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Sebastopol, owing to a. few rash blunders he
had commutted, MaeMahon was appointed
next in commagd to General Bosquet, who
superseded Canrebert ; and to him fell the
onerous duty of leading the assault against.
thie formidable Malakoff. fort, which was the
principal key; to the Russipu position; For
such work MaaMahon was. admirably fitted.
Not imaginative .enough for. strajegist, he,
was perfectly at home whenever it became a
queslion of; garrying some fixed position by
sheer dint.of bravery and patience  When
Sebastopol fcll,- and peace ,was. deolared,
Greneral MagMalon.was appointed a Grand
Crass of the Legion of Hapaur, ong received
the Grangd:Cross of the Bath. from Qneen
ictaria, .In 1856 be wap furtber raised.to
the Imperial. Sanate,: a,alisWnclion: which
carrigd. with it 8., salagy of 1 #06000:. 3 year.
~Lwo yearsefter thisMagMahan distinguished
himgelf Ly an aey.of palitionl. lipuesty which
well nigh wrecked sll his future prospeots,
" and which theEmperor naver wholly forgave,
After the aitempt of :Urzigien Napoleon's
life in 1833 a.Dirpoonian:ill was.introduced
.in the Semate.providing far the. arbitrary
arrest.and trpnggariation without judgmant
af suspectad, pegsane, MacMahon eongeived
thig bill. {a. be finquitions, iand. he voted
instit, {howghy he was .ghe only Senalor
~wha bid i the patriotiguepiunga:to do . se.
Being velgh Al o5 tho limperor, .. scriously
di :ﬁaﬁﬁ?h Wikt bfingi vy pnswered (nobly,
“Jam sorryﬂgaag,-, iDvd ve. Binpeier; and

this reply being regorted at the Tuileries,
- Napoledy lfrdt?ﬁé&‘%,om that day on Mac-
Mahon, and-fo¢!'thg’ next twelvemonths
never spoke 10 him nt courti, ‘1n1859, how-
ever, the Ttalian' war ‘brpke 'out, and the
clever muvethent by whicli!*General Mad-
Mahon gaved -the ‘Erench grmy at Magenta
oliliged thie’ Edipercd to give'him a conspie-
vous ‘reward.  'Thero is 'nddoubt that if
MucMahon had' wot thien’ it 'upon himself
to come without, orders to the rescue of the
Tmpeaind  Guatds, whom ‘Napoleen had
imprudently " jeopardized by pitting thom
vgainst a hostile force three times superior
to them, the Freich grmy would have
sustiainett o Erushing defeat and ‘probably
the Emplre itself would have colapsed.” Mac
Mahon was evcited field Marshal and Duke
of Magentay Bivt'it "was ‘well s+il at the
time that’if was not the Emperor who
bestowed these distinctigns; "they were
conferred on ?the donquering Ceneral
by the uuanithous ¢lamour of ‘the ‘French
Army. oo
It is no secret that -after the Italinn war
Napoleon;-began: to.loek upoa. MacMahon
with mistrus,.. The Marshal was too popular
md too indefiendent to please a sovereign

who expecter dll'fiis $grvants to be absolyte-
I¢ dubmigstva. -Beside§, thie Empgrorhad a

‘v."e{xléﬂe'  wHith wak te consider himseH an
able’ Generat, "lfke Hiis dnkle; and MacMa
hon's dsdendaiicy over the army was a mat-
18 of! ceistdAt “Ifrita(ibn and jealousy to
b [Te ¥ofiised’ evenr to appoint, aeMa.
hon War "M1¥is¥¥, of to 'give him. 8 com:
mind of r8398 1" or ‘Hear- Paris; apd in
884 'he scirt'frim fin virtdal exila tq ’Aligiexs
as Governor-General, There acMahon
remuinedl 4iH the outbreak of thie Prugsian
war, in I8§70, goverping the freublespme:
colony. strictly and yet kindly; and there

ang ¥, Sy !
he fmight have ended hls diys if the Empire
Kd survived, * '?o'wévgi',; {he Empire :&:n—
o in 1870 ori'its rdhd” to ruin,, Mar

nd Mac

hon: was gmong Ha''moat a.ct%{,e" phou%)ﬁ
unfortundé of its latiérday defepders. . Of
hi§ defeat nt Wbex‘}h,'Mpt_I&néﬁly,, QRUMANky
Dopay, Bazsilles, and, lag ;st.Sesfw, itis
needless fo speak. M oMaRon Was. every-

where overmantched, and {ho evidence

elicited at the Baziine trial proves that the
measures he himself to.k for the safety of
his army were always overridden by the
Emperor. No Frenchman lays on M:_\c,\I{l
han’s- shoulders the responsibility of his
defeats. He is ealled L heroique vaincu ;"
for it is known that he went ipto battle as a
victim, and that be did his best against
insuperable odds,  MacMalon's :J-d‘cleaf,_of
the Commune put the crown ta liis prestige
with the army, and he is. now reaping the
fruits of a career which has been stainless
from the first. Ile is justly regarded as a
Jpan who loves Lis country with a devojed
‘effectipn, and has. served her through sun-
shing and sorrow, nobly, heartily, and dis-

intérestedly.

