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ot difforent is thio case now a days ?
skirmishing order must bo tho order under
firo in theso days of paramount and over.
whelming artillery praotice. The infantry
must bo sprend oul, tho men must be at
considerable intorvals, it will bo nccessary
10 give a much moro oxtended front to tha

'l‘he.
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thelrs, establishiug tho fuct that a smal!
number of large companies is mora oficouire
in the flell 8.1 nuro cconumiosd 1 gatae
son.*

In advounting these chnges inour mnh
tary systom, it is impossible to omit calling
attention to oxisting cv,la, which, il con

|
battalion than it stowed formerly. The ro~' tinued, would, ncutralize all tho advan
sult must bo that, as cover depends u on tages that mjght bo sesured by the in
the Incqualitics of ground, no rogular | no, | creased mobility or rapidity of movement of
tt0 unbending formation, can bomaintained.  our Army. The cpupment of the Butish

Such are the plain, undeniable facts of the} soldior is nut adapted foc rapid locomoniun,
case, and tho Prussians, in propating for! Wo must considorably diminish Lis impeds-
their grand martial epiph.ny, took good  menta, the appropriite n.mo given by the
caro Lo accommodatetheir tactical unit to the, Romans to ** bagaage, * clearly pointing to
requirements of moa2rn warfave. In their| its effect on the fcet of the soldier. [t has
ormy tho company is the tactical unit; and | boon truly observed that, when oxposed to
in battle it 5 o semiindependont com- tho privations of war, our infantry soldiers
mand, Thus the difficulty bofure mention | are forced to Lear a Lurdeu which would
ed is readily inet snl Jdisposed of, and all| bandicap any pedesttiae in the height
know how well the Prussinn plan succeeded. | of training vt of any chance of successfully

But hore arises another di'liculty on our) meeting his engigements. That tho cruel
side.  Almost cvery sulaltc.n in the Prus | absurdity has always existed, and atill exists
sitn Araiy can tako the place ofa fiell oftizer | in other armies, is no reason why wo should
atleast, at a moment's notice! andit may be| not take the lead, for once, 1n effocting a
safely avorred that no  Prussian subaltern, | sensivlo military rolv.an.  If modern cam.

~ertainly no Yrussion captain of a company.
was ever ignorant of the general plan of an
action about to bo commienced, or was over
at aloss as to what he had tb doin any
cmergoney. Wo have, therefore, not only
to adopt thischingo in our org:u‘izv.lion, but
wo must tako steps to insure that the offi
cers commanding companics shall Lo com
pelent lo assume such a giave responsi.
bility.

Perhaps those who were bold euough to
abolish purchase before securing an ade
quate system to it efficiently, will be bold
and cool enough to losa np time in training
the eflicient officers who are to be insured
to the servico by that great revolution in
the Army. .

In the meautime, howaver. no timashould
bolost in introducing into the infuntrya
moro elastic, pliable, and mpnageable for
mation, A

The requisite training should bo applied
both to ofticers aud menj; and as all 1s now
to be settled by morit, natural competition
alone will doubtless stimulate oyr yopng of-
ficers to such efforts as may ensble them to
compare favourably with, the patient, sub-
missive, indolatig.ble subaltern peddlers of
the Prussian Army, who Leing compstent to
command anarmy corps, contentedly sppke
their pipe, wondering if they will over be
promoted! Doubtless, it is “n fine fime
coming "' for young British officers- and,
fortunately, oven intelligent privates —since
any of them may find .a iparshal's baton in
their brain and, .character. Inour pravious
number y¥é det,ailcc{;:ho JPrussian methpd of
training their offcers, .. Wo.commend it to
our adrwinistrators, porfectly assured thas
sme such methad resolutely purgued will
soon reasgure those who tromble for the ef
fiziency of the commapd of our Army,jn the
aholition of onpg mode of its officoring before
securing anothey -nwmely, promotion by
raerit,, throughout the Army--as an ade
quate preﬁgrat.ion for tho, abolition of pur
chaso at the lime when it wonld hava hed
the characterof a revolution,. -

‘Tho adoption of tho Prussiay eompany
system would secure other advantages, As
the responsibility of cach comapany leader—
i indopendent action— would be increased,
less superior, supervision would,be required,
and thus tho toreo field officers now ot~
tached {0 every battalion could, without
risk, o7 rather, perhaps, with advantages, be
reduced foony. . |, o
Secondly, this chapgo wouls, enabio us to

companicain oyery

discoyer tho weaknessof
Uattalion, ng discoverqd By the Yerpssians in
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paigns will not nccessarily ba so shurt that
the soldier will not require any chings of
raiment during their progross, at any rate,
it is pretty certain that continuous active
operations will never bo malotained for
moro than a few days consecutively, and
after u fow days of rapid movement a halt
must onsue, ‘whon the solider may havo re.
cousso to his knapsask, which it is certain,
herarely oper  <._.l.g tho course of opora.
tions. le: the knapsacks be then brought
up by the army transport. Of course, lines
of railway will frequently do this service in
future, since lines of oporation must always
follow lines of railway,

it is cortain that Napoleon had the strong-
est opjectlion to baggrge, and animadyverted
on auy excess beyond the limits which he
prescribed.

