874,

- .

given, as {ts mechunfsm is knowr onlg
to a few oflicers of the English setvice, to
whom the secret was contided when pur-
chased by the Government.” We suspec.ad,
several years ngo, when this conttivanco
was brought out shrouded in great mystery,
aud when it was captivating many naval
oflicers,who snw it nctanlty go uuder water,"?
that it was scaicely mors than a mechani.
cal toy. Tho business was mannged so
adroitly that several foreign governments
paid roundly for tho possession of the
“seerel.’” It issaid that, nlthough having
the sceret, none of the governments who
paid for it huve been nblo 10 constiuet tor-
pedoes on this plan that will perform their
functions satisinctorily, We don’t know
whether our Nuvy Department has invested
in this contrivanca, but wo ure pretty sure
it camo very neur doing 50, Lust week we
})ublishe(l a full description of the White
tead torpedo, with an account of the fatal
uccident citused by the explosion ot iis air

« reservoir, under a pressure of somo 1,000
pounds per square inch—a pressuro which,
wo need scarcely repeat, Is necessary to
ko the torpado operate for even n mode-
rato period. \We believe that this descrip®
tion will make an end of this contrivanco
in tho estimmto of all practical men.

Wo next come tothe Ilarvy torpedo,
adopted in the English Navy ** for service at
sea,”” whatever that may bLe. Tho grounds
on which this is recommended seem to us
to be somewhat singular to be advanced by

sientitic oflicers likke tho nuthors of this ree
port. ‘I'he report says: **The tcpo fitings,
buoys, elc., commendl it to a sailor as some*
thing which he can thoroughly understand,
and in the use of which ho can make lim-
self proficient. Surely, the scientitic instide-
tion of the Naval Academy ought to m - ke
oflicers at least able to comprebend any in
strument fit (o be used in naval warfure, The
time hus not long passed since rape Lreech-
ings, wooden gun carriages, and other yuti-
deluvian fixtures commended themselves in
the same manner. The 1eport further says :
“'To do eflicient service with the torpedo, it
is indispensible that the vessel using it
should have great speed,”” snd that - the
fust tugs in New York Harbor, would in
case ol emergency, form a formidable fleet
of torpedo bouts to 6perate the Harvey' for
the defence of a harbor.”  ‘Theie are not
three tugs in New York harbor which can
steam eleven knots, and not one whose life
could not ho ended by a 42-pound shot.

Now follows - description of a torpedo,the
invention of G. W. Rendel, a member we
helieve, of the Noyal Society—heaven save
the ranrk ! This eminent inventor evident.
Iy *=melt a vat”, when the tiials of the
Whitehenad were noised abroad some yeurs
inco ;5 and his torpedo s simply an ntiempt
o malce a contrivance that will do what that
nstrument did. To show naval (nginecishow
ittla practicul knowledgeFellow of theltoyal
Society may possess,we give the following ex
tract from his patent ofiice specitication, de-
scribing the mode of propuision, It says:
*This is effected by att-ching (0 the pro-
jeeting head of tha piston rod a cross uead
or frame coniuining oue or moroe flips or
valees. which close for the propelimy stioke,
and open for the return stivke.” ~ Iuis, m
short, the duck's foot paddle which has
ruined so many inventors. ‘The report says
the ¢ plan proposed by Mr. Rendel com-
mends itself as feasible,”

We leave this rulject of térpedoes with
the remark that the less our Government
Lss to do with any of the movable topedocs
described m the report, tho botter it will be
both for ourdefence and the Treasury,

On the subject of forcign artillery, i's fa-
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brication and power, gunpowder, dynamites
and other explosives, these two volunies
contajn a great nmount of exceedingly in.
teresting informatipn.  Aud in relation to
tho subject of nemor and its resisting power
the tesul:s of n vast quuntity of experi-
ments are recorded.  Tho two ollicers com-
piling tho work have displaye.]l unusunl in-
dustty awd comprehension of the valuo of
collecting all the data possible i relation to
these subjects, and havo furnished us with
a work ot standurd value. Weo wish, how-.
ever, they had added an ind ss,

Tne attention of our readers is direetod to
tho following Qualifications and Terms of
Admission o the National Club, Whitehall
Gardens, for the Fellows of the Royul Colo-
nial Insitute.

