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CORRESPONDLNCE.

The Zditar dort nnt hohldinyentt reepoansible for
fadividual cxpresons of omnion in eamnieits
cations addrezscd o e VoLt s tenir Ruview.)

TIE ORGANIZATION OF THE CANA.
DIAN ARMY.

2o the Editor of the Votesting REvicw.

Sir :—Your admirable article urging the
necessity of a further organization of Field
Artillery in the Canadian Militin, leatls mo
to ofter, for the inform-tion of your readers,
a fow figures reguding the due proportion
of the various arms in (he 40,000 Militia re-
quired by the Canndian law. For cconomi-
cal reasons these proporctions have been ne
glected hitherto, but as the organization
tends towards perfection, it is necessary that
tho ordinary rule laid down for the Imperial
service should be obhserved.  Whilst we had
garrisons of ITer Majosty's tioops and a
large proportion of ekl Artillery amongst
them, shifts could Lo made to furnish an
army with its quota of cavaley and artillery
but now that we ave thrown on our own ro
sources the existing deficiencies must be
supplied.

The distribution that at present eaists is
as follows : — .

Cayalry, 27 Troops, nominalstrength.. 1666

Field Batteries, 10 (12 guns  do 750
Garrison Art'y., 70 Batteries, do 4108
Engincers, 4 Companies, do 232
Infantry & Rifles, 625 Cose, «do | .36,729
Naval, 3 Companics. Joo .. 1T4

Total .... ... ce e LA43659

Taking the rules laid down in the lmperial
service, the proportions should be as fol.

lows ;e i o1 —
<gars, 391" ps, 2271 OIF's S me

Cavalry. 2 MOARH 16 g e
Nominal strength 4973 officers and men.
Field Batteries, 17 (68 guns) ov one

gun to 600 men............ ... 1,700
Garrison Battevies; 59.........,..... 5000
Engineers, 17 Companies........... . LT0u
Infuntry, Rifles and Maine Cos. . | 46,627

Total.eveeuinnnnn v 40000
This distribution is based upon the as-
sumption that cavaliy should Lo ia tle pro-
portion of one-ifth of the infantiy ; aril.
lexy, one gan to 600 men, garrisou artillery,
suflicient o man the walis of our delensible
fartifications; two enginver companies 1o
each district (or duvision in the field), and
the balance mfmtry and rifles.
"To secure this proj.oition fow chianges are
necessaty.,  Retaining the 22 tioops of lus-
sars at present organized, the addition of

17 troops wou.d give each distiict from one,
to three squadrons, and trovys of mounted

rifles could Lo casily furmed frem existing
wfantiy certpanies.  Considering Low cusily
this could be effected, and the natural dis-
position of the Letter class of young men
m rursl distticts to prefer (e monnted sor-
vice, tho suitability of Canadian horses for
such worls, and the immense value of niount-
ed riflss ju wmodetn warfare, it is singular

that this forco has unt been encournged
hitherto. Aececxding to regulation these
troops should consist of 53 oflicers and men.

The sevon field batteties vequired should
be raised by demi batteries or divisions in
rural distiicts,  [Jitherlo they have been
confined o cities or large towns whero it is
Jdifficult to piocare horses and men suited
for the heavy wark of gunners, or sufficient.
ly good Liorsenien for drivers.  Fheloeation
of a demi Lattery in a thriving village, the
cenfroof a well populated rvural district,
waukl prove a4 great stimulous to volunteer-
ing in tho imaediate vicinity and be a mat.
tor of pride to tho whole neighborhood,
The batteries would, ol course, be united on
proceeding intn the brigade ¢impa.

As otir exisling ghriison batteries may bo
said to Le in".nfry in artillery uniform, the
20 battcrios existing over the quota required
isnota question that needs consideration.
It would iic we'l, hiowover, if in thae future
the dutics ant wniform <honld he made to
correspond,

The formation of the thirleen engineer
companies T ook upon as a pecessity, Their
peeuliar duties can boe performed by no
other arni; and in a country like onr own
interlaced with railroads, dissected by un
fordable streams and abounding in defen-
£ible positions, the organized forée of skilled
artizans is indispensable.  True we have
them in our ranks, but of what use is a
wou lkman without his tonls? and though a
Canadian woodsman can build a house with
his ..xe and jwck knife, he could scarcely
repair an engine or mine a bridge with his
bayouet.
provision of intrenching tools for thie use of
the army and thoe construclion of the
“Fu W Telegraph,’ so universally used in
moilern warfare. The establishment pro-.
vided by the Act is insuflicient, I have,
thevefore, fixed the strength of the compa.-
nies at 100 officers and men.