'

‘The Viennn VEdette has an “article on the
‘mitrilleuse, 'which has litely- been intro

duced into the Austrian arfiy, anid of which
it takes on' the whole &' most encouraging
view, though it did uot quite meet its ex-
peétations in*théFranco.Prussian war.. But
this was not owing, the ‘Vedette thinks, to
‘why defects of  construction, but to the fact
that it wis a strange weapon in inexperien-
ced hands. The difficulty of finding the
range with it i3 its most serious defect, the'
Vedctte gays, and to rerhedy this it proposes
‘to attach to each miitrailleuse battery two:
light field*pietes, so' as to ascertain the
runge up 10 two thousind yards by the
bursting of thie projectiles, and if not more
than two out of six mitrailleuses are effect-
ive in their fire, even this, the Vedette
remarks, will be sufhcient to render the
niovements of a column impossible, éven at
two thousand® yards; for mitrailleuse ¢an
fire, with ease, 1000 or’ 200 ) shots in a short

small advantage in the field where sp small
a percentage of the bullets do any execu:
tion. Tho field piece could; moreover,
reply to the enemy's heavy fire, and if
necessary shell them out from houses or
other covers.

Qur own Galting is #0o superior to the
French imitation, that far better service
could be obtained from it under the condi-
tions: which favor the use of the mechine
gun. In comparison ‘with ‘the French gun
it proved marked ‘superiority, according to
the testimony of the British board, in des-
tructive effect, command of range, strength
and simplicity of mechanism, facility of re-
pair, and the demoralizing effect of its con-
tinuity of fire, while it required fewer men
to handle it. Of the Gatlings which the
English are now abouat to puf 1o the test on
{he Gold Coast, Broad Arrow says:

The artillery supplied to Sir Garnet Wolse-
ley must, to many of our readers, ba a sub-
ject of considerable interest. The country
in'which he i goiug to operate consists, for
the miost part, according toail accounts, of
thick jungle, with narrow paths for roads.
Horsé or bullock - draught is' unknown, and
locomotion depends upon 'manual labor,
It would have bcen mafifestty absurd,
thereforé, to send out 9-pouydér or 16-
pounder field-guns, which could not move
up country without soms species of four-
footed traction; and in all similar eases, in
mountainous countries or in thoese inac¢ces-
sible to ordinary artillery carriages, it has
always béen found necessary to'employ very
light guns and equipment, whieh are usually
transported either on the backs of mules or
on specially constructed carriages designed
for man-draught. The artillery which Sir
Garnet Wolsely will take into the field is of
this natare. He will first have one or two
batteriés of T-pounderrifled guns, four guns
per battery. He will also bave a battery of

time, and nearly all of them effective ; no.

little smooth-bore howitzers, a.few Gatlin:
guns, and spme 9 pound Hale rockets, This
will comprise his artillery. His infsntry wili
be armed with breech loading Sniders, au:l
his irregular or auxiliary. forces with muzzlo -
loading Enfield rifles or smogthbore myskets
‘The Gatling guns which agcompany the ex-
peditian; are those known as the 0.45 inch.
dhey. wiil,bq,qutgd oy carriages somo-
what sjmilag, Lo, the gnng, and .we presumc.
are mainly. intended, for the’ defenoe or
%ocka;led positions and for use in the opon.
hen well served,the .ypaching gun is.tar -
ribly effectiva at. J,i.wrncet.‘qf,!rom 400 and
600 yards,:; . o ooipg ,
. 1:Five of the locks and barrels are constant.
ly performing some. of the :operations of

~ |loading and firing, while the other five are

oxtracting the empty gases, and it is evident
that s long as cartridges are dropped into
the hopper, and thg handle is in motion, the
firing will continue.. ‘In. this manner a per-
fect rain of bullets may iseue from the ten
muzzles. "The gun is alsq fitted with an ar -
rangement by which 'a {rayersing motion
may bé given to the barrels while the firipg
continues. It js obvious that it would be
absnrd constantly to fire a Gatling gun in
one direction. A few men immediately in
front would be perforated, while those on
the flanks would ‘escape, But the traversing
arrangement enables ys to * waterpot” the
eneny Wil a leaden rain. Altogether, wo
cannot wizh the Ashantees worso luck
than to get in the way of a Gatling well
served. :

THE MAUSER Rii'LE, AND THE QUES-
TION AS TO WHICH IS THE BEST
. RIFLE,

- Some linie ago we gave our readers an
account of some experiments which had
been carried out in Prussia.to test the cap-
abilities of the Mauser rifle as {o aoccuracy
and the number of shots it coukl fre in
given tuuc. The rosults, as compared with
those which have been .obtained with the
Henpry-Martiniat Wimbledon and-elsewhere,
were decidedly in favoyr of the lytter arm,

An article which has appeared in the
Rugsian military periodical, L’ Oroujeik Sbor-
mnalp, or . ‘Review of Long-range Fire
arms,”’ under the title, ** Actual State of the
Manufacture of Fire-arms in England, Bel-
gium, Prussia, and Austria,” contains some
interoesting remarks on the subject which
forms the heading to this article. It isfrom
the .pen of an officer of high rank, who
has baen superintending some searching ex-
periments with regard to tho question of
long~range smallarms, We take the fol-
lowing fromit:— .

- “The Prussians, whilst acknowledging
that the noedle-gunhas had its day, hesi-
tited to give large ordars for the Mauser
rifie. .In this they have shown circumspec-
tion ; and this. indecision proves that they
have-not perfect faith in those results which
by otherPoweuns are corsidered as descisivcd
results fremy which it appears thas each be-
lioves that the problem has been solved to
bis own adyvantage. It is actually stated that
aitention is at presenf being paid to im-
proving the Mauser syatem, that the imrer-
fections of this arm are being remedied.
In what.do these alterations consist? It
would beidifficult to point out, as they are
being carried out with the greatest secresy.
The result of all this is that we cannot say
what will be the pattern actuslly adopted,
and if it will present any feature quite
peculiar to it, distibguishing it completly
from those. which other Powers havo adop-

ted into thelr service.