1t having been represented to the Coun-
cil that the formation of a Colonial Club
would be very ncceptabie to many Fellows
of the Institute, the Council have as a pre

Limmary step to the accomplishmentof that
object, entered into arrangements by which
a cortnin number of gentlemen possessing
property in the Colonies,or othierwise closely
connected with them, but residing in Eng-
land,may be admitted to ull tho ndvantages
of the National Club by the year, on pay-
ment ol Eight Guineas, without Iatranco
eo.

Gentlemen whose residence is in the Colo-
nies, but who are visiting Eugland, miy bo
admitted for a year on payment of Eight
Guineas ; for half a year on payment of Five

Guineas ; for thrce months on payment of |

Four Guineas.
“Lentlemen who are desirous of t;tlkin[;i
adgantage of this opportuuitly arve requested |
Yo lill vy the accompanying form, and seud}
it to the Honorary Secretary, who on satisfy-
ing himself that 1t is duly filled up, and that
the applicant is properly qualified and has
pand up s subscription to the Institute,
will transmit the application to the Secre
tary of the National Club,
5 I'he admission of gentlemen to the pri.
vileges of the Nationsl Club. A copy of the
present rules cun be seen at the rooms of,
the Institute,
#‘The number that can be admitted under |
the above Regulations being linnted, tho .
Nutt mal Club reserve the right of selees
tion.

“Any gentleman who may wish to seo the
National Club can obtain a pass Jrom the
llonorary Secretary.

C. W, Erby, Hon, Sec.

Royal Colonial Institute,

January, 1874,

FORM OF APPLICATION,

Sir—DBeing desirous of taking advantage
of the oppoitunity mentioned in your Cir.
cular ol 187.., I shall be obliged by

cants lor admission to the Nation:l Ciub as
Joining for—
AYerr

Six Months.
Three Montls.
Name in full........
D321)) |
Residence.. .. .....
Profession or Qceupation (f any). ........,
Colunial Club or other Colonial
Association of, which a Mem
ber (if any).

~
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REVIEWS,
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Wi have to acknowledge tho roceipt of &
well got up pamphlet of soventy pages enli.
tled * Considerations Sur I'Organization
Militnive,” by Lieut, Colonel D'Orsox~ENS
Brigade Major of No. 6 Military District,

Tho distinguishing fentures of this really

olover and interesting Issay is the advocacy
of tho principlo of n permunent forco—dis=

tribited in proportion thrrughout the Pro.
vinces—the yhole force, exolusive of the
General Stafl, would bo 1,911 officers and
men, distributed as follows :~

Men, Ot
Infantry—Ontario.....1batt, of 500 ':26“l

i Quebeo.....l 300 23

“ NovaScotia.1 200. 17

%  NewDruns'kl * 150 + 14
— b,

950 -80

Artillory—Ontario.....4batt.of 200 18
“ Quebee.....4 ¢ 200 18

. Novu Scotia.2 « 100 9

“  NowBrung'k2 « 100 ‘9
600 54

Cavalry—Outario......1 troopof 50 6
“ Quebee......1 50 . 6

& Nova Scotia. .1 ¢ 50 6

4 New Bruns'k. 1 ¢ 50 ©

. 200 24

It is also proposed to reduce the Active
Force to 15,0.0 men in 188 battalions,
rather cadres, distributed as follows :-~

Ontario........... 82battalions, 6,560

or

Quebes...ovenve. 70 i 5,600
Nova Scotia.....,. 19 " 1,500
New Brunswick. ... 15 « 1,200
British Columbia,.. 1 80
Manitoba......... 1 . sn

188 51,020

The present force in Manitoba to beinclud-
ed in tho permanent organization. The whole
scheme displays considerable ingenuity—but
it would be more costly and noc one whit
more valuable than our present system.
Owing to thz Essny being published inFrench
a reprint would be of no practical value to
our readers, although the motto on the title
pago “Co n'est pas avee dé troupes mais
avce des troupes ‘bien disciplineés que Von
obtient des successa In guerre” has been
kept constantly in view by tho gallent and
accomplisljed author.

Tho. Aldine for April opens with a marvel-
ous collection of beautiful illustrations, some
of which ure the finest yet seen in The Am-
erician Art Journal, while all reflect gro.t
credit upon tho enterprising publishers,
Ancrician scenery, as heretofore, formsa
striking fenture of this number of thy Aldine,
Five great and remarkable pictures of Lake
George and its glorious scenery e. vellish
this number, in which the well-known artist,
Thomas Moren, and the engravers, have
~ied with each other to put upon paper faith-

To the Honorary Secretary,
Royal Colonial Institute, W.C,

ful piclures of the most exquisite scenery in