Agnin, tho preparatidn of tents or camp
equipments is absurdly profuse, secming to
infer that our troops will find no towns or
villages to shelter them. It wasn longtime
befor the Gormansreceived tents during the
lato war: and they fared very well without
them—Dbesides being in hettor condition, by
tho diminution of burdens, to derive all the
a-ivantages of their mobility secured to them
over their hampered antagonists. Camp

m itself and in its conveyance.
that the camp equipment of n battalionona
war [ooting would require twelve waggons for
tho carrisge; and thus tho total transport
necose .ty for that item mn an army ol 60,000
mon would be of enormous and unwieldly
bulk.

Surely, it will be advisable for our ad-
ministrators 1o take this matter into con
stderation, 1he aboliion of the abuse will
notonly ° save money,” bLut will also pro-
mote- that mobility wluch* 1s now founa to
be the essentiatand imhs.getls«ble guaranteo
of success in armies, -

The altered requirements of faturs battle
fieids must certainly tend to simplify our
ficld exercises und drill.  Much less will be
‘henceforth required ; but the hittle o be re-
tained must be thoroughly well done. In
this departanent, liowever, there 1s one

AN1iige yeags ago (In the Volunteer Service Gas-
clte), tho writer of tats articloadvocated tho lead-
ing princlples now again fnculcated, afice thelr
sancion by r.aaclice {n the lato war, éspoclally
the npcessit:; for oftiolont indepondent command
In compani ¢s, oingto ugy oxtended sphere of
- battle-field ¢ constquenit to the in
grios of pr geision and tho mora cffective omﬁloy-
ment of 1 etillorys and nostof tho suggestions
huve beo p since ineldentdlly reprodaced by him
tn the U ajted Sorvice Mogasine.

“ebi

cquipment, eXcepting for distant wars, 2s1n |
China or Abyssinia, is unnecessary, expensive
It is found

uction of

§1

1 thing whtch may bo abolishied with gieat adl

vantage, with rolerence to the acquisinivn of
mobilily —wo mean the rigul lml\'hng ol the
lott arm stoady at tho side in marching. ©f
varse, I o campaign tlus - regalatwn
will not bo attended to, why hamper the
soldicr with it in tho time of prep v wion fus
warfare? It is cortaia that it inteusifies the
physicd distress of ovolutions, aud des.
trays that sensoof squikbriumor ' apiomb
which 18 an essontial aid torapid lucomonion,

ltis different with the regulated arep. Tl
should Lo accurately acquired sinco 1t 1san
aid in cileulating distinces to be gone over
in o given tune—which 18 all-inpen tant 1
warfaro. Napoleon eaid that *in battlomen
are nothing, minutes are all. s mav b
questioned, but the Prussians in the late
war demonstratod theimportince of certan
ty as to timo in their operations.

In conclusiin, let tho uniform of the Bnt
ish sol.ier be adipted to the iacreased ra-
pidity of motion which will be required of
himn future service. If we must aull fond-
Iy cling to the objectionablo seaclet, at any
rate fot the soldier's garments be shaped
with a view to freedom an1 comfort 1 loco-
motion and «a action. The not.ons of pipe-
clay etiuette and elegance should be st-
cardad, whilst an appeal may be made to the
wiser principles of physivlogy and tho Army
Medical Depirtmeont, rather than continue
to submit to the dictates of tho tailoe-marti-
neols in authority.

Tho Paris Figaro gives the followmg me
thod of oblaining light instantweously
without the use of maltches and without
tho danger of setling things on fire : Take
an oblong vial of the whitest, aud clearest

lass, put in it a plece of plosphiorus about
%ho siza of a pes, upoun which pour
some olive oil, beated to a boiling point.
filling the vial about one-third full and then
soal the vial hermatically. To use it, rerove
the cork and allow the air to enter vial und
then recork it.  The whole emply space in
tho bottlo will then become luminous, and
the light obtained will be equal to that of =
lamp. As soon as the light grows weak its
power can be increased by opening tho vial
and allowing a fresh supply of air to enter.
In wintor it is sometimes necessary to heat
the vinl between the hands to iucrease the
fluity of tho oil. Thus prepared the vial
may be used forsix months. This contri-
“vance is now used by t. ¢ watchman of Paris
in all mpgazines where explosive or inflima-
ble materials arestored.

A largelynx was lately kitlerd after asharp
contest with the dogs, by Mr. Jus. Cooper of
Luther, on the tojvan line hetween that 1own
ship rnd Proton . Another was killed short
1y afterwerds on the town lino between Egre-
mont and Peoton, by Mr. Willium. McPhee,
of Egremont. These animis have bern do-
ing considerable ¢xecti -1 winong shoep anel
. fowls in the townships named.

The Chatham Planet now says it makes
no difference, as tho Ontario legislature is
' unly « big County Counoil anyway !

Mi. Edgar has been formally nominated
s fur theComimons by the Reformers of Monck
and has accopted the nomination,

A consignment of 85 cases of butter
weighing over 5 fons, was shipped from
Carleton Place to a firm in Brockeillo by rail
on Saturday last.

The Collingwood Enterprisc comes to us
in an enlargad form and 1na new aress-

I'e Queen has sent threo pounds stg., to
Mrs. Seals, of Toronto, who gave birth to
triplets last January.

The Montreal Drill Shed has cavedin
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