To cfivet these changes without materally
interfering with the present battalion organi.
zition woutld bo the desideratlum.  As, how-
ever, there are 78 independent companies,
tatiging from two to thirty two in the several
miitwy districts—may battalions having
an uneven number of companies—many in-
fatry and vifle companies anxious to change
into mounted corps, and many, doubtless,
who would be S&ger to join the field artil
lery; these matters only need cweful con-
siderstion, judicious management and a
ugid apportionment of each arm to the
several distriets in equal proportions ta ob.
viate all the difficultics that could arise in
carrying out the required alteratious.

The next and most important question is
“that of cxpense.  Cavalyy equipment costs
eight times that of fnfantry, Swddiery is
!the chiclitem.  Now, in making the sugges-
"tion I am about to mike, 1 do not for one
,moment suppose the MeClellan saddle is in
i:my respect equal to vur own, but they aro
'scrvicc:\blo, they are cheap, and they are
easily manufactured and repairved. ’\\'hy

With them also would rest the.

not buy these for our mounted riflos 7 They
can bo obtained, in quantities, for from €5
to €5 oach, and by substituting o decen/
looking stivrup, and somo slight allorations
in the modo of placing the Llunketls, they
would noither injura tho horses back nor the
the seat of tho ridor. At any rato “halfa
loaf ia bottor than no bread,” nnd a mount.
ed rifleman armed with a Martini carbine and
rovolvers, his McClollan saddlo judiciousiy
arranged, u stout halter bridle with Pelham -
bit, nnd reins strong enough to bo used for
pickoting ov tying, his trousers tucked into
serviceablu kneo boots, with hunting spurs
strappod on, would, if rough looking, prove
a formidable ecnomy and a serviceablo friond.
His errand being to march on horscback
and fight on foot, lto shounld bo encumbored
with no useless trappings (sabres for iu-.
stance) his uniform should be of the plain.
ost, and his accoutroments of the lightest,
& small servico pouch or ball bag would con-
tair. his ammunition, his reserve heing car-
ried on his horse, from whom he would
never bo long parted, I - peculiar duty
being sudden surprises, flank movements
and skirmishing, Such I would fain sece
the Canadian ¢ Uhklan" and I have no doubt
but that in case of war he would prove a
wmost useful ally. The subject is worthy of
consideration at any rate.-

I have dwelt at length on thoe formationof
mounted riffemen, beeause it has long been
my peculiar hobby, and now that wo have
for Adjutant General an old # Cape Mount.
cd' Rifleman, I am in hopes that our ana-
malous *mounted infantry,” deficient ns
they are in equipment, improporly as they
ave aceeutred, and ridiculously as they ave
dressed, for tho services they would be call-
ed upon to perforin, will cease to arouse the
Jibo and jest of their less conspicuous con:
rades as they this year have done at our
Brigade Camps.

Nov, 15th, 1871,

Ty the Editor of the VorusTEER REVIEW.

Ceoxrenioy,

—

Sim:—That I have not followed up-wmy
letter of Aug 21st must not boe attributed
to a sense of deleat, (although your able
and well-considered reply might well have
caused a less stubborn and sel™convinced
opponent to strike his flag) but to my wil-
lingness to submit my opinions o the test
you propose, nnd leave to the re-enrolment
the task of verilying my opinions. But )
owe your Typos a grudgoe for making me say
C.'s, (Companics) instead of C. O's. (Com-
manding Officers); Assistant Commnc ay
instead of ¢ Commissary™ Goneral; Pay-
master instead of * Quartermuster'’ Gen-
eral’s Department, and for sundry ortho-
graphical and etymological errors which do
nhot, however, affect the sense of the article
and, moreover, being seized with cacocthes
scribendi (I implore tho d—1 to renderme
tntelligible) I ngain seek your columns.
Fivst of all lot me remark that I have been
considerably disappointed, not to say cha-

grined, that the matters suggested inmy

.



