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the Province of Canads, issuad manifestoos
inciting its peoplo to rebel, and at tho mo-
mont when its rascally messengers, who
ought to have been hung, knelt at tho foot
of tho throne with the lying petition, those
insurgents, under commission of their con.
grass, were actunlly besieging the British
troopsat St. John's. Historydoesnot present
so thotoughly disgraceful a page as that
filled with ¢ho acts of the continental con-
gress in 1775.

This petition was delivered to Lord Dart-
mouth on the 1st September and on the 4th
Messrs. Penn and Lee were informed “that
no answer would be given apart from the
effrontery displayed in sending such & paper
at all; it was designed to achieve historie
fame from tho fact the debates onit revived
the party names of Whig and Tory (which
kad been dormant since the reign of Queen
Arno) In the British Legislature.

It is probable that acting under tho guid-
ancoof some of the astute politicians fromMas-
sachusetts Congress prepared this petitionas
a plausable cover for their own actions; first
because they knew that with such a docu-
ment the British executive would not dare to
givo decisive orders to the officers command-
ing their troops m North Amenca; secondly
that these gentlemen would not naturally
wish to act on their own responsibility for
what at any ume they might be held per-
sonally liable; thudly, that thuis would
paralyze the action of the troops, enable the
r~bels to overcome the loyalists and to at-
tain such positions as would leave the result
of the contest at their own option ; and last-
ly they reckoned on the opposition for giv-
ing effect, by direct attacks on the adminis-
tration, to all this scheming which actually
happened,

As g commentary on this treachery and an
act caloulated to show how thoroughly insin-
cere those people could be, this very con-
gress, by decreeing an embargo on provisions,
actually succoeded in compelling the return
of the fishing fect from the banks of New-
foundland without the usual cargces of fisn
88 supplies for the crews could not bo ob-
tained.

At this distance of time it is iropossible to
appreciate the feelings or account for the
policy which {reated a contemptible minority
of the population of the British Empire with
the forbearance extended to the North
American rebels,

On the 26th October Parliament was open-
od with a speech from the throne in which
his Majesty stdted that the situation of
affairs in North America was the occasion of
his assembling both housesso early ; he then
declared that his revolted subjects had rais.
ed troops, assembled a naval armament,
seized the public revenue, assumed logisla-
tive, executive and judicial powers which
was exercised in amost despotic manner over
their fellow subjects and till they hadarrive
at this possession of power they had endea-
vored to deceive and cajole the mother coun.

try by vague expressions of attachmont to
her and of protestations of loyalty to her
sovereign, that although it was well known
lnst session that & robelliou existed in tho
Provinco of Massachusetts the efforts <2 cho
Governmeont had been dirested to reclaim
rather than subdue; the samo course had
boen adopted with the other Cdlonies and
although it had becomenecessary to employ
stronger moans to enforce respect for the
laws and uphold the dignity of the crown,
yot conciliatory measures had always preced.
ed them; the self constituted Provincial
authorities hsd rejected all measures of con-
viliation and preparod t6 repel force by force,
it was thereforo evident that the objeot of
tho insurgents was the establishment of an
independent Rmpire; that if such an at-
tempt succeeded the prestige of Great
Britain would be destroyed, her power con.
siderably weakened, and her commeroial in.
terests placed in jaopardy. It was therefore
necessary to adopt the most decisive
measures, and under thisidea the naval and
military establishments had been increased
ang that it was in contemplation to employ
on this service some foreign troops which
had boeen offered; that notwithstanding
what had happened the misled should be re-
ceived with tenderness and mercy whenever
agenso of their errorled them to returnto
" at alleiganse which they had so treucher-
ously and needlessly abandoned, and in con.
clusion Parlixment was informed that the
proper estimates for the necessary supplies
would be laid before them.

In this able and moderate address the
whole caso was carefully reviewed withont
prejudicing the interests of the Colomsts or
laying undue clams to any prerogative or
power except that strictly within the limits
of the constitutional law. In answer there-
to the ministry moved an address to his
Majesty amuring lum that both houses con-
ourred in admitting the necessity for adopt-
ing vigorous measures in the Colonies and
that they would assist him with the neces-
sary supplies,

The address was met by violent opposition
and it was moved in amendment “tbata
declaration should be adopted that Parlia-
ment were convinced that tho means which
had been adopted to allay the the excite-
mentin the Colonies had rather increased it.
thay consequently those means could not bo
properly adapted tosecure the end proposed ;
that they were satisfied the present distur-
bances originated in the want of adequate in-
formstionrelative to the truestate of the Col-
onies which had been thereason why obnox
jous measures wers alor » carried mnto execu-
tion; that Parliament would proceed to re-
view in & most solemn manner the whole of
the Into proceedings in order to avoid the
dreadful necessity of shedding the bloed of
follow subjects and tho dreadful expedient
of arming Briton against Briton.”

In opposition to oll this fine senument buv
really factious and unreasonable attempt to

thwart tho measures of tho adwministratia
was repliod that tho amendmont miswpy,
sonted the wholo case and that it wa oy
culated to intimidato and ropross the natisy
vigor while it invigorated in a correspey
ing degreo the apirits and councils of thyy,
surgents from whose whole conduct it w,
absurd to infor that thoy aimed at less thy,
o disruption of the Empiro by compelling 4
recoguition of unconditional independency

In all their proceedings they had consids
ed themselves as entirely separated froy
Great Britain and although their profass,
and petitions spoke of peace and moderaty
their actions and preparations denoted
anddespised everyatterpt to conciliatewhiy
had been put 1n practice without effoct )
in proportion as their iishes wero accedy
to, they became more insolent and overbey
g in *beir demands.

The right of taxation had been conceeds|
yet with that they were not content buty,
fused to contribute anything towards i
expenses of the state which had so latelye.
pended her blood and treasure in theirg,
fence all hove of accomodation wasat erj
and only two other alternatives remained
the British nation—coercion or contemy.

The debate had occupied a whole mgh
and the amendment of the opposition my
rejected by a majority of one hundred and
seventy, the nuvmber for it being u
hundred and eight, agamstit two Lundng
and seventy-eight.

It appears that the mtroduction of toram
mercenary troops was unpopular fromitts
first; the policy governing the measure
appears to be founded on the fact i
.mongst British soldiers the tonuancy w
desert would be great especially as manyof
the subordinates and some of the hghe
grades in the rebel army weroe filled by me
who had been British officers , that nympatly
would paralyze exerticn and thereforo for
eigners who would fight for present advantage
would be more reliable troops for this pu
ticular service,

Events did not justify these premsestut
from what had and did sppear, the genen
theory was correct.  During tho violentde
bates to which this event gave rise, mtell
gence was received that the insurgents were
already soliciting foreign aid, and as the
maritime powers had good reason for invol
ving England in trouble there was eveny
prospect that they would be successfl
therefore after fierce opposition, which dd
no honor to the patriotism orintellect of the
inisterial opponents, it was determined
that the naval force for the year should be
28,000 scamen and 80 ships; tho land forces
to consist of 25,000 men.

In order further {to cmbarrass mrnisters 4
motion was made in the House of Lordsthst
}r. Penn should be examined touching the
contents of the petition, and in order toin
duce tho ministry to comply it was stated
that, bewng formerly Govoernor of Ponnsytv:
nis, he was well acquainted with the red